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PREFACE. 


M  E  Apology  may  be 
thought  neceflary  for  this 
Publication ;  I  can  only 
fay,  Vanity  has  no  Share 
in  it’s  Produdtion ;  nor  is  it  di&ated, 
but  with  the  ftri&efl:  Reverence  to 


Truth. 

No  one,  I  dare  venture  to  a  Bert, 
has  a  more  lincere  Regard  for  the 
Dignity  and  Reputation  of  his  Pro- 
feffion,  nor  would  be  more  tender  ill 
eftablifhing  a  new  Mode  of  Practice, 
than  the  Author  of  this  EfTay.  But, 
feeing  my  having  adopted  a  peculiar 
Method  of  treating  fcirrhous  and  can¬ 
cerous  D  if  orders,  has  drawn  on  me  ma¬ 
ny  invidious  Reflections,  it  cannot, 
I  hope,  be  taken  amifs,  to  acquaint 
the  Public  with  the  Reafon  ahd  Man- 
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IS 

A  neceflary  Connetftion  between 

✓ 

Mr.  Plunkett ,  and  myfelf,  had  fub- 

fflpd  !okie  Years, :  which  obliged  me 

to  vifit  hinr  often.  I 'knew  that  he 

pretended  to  a  Secret, ,  for  the  Cure  pf 

Cancers-,  but  then  looked  upon  it  as 

a  mere  Pretence.1  It  happened,  that 

I  frequently-  faw  him  attended  by  a 

Number  of  unh; 

as  appeared  to  me  incurable, 

cancerous  Complaints;  and,  in  a 

Weeks  afterward,  faw  many  of  the 

fame  People  well. 
rT  r. 

Humanity,  as 

led  me  to  with  to  know,  how  fuch 
uncommon  Cures  were  effected.  1 
could  not  help  conceiving,  that  if  a 
Perfon  unacquainted  with  even  the 
Rudiments  of  PhyRc,  or  Surgery, 
could  accomplifh  fuch,  the  fame  Re¬ 
medy,  if  in  the  Hands  of  one  verfed 
in  either  Science,,  mu  ft  greatly  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  Benefit  of  Mankind. 

It  was  for  this  Reafon,  that  I  en¬ 
tered 
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tered  into  a  Treaty  with  Mr.  Plunkett, 

to  obtain  a  Communication  of  his 

^  *  0 

Secret,  which  was  not  done  without 
mudh -  Attendance,  and  a  very  con- 
fid  erable  Expence.  As  foon  as  I  be¬ 
came  thoroughly  acquainted  with  it, 
I  found  it  capable  of  great  Improve- 
tnents,  and  that  it’s  Utility  might  be 
extended  to  other  Purpofes,  than  had 
been  originally  thought  of :  Indeed, 
the  Succefs  I  have  met  with,  from 
the  Ufe  of  it,  has  perfectly  anfwered 
my  utmoft  Hopes :  But  this,  the  en- 
fuing  Pages  will  more  fully  evince. 

It  has  been  objected,  if  Plumanity 
was  my  Motive  to  the  Attainment  of 
this  valuable  Medicine,  why  is  it  con¬ 
cealed  ? — To  this  I  might  reply,  that 
as  it  became  mine  by  Purchafe,  con- 
fequently  I  have  a  Right  to  make  e- 
■very  honed:  Advantage  of  my  Pur¬ 
chafe.  But,  exclusive  of  this  Plea,  I 
muft  alfo,  .with  real  Veracity,  add, 
that  when  this  Remedy  was  commu¬ 
nicated  to  me,  it  was  under  certain 

Sti- 
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Stipulations,  that  cannot,  confident 
with  either  common  Juftice,  or  my 
Reputation,  be  broke  thro’ ;  I 
am  obliged,  under  a  considerable  Pe¬ 
nalty,  not  to  divulge  it,  except  by 
Confent. 

Neverthelefs,  I  have  never  refilled 
to  admit  the  candid  Pra&itioner  to  a 
Sight  of  my  Patients,  in  different 
Stages  of  thefe  Complaints,  tho’  X 
’concealed  my  Manner  of  Dreffing. — * 
In  one  Inftance,  where  the  Lady  of 
an  eminent  Phyffcian,  who  laboured 
under  the  Load  of  a  fcirrhous  Breaft} 
I  acquiefed  in  her  Hulband’s  Prefence 
at  my  feveral  Dreffmgs.*  - —  But  is  it 
therefore  neceflary  to  indulge  Imper¬ 
tinence  or  Malignity,  fuch  as  come 
with  no  other  View,  but  to  form  Ob¬ 
jections  ? 

Let  the  impartial  Reader  conffder, 
how  far  preferable  my  Method  is  to 
the  Knife;  the  very  Apprehenffon 

of 

*  Dr*  Jones,  of  Haver  ford-  Weft  5  from  whofe  Lady’s 
Breaft,  I  extirpated  a  large  Scirrhus\  the  Truth  of  which 
I  doubt  not  but  he  would  be  willing  to  acknowledge. 
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of  which  carries  fuch  Terrors,  that 
few  of  the  Unhappy,  labouring  un¬ 
der  thefe  Complaints,  can,  with  any 
Degree  of  Conftancy,  fupport ;  and 
often  rather  choofe  to  linger  out  a 
miferable  Life,  than  to  comply  with 
the  Operation.  Is  it  not  therefore 
home  Advantage,  that  Relief  may  be 
had  by  more  gentle  Means  ?  This  is 
mentioned,  as  only  one  fuperior  Be¬ 
nefit.  But  to  this  I  may  add,  from 
Experience,  that  it  is  alfo  more  cer¬ 
tain  in  its  Confequences. 

Should  any  Doubt  arife,  with  Re- 
Ipe6t  to  the  Reality  of  the  Cures  per¬ 
formed  by  this  Medicine,  fince  it  has 
been  in  my  Pofl'efiion,  let  Enquiry  be 
jnade  of  the  very  Perfons  who  have 
been  afflidted,  or  of  fuch  as  are,  or 

have  been  mofl:  intimate  with  them. 

*  ■  •  •  •  » 

• —  This  is  the  moft  probable  Way  of 
coming  at  the  Truth,  and  at  the  fame 
Time  it  would  be  the  greateft  Satis¬ 
faction  and  Happinels  I  could  wifh 
for,  as  it  would  be  doing  me  Juftice, 

when 
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when  I  might  not  have  the  Oppor¬ 
tunity  of  doing  it  to  myfelf. 

I  will  not  tire  the  Reader  with  a, 
farther  Apology ;  but  only  add,  that 
this  Medicine  (known  by  the  Name, 
of  Mr.  Plunkett' s  Pultice)  has  been 
ufed  by  Mr.  Plunkett ,  and  his  Ancef- 
tors,  for  more  than  a  Century  part;  in 
which  Space  of  Time,  many  Perfons 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  have 
happily  experienced  it’s  Utility. 

If  I  write  to  be  under  flood,  it  is 
all  I  mean ;  in  Attempts  of  this  Kind, 
Plainnefs  is  to  be  preferred  to  Orna¬ 
ment;  and,  it  is  prefumed,  Candor 
will  forgive  the  Want  of  Elegance, 
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23,  line  15,  after  lefis,  add,  certain.*— P,  30, 
1.  ult.  for  is,  read,  are. — Ibid,  for  turns ,  read,  arg 
turning. — P.  31,  1.  3,  for  with  it,  it  becomes ,  read,  with 
them ,  they  become . — Ibid,  L  5,  after  Neighbourhood,  place 
a  Colon. — Ibid  after  State,  for  it ,  read,  the  Diforder.— * 
P.  62,  Notes,  I.15,  for  Zdculus  Lucitanus ,  read,  Zacutus 
:hLufttwus.  —  P.  .65,  Note,  1.  3.  for  fix  Weeks ,  read  fix 
Months.  —  P.  66,  i.  25,  for  become ,  read  becomes.  —  Pe 
74,  h  23,  for  Specie ,  read  Species. — P.  49,  L  15,  for 
yemberdafi,  read-,  November  1758, 


S  C  I  R  R  H  U  S. 

Section  L 

Scirrhus  in  general,  is  a  prater- 

2E^M2£  naturah  cold,  indolent,  hard, 

A  renitent,  rough  Tumor,  attended 
with  little,  or  no  Pain,  upon  be- 
ing  touched,  or  handled,  nor  a- 
ny  heat,  rednefs,  or  change  of  Colour,  in  the 
Teguments  furrounding  it. 

Sect.  II.  A  perfect,  or  exquifite  Scirrhus , 
is  quite  hard,  and  totally  without  Senfe  of  Pain, 
tho’  handled,  preffed,  &c.  the  Induration  of 
the  Part  being  fo  exceffively  great,  as  to  render 
it  incurable  by  Refolution. 

Sect.  III.  A  Scirrhus  is  either  original,  viz, 
not  caufed  by  any  preceding  Diforder;  or  it 

B  k  • 
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is  the  Confequence  of  fome  other  Diforder, 
which  laft  Kind  is  moft  common. 

*  '•  f  ..',W  V  -r,  '  .  -T  ''  '  -  - 

Sect.  IV.  A  Scirrhus  may  be  denominated 
benign,  fo  long  as  it  continues  moveable,  is 
fmall,  not  very  hard,  nor  fcabrous,  the  Veftels 
notbecomevaricofe,  the  Tumour  not  painful  or 
inflamed,  in  a  good  Habit  of  Body,  arifing  from 
an  external  Caufe,  fo  fituated  as  not  to  be  ex- 
pofed  to  any  Irritation  from  the  neceflary  and 
unavoidable  Motions  of  the  Body,  or  any  par¬ 
ticular  Part,  and  where  there  maybe  an  eafy 
Appl  ication  of  topical  Affiftance :  Such  a  Scirrhus 
may  be  gently  handled  without  caufing  Pain, 
as  the  neighbouring  Parts  preferve  their  natural 
Tone,  and  the  Circulation  of  the  Fluids  in  them? 
is  equable,  and  undifturbed* 

Sect.  V.  A  Scirrhus  is  of  an  unfavourable 
Kind,  when  it  happens  in  a  bad  Habit  of  Bo¬ 
dy,  grows  large,  rough,  uneven,  begins  to 
fihoot,  and  give  Pain  ;  when  the  Veins  appear 
varicous,  or  knotty,  or  when  the  offending 
Humours,  which  wrere  before  at  Reft,  are  li¬ 
able  to  be  agitated,  and  put  in  Motion,  from 
any  Caufe  ’whatever.  (See  Occult  Cancer.) 

Sect.  VI.  Wifeman  a  fays,  C£  If  a  Scirrhm 
€£  be  the  original  Difeafe  of  the  Part,  and  not 
cc  the  Effedt  of  fome  other,  that  hath  been  ill 
“  handled,  it  begins  ufually  like  a  lmall  Vetch, 

“  or 

a  Chirurgical  Treatifes,  Bo.ok  I.  Chap.  xix.  p.  152. 
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or  Pea,  and  by  Degrees  increafeth  without 
u  fhifting,  or  changing  Place.”  Such  Scirrhuf- 
fes  often  appear  fpontaneoufly,  without  any  c- 
vident  Caufe,  but  feem  peculiar  to  certain  Con- 
ftitutions,  as  the  dull,  heavy,  plegmatic,  and 
melancholic ;  and  fometimes  even  in  a  feeming 
good  Habit  of  Body.  Scirrhujfes  not  unfre- 

quently  arife  from  flight  Caufes. 

-  — ;  ,  •  t  ,  00  -r  c  ;oh 

Sect.  VII.  There  is  no  Part  of  the  Body, 
in  which  the  Circulation  is  carried  on  by  Means 
of  fmall  Veflels,  which  are  not  liable  to  be¬ 
come,  fcirrhous,  but  thole  Parts  which  are  of  a 
glandulcus Structure,  are  moft  frequently  affec¬ 
ted  with  this  Diforder,  and  may  be  called  the 
proper  Seats  of  it,  though  it  cannot  be  denied, 
that  prseter-natural,  hard,  indolent  Tumours 
may  arife  in  Parts  of  the  Body,  which  are 
not  accounted  glandulous,  perhaps  fuch  Kinds' 
of  Scirrkuffes  are  mod:  frequently  to  be  met 
with  after  Inflammations  ill  cured,  or  v/here 
Venaefedtion  has  been  too  frequently  repeated, 
but  they  feldom  degenerate  into  Cancers,  which 
Scirrhufjes  properly  fo  called,  and  feated  in  the 
Glands,  ufually  do.  It  is  very  evident  that  the 
particular  Sorts  of  Funds,  which  are  fepa rated 
from  the  Mafs  of  Blood,  appropriated  to  cer¬ 
tain  determined  Purpofes,  and  in  a  natural 
State,  lecreted  by  Glands,  and  colledted  in  the 
Follicles,  or  Cavities  thereof,  may  from  vari-* 
ous  Caufes  (Sect.  VIII.)  be  fo  much  infpifla- 
ted,  and  hardened,  as  not  to  be  able  to  pafs 

B  2  thro’ 
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thro’  the  excretory  Duds,  but  the  Follicle  in 
which  they  are  detained,  being  by  the  conftant 
Afflux  of  frefh  Matter,  (Sect.  X.)  more  and 
more  diftended,  the  Velfels  difperfed  thro’  the 
Subftance  of  the  Gland,  will  be  comprefied 
and  obftrudted;  whence  a  Tumour  and  Hard^ 
nefs  may  arife,  altho’  thofe  moft  accurate  Anato- 
nfifts  Ruyfch ,a  Haller ,b  and  others,  fhould  be 
right,  who  affirm,  that  neither  the  conglobate, 
nor  conglomerate  Glands,  have  Follicles,  where 
the  fecreted  Humour  is  collected,  and  depofi- 
ted,  but  that  the  fecretory  Ramuli,  or  fmall 
Ramifications,  which  are  derived  from  the 
larger  Arteries,  do,  without  the  Interpofition  of 
Follicles  carry  the  fecreted  Humour  in  a  direct 
uninterrupted  Manner  to  the  excretory  Du£t : 
yet  if  the  Fluid  fecreted  from  the  arterial  Blood 
becomes  thickened,  coagulated,  &c.  it  will 
obftrudt  the  common  excretory  Dudi,  or  the 
fecreting  Ramuli,  which  conveys  it  into  this 
common  Receptacle,  and  hence  may  caufe  a 
Scirrhus . 

Sect.  VIII.  If  we  confider  the  vaft  Num- 

■  »  t.  V.  V_  .  v  « 

ber  of  fmall,  varioufly  convoluted  and  contor¬ 
ted  Velfels,  which  enter  the  Compofition  of  a 
Gland,  and  how  fmall  the  Force  of  the  Cir- 
culation  mull:  be  in  the  minute  Ramifications 
of  the  fecreting  Arteries,  to  propel  forwards 
any  obftrudting  Molecule,  we  muft  not  be 
■  fur- 

a  Epifl  ad  Boerhaave  de  fabric  Glandul. 
b  In  prim.  lin.  Pyfiologias. 
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iurprized,  that  thefe  complex  Organs  fo  often 
become  fcirrhous,  but  rather  that  they  are  fo 
feldom  affedted. 

»  l  iS;  \  )  i  \  *  i 

Sect.  IX.  ScirrbuJJes  happen  in  the  Breafts, 
Eyes,  Noftrils,  Mouth,  Uvula,  Tonlils,  Lips, 
parotid,  maxillary,  and  fublingual  Glands, 
Arm-pits,  Groin,  Liver,  Mefentery,  Stomach, 
Spleen,  Womb,  Tefticles,  &c.  &c. 

Sect.  X.  Of  all  the  external  Parts  of  the 
Body,  the  Breafts  (in  Women  efpecially)  are 
mofl  fubjedt  to  feirrhous  Diforders,  not  only 
as  being  molt  liable  to  fuffer  outward  Injuries, 
but  like  wife  from  the  Nature  of  the  Fluids 
which  they  fecrete  s  the  great  Quantity  of  Glands 
of  which  they  are  cpmpofed,  and  the  Infinity  of 
different  Sorts  of  Veffels,  varioufly  and  inex¬ 
plicably  convoluted  and  difpofed,  v/hich  enter 
into,  and  make  a  Part  of  their  Subftance.  If 
it  be  alfo  confidered,  that  Milk  coagulates  more 
eafily  than  any  other  animal  Fluid,  is  the  moft 
crude  of  any  that  has  been  fubjedted  to  the 
Laws  of  Circulation,  and  fe^om  fails  to 
partake  of  the  Nature  of  the  Food  laft  taken 
in,  that  it  contains  a  large  Portion  of  thick, 
cheely  Coagulum,  or  Curd,  eafily  feparated  by 
Obftrudtion  or  Stagnation,  from  the  wheyey 
Part,  which,  in  a  natural  found  State,  keeps 
it  fufficiently  dilute,  homogenious,  and  fit  tq 
pafs  through  the  lactiferous  Dudts.  For  fup- 
pvfc  one  tingle  Drop  of  Milk  to  flagnate 

in 
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in  the  Follicle,  of  a  Gland,  or  one  of  the  mi¬ 
nute  Veffels  of  the  Bread:,  if  this  Drop  is  not 
excreted,  diffipated,  or  abforbed  into  the  Mafs 
of  Blood,  it  will  by  the  Warmth  of  its  Situa¬ 
tion  be  deprived  of  its  ierous  .and  moft  fubtile 
Particles,  what  remains  will  coagulate,  concrete 
and  harden,  another  Drop  will,  by  the  Laws 
of  Circulation,  be  brought  to  it  , adhere  gradual¬ 
ly,  indurate,  as  the  former  did,  and  in  the  fame 
Manner,  from  new  Supplies  there  will  be  a 
continual  Application  and  Agglutination  of  frefli 
Matter,  the  Obftro&ion  becomes  greater  and 
more  inveterate,  and  in  no  long  Space  of  Time 
an  evident  Scirfbus  will  be  formed.  The  a- 
bove  Way  of  Reafoning  will  convey  a  general 
Notion  how  ScirrhiijJ'es  are  produced,  by  ill— 
IpiiTated  Lymph,  (which  is  indifputably  one 
of  the  moft  common  Caufes  of  this  Difeafe,) 
or  any  Fluid  prseternaturally  thickened,  whi'ift 
contained  in  its  proper  Veffels,  and  not  extra- 
vafated. 

Sect.  XL  This  Difofder  may  likewife  owe  - 
its  Origin  to  a  Bruife,  external  Compreffion, 
an  atrabilious  Dilpolition,  Sorrow,  Fear,  hard 
or  improper  Diet,  a  fedentary  and  unmaried 
Life,  an  hereditary  Labes,  Barrennefs,  &c. 

Sect. XII.  The  Antients almoftunanimoufly 
condemn  the  Atra  Biiis ,  as  the  primary  Caufe 
of  fcirrhous  and  cancerous  Disorders. 


Sect, 
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Sect.  XIII.  Many  W omen  after  Child-bi rth , 
efpecially  thofe  who  do  not  give  Suck,  have 
their  Breads  turgid,  drftended,  inflamed  and 
painful,  from  an  Abundance  of  Milk  not  be¬ 
ing  properly  evacuated 5  fuch  unfortunate  Peo¬ 
ple  often  confult  thofe  that  promife  a  Cure  by 
Means  of  hot,  fpiritous,  and  thence  fuppofed, 
dilcutient  Applications,  whence  it  frequently 
comes  to  pals,  that  the  thinner  Parts' of  the  ob- 
drudting  Humours  being  difeufled,  what  re¬ 
mains,  becomes  infpiflated,  coagulated,  and  irre- 
foluble,  ftrongly  fluffing  the  fmall  Veffels  which 
become  compacted  together,  from  which  Cau- 
fes  a  Foundation  is  laid  for  a -Scirrhus,  fooner 
or  later  terminating  in  a  Cancer;  fuch  Evils  are 
the  more  to  be  lamented,  as  they  might  have 
been  averted  by  proper  and  timely  Manage¬ 
ment,  but  that  they  and  many  others  do  hap¬ 
pen  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  fo  long  as  Af¬ 
fairs  of  Confequence  are  intruded  to  the  Care 
of  Nurfes,  and  ignorant  Pretenders  to  a  Know¬ 
ledge  in  Medicine  and  Surgery. 

Sect.  XIV.  Abfcefles  of  the  Breads,  whe¬ 
ther  from  Milk  or  other  Caufes,  if  laid  open 
before  they  are  diffidently  maturated  (particu¬ 
larly  the  lower  Part)  which  not  being  after¬ 
wards  fully  digeded  before  the  Ulcer  is  per¬ 
mitted  to  heal  up,  may  remain  feirrhous,*  alfo 

venereal 

*  From  this  Caufe,  Mrs.  Carter  of  Deptfirtl*  hac  a 
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venereal  Buboes  which  were  too  foon  opened, 
after  a  partial  Suppuration,  and  clofed  before 
the  Body  of  the  infedied  Gland  and  its  Integu¬ 
ments  have  been  duly  confumed,  or  wafted  a- 
way,  are  fubjedl  to  the  like  Confequences. 

Sect. XV.  Incipient  and  declining  Menftrua 
(elpecially  the  latter)  caufe  great  Changes  in' 
the  Conftifutions  of  Women-  for  when  that 
neceflary  Evacuation  begins  to  ceafe,  the  Ute¬ 
rus  and  Ovaries  are  frequently  affedted  with 
Scirrhvjjes ,*f*  their  Veflels  being  loaded  with 
Humours  incapable  of  paffing  through  them, 
and  the  Sympathy  or  Confent  between  the 
Womb  and  the  Breafts  being  fo  great,  that  as 
foon  as  the  free  Egrefs  of  the  uterine  Blood  is 
impeded,  the  latter  begin  to  fwell,  and  grow 
turgid,  as  is  well  known  both  to  Women  with 
Child,  and  thofe  who  lie-in ;  the  Reafon  there¬ 
fore  is  plain,  why  the  Breafts  are  fo  fubjedt  to 

Scirrhujfes 

Scirrhus  formed  in  her  Breaft,  as  large  as  a  common  flzed 
Orange,  which  came  fome  Time  after  her  being  ill  cured 
of  an  Abfcefs.  She  is  now  under  my  Care. 

Another  Inftance  of  this  Kind,  is  in  Mrs.  Graves  in  G?- 
vent-Garden ,  who  hath  a  Scirrhus  from  the  fame  Caufe. 

Several  more  I  could  mention,  if  neceflary. 

f  A  Cafe  of  this  Sort  I  was  lately  called  to,  Mrs.  —  in 
Holbourn^veho  perceived  (on  the  decline  of  the  Menflxuas) 
a  fmall  Lump  on  the  Mouth  of  the  Womb,  which  in  a 
fliort  Tiipe  grew  to  the  Size  of  a  large  Tennis-ball,  and 
become  cancerous. 

Another  Inffance,  from  the  fame  Caufe,  happened  1 9 
Mrs. - -  of  Deal,  which  was  likewife  cancerous. 
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Scirrhujfes  upon  the  Declenfion  or  Ceffation  of 
the  Menfes,  at  which  Time  of  Life  it  alfo 
frequently  happens,  that  Scirrhufles  from  o- 
ther  Caufes,  fuch  as  may  have  probably  re¬ 
mained  long,  in  a  quiet,  unincreafed  State, 
begin  now  to  grow  larger,  become  troublefome, 
and  of  dangerous  Confequence.  This  Difeafe 
is  likewife  not  uncommon  to  married  or  un¬ 
married,  young  or  middle-aged  Women,  ef- 
pecially  thofe  who  are  fuhjed:  to  hyfteric  and 
nervous  Complaints,  and  who  have  labour¬ 
ed  under  a  long  Suppreffion  or  great  Defi¬ 
ciency  of  Menftruation,  and  in  either  Sex, 
thofe  who  have  been  troubled  with  the  bleed¬ 
ing  Piles,  and  afterwards  find  a  W ant  of  that 
cuflomary,  and  (in  fome  Conftitutions,)  necef- 
fary  Evacuation,  will  be  liable  to  this  Diforder 
in  fome  of  the  Vifcera,  as  the  Liver,  &c.  be- 
caufe  the  Blood  which  was  wont  to  be  evacu¬ 
ated  through  the  haemorrhoidal  Veffels,  not 
finding  a  Paffage  that  Way,  may  regurgitate 
to  other  Parts,  be  rendered  thicker  from  its 
languid  Motion,  and  be  depofited  in  various 
Glands,  the  Veffels  of  which  cannot  admit  a 
Paffage  thro’  them. 

Sect.  XVI.  Old  Ulcers,  and  fuch  as  ought 
to  be  kept  open,  being  too  fuddenly,  and  im¬ 
properly  healed  ;  Iffues  too  haftily  dried  up 
and  cuticular  Eruptions  treated  with  cooling 
and  repelling  Applications,  before  the  morbid 
State  of  the  Humours  is  corrected,  create  va- 

C  *  rious 
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rious  and  terrible  Diforders,  according  to  the 
refpe£tive  Parts  affedted.  The  morbific  Matter 
being  thrown  back  into  the  Mafs  of  Blood,  if  it 
feizes  upon  the  Glands,  forms  Schiruffes ;  if  on  the 
Eyes,  inveterate  Opthalmies;  if  on  the  Lungs, 
afthmatic,  pleuretic,  or  peripneumonic  Com¬ 
plaints  j  and  fo  in  the  other  Parts,  Diforders  pe¬ 
culiar  to  them,  from  their  Structure,  Situation, 
or  the  different  Difpofition  of  the  Humours 
which  circulate  in  them. 

Sect.  XVII.  Hoffman a  affirms,  that  he  could 
produce  Examples  of  many,  who,  at  a  certain 
Age,  were  feized  with  fcirrhous  Diforders, 
which  they  derived  from  their  Parents  and 
as  we  daily  fee  the  moft  ftubborn  Maladies 
coming  from  the  fame  Source,  e.  g.  the  Epi- 
lepfy,  Gout,  Confumption,  &c.  it  does  not 
appear  too  bold  an  Affertion,  that  Scirrhuffes 
may  be  hereditary. 

Sect.  XVIII.  A  Scirrhus  of  the  favourable 
Sort,  (Sect.  IV.)  may  continue  a  long  Time 
almoftharmlefs,  unlefs  it  compreffes  the  neigh¬ 
bouring 

*  Opera  Omnia,  Tom.  iii.  Pars  v.  Cap.  vi.  P.  446: 

*  Mrs.  Larcomb  in  Crofs-Jlreet ,  near  Carnaby  -market^ 
had  a  Scirrhus  in  the  Brealt,  about  the  Size  of  an  Hen’s' 
Egg,  which  fhe  thought  came  by  a  Hurt.  I  cured  her  in 
laii:  December .  She  informed  me,  her  Mother  died  of  a 
Cancer  in  the  Breaft,  about  a  Year  and  half  a-go. 

I  have  alfo  cured  a  young  Woman,  a  Servant  to  Lady 
Gainfborough ,  of  a  Scirrhus  in  the  Bread:,  whofe  Mother 
died  of  a  Cancer  about  two  Years  a-go. 
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bouring  Veffels  pretty  much,  as  is  obferved  by 
Van  Swieten*  and  alfo  by  Mr.  WifemaiV  Tho’ 
the  learned  Van  Swieten ,c  fays,  That  fo  long 
as  a  Scirrhus  pofTefles  any  Part  of  the  Body,  it 
is  plain  that  there  is  Reafon  to  be  in  a  continu¬ 
al  Dread  of  fomething  worfe  fucceeding,  as  it 
is  impoffible  with  all  Art  and  Prudence  to  avoid 
the  Confequences,  for  whatever  incites  the 
Motion  of  the  Humours  and  quickens  the 
Circulation,  as  Paffions  of  the  Mind,  Errors 
in  Diet,  Motions  of  the  Body,  Bruifes,  Falls, 
Fevers,  &c.  may  change  a  benign  Scirrhus ,  in¬ 
to  a  deplorable  Cancer. 

Sect.  XIX.  Hie  latet  Anguis ,  is  juflly  ap¬ 
plicable  to  a  Scirrhus ,  however  feemingly  mild, 
or  luckily  feated. 

Sect.  XX.  Bonetus ,d  Schenkius ,e  and  moft 
other  medical  Obfervators,  give  almoft  innu¬ 
merable  Inftances  of  chronical  Difeafes  owing 
their  Rife  to  Scirrbujfes  of  the  Vifcera/ 

C  2  Sect. 

*  Comment.  Roerh.  Aphor.  Tom.  i.  Pag.  86 1. 

b  See  alfo  IVifemaris  Surgery,  Vol.  i.  Booki.  Chap, 
xxi.  Obf.  7.  P.  167. 

c  Comment.  Boerhaav  Aphor.  Tom.  i.  Pag.  862. 

d  Sepulch.  Anat.  Paflim.  c  Obfervat.  Paflim. 

f  A  feirrhous  Spleen  befet  with  two  little  Bags,  which 
contained  about  fix  or  feven  Ounces  of  Water,  the  whole 
weighed  one  hundred  and  twenty-fix  Ounces.  The  Pati¬ 
ent  died  Dropfical.  Monro  on  the  Dropfy,  P.  15,  Note 
p.  A  Woman  died  of  an  Afcites,  whofe  Storrmch  was 
quite  fcirihous,  being  in  fome  Places  near  an  Inch  thick, 

its 
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Sect.  XXL  The  Effe&s  caufed  by  a  Sdr- 
rhus  are  various  and  different,  according  to  the 
Nature  and  Importance  of  the  Seat  they  occu¬ 
py,  and  the  Functions  of  the  neighbouring  Parts, 
which  are  compreifed,  or  otherways  injured, 
by  an  Increafe  of  the  Diforder  ;  if  a  Scirrhus 
preffes  upon  the  large  Arteries,  it  will  occaiion 
an  Atrophy,  or  Wafting;  if  upon  the  Trunks  of 
the  Veins,  oedematous  and  inflammatory  Tu¬ 
mours  ;  if  upon  the  Nerves,  Numbnefs  and 
Torpidnefs,  with  an  Atrophy  joined  to  it:  hence 
worfe  is  to  be  feared  from  a  Scirrhus  that  is 
feated  upon,  and  comprefies  large  Veffels  or 
Nerves  by  its  Weight,  than  if  feated  in  the 
Body  of  the  Breaft,  where  it  is  poflible  it  may 
remain  for  a  Time  almoft  harmlefs  (Sect.  IV.) 
tho?  in  inveterate  ones  of  that  Part,  the  fubaxiF 
lary  Glands  of  the  fame  Side  generally  become 

in** 

its  Plicae  were  all  hard,  fcirrhous,  very  prominent,  and 
feemed  convoluted  in  an  extraordinary  Manner,  the  Pan¬ 
creas  too  was  firm  and  hard,  ibid.  In  the  Body  of  a  Wo-, 
man  who  died  Dropfical,  many  fcirrhous  Glands  were 
found,  of  wdiich  ten  or  twelve  were  as  big  as  a  Man’s  Fift 
and  as  hard  as  W ood.  De  la  Motte  traite  Complet  de  Chi- 
rurgiej  Tom.  ii.  p.  160.  A  Gentleman,  to  cure  Corpu¬ 
lency,  was  advifed  to  ufe  Acids,  and  having  flridfly  followed 
that  Courfe  for  more  than  a  Year,  he  found  himfelf  gra¬ 
dually  diminifh  in  Size,  and  was  even  reduced  to  a  fatal 
Marafmus,  naufeating  Food,  and  throwing  up  whatever 
he  ate  or  drank  ;  his  Body  being  opened,  the  Stomach  was 
a  membranous  Bag,  fcirrhous,  and  almoftlike  the  Uterus. 
'Halier' s  Pathological  Obfervations,  Obf,  XXL  P.  45, 
$£  46. 
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indurated  and  fwollen,a  and  if  one  Breaft  con¬ 
tinues  long  fcirrhous,  the  other  often  begins  to 
be  affefted  in  like  Manner,  and  the  Womb  al¬ 
io,  from  the  Affinity  or  Connection  between 
thefe  Parts.  (Sect.  XV.)  Scirrhufjes  have 
been  known  to  occafion  Barrennels,b  diffi¬ 
cult 


a  Van  Swieteii  faw  a  Woman  fixty  Years  old,  whole 
Right-bread  was  wholly  fcirrhous,  and  the  fubaxillary 
Glands  of  the  fame  Side  fwclled  and  hardened,  whence 
fhe  was  fird  afflicted  with  fevere  Pain  in  the  whole  Right- 
arm,  which  was  followed  with  aNumbnefsand  beginning 
Palfy.  The  Glands  in  the  Right-fide  of  the  Neck  were 
very  hard  and  tumid,  and  fhe  was  fubjeCt  to  frequent 
Paintings  ;  which  he  conjectures  might  arife  from  the  Par 
Vagum  and  intercoftal  Nerves  of  that  Side,  being  com- 
prefled.  Comment,  in  Aphor.  Boerhaav,  Tom.  i.  Pag. 
856, 865. 

b  Hildanus  opened  the  Body  of  a  Woman  aged  fixty, 
who  had  been  twice  married,  and  never  bore  Children,  in 
order  to  find  out  the  Caufe  of  her  Sterility.  There  was  a 
Scirrhus  which  furreunded  the  internal  Orifice  of  the 
Womb  like  a  Ring,  and  fo  clofed  its  Aperture,  that  it 
would  fcarce  admit  of  the  Point  of  a  Reed  into  it.  Obfervat . 
Chirurg.  Centaur .  i.  Obf.  LXV.  Pag .  51.  In  another 
Woman,  who,  in  her  fird  lying-in,  was  feized  with  an 
Inflammation  of  the  Uterus,  and  never  afterwards  had  a- 
ny  Children ;  upon  opening  her  Body,  after  Death,  he 
found  a  Scirrhus  as  large  as  the  Egg  of  a  Goofe,  fo  placed 
before  the  Orifice  of  the  Womb,  as  entirely  to  prevent 
an  Entrance  into  it,  and  adhered  fo  firmly  to  it,  that  it 
could  not  by  any  Means  be  pulled  away.  Ibid.  Obfervat. 
LX VI.  Van  Swieten  faw  the  whole  Vagina  fcirrhous, 
and  fo  fwelled  in  its  whole  Circumference,  as  fcarce  to 
admit  the  Introduction  of  a  Pin.  Comment .  in  Aphor. 
Boerhaav ,  Tom.  i.  Pag.  857. 
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cult  Births,3  the  Iliac  Paffion,*5  as  well  as  many 
other  uncommon  Effeds. 

Sect.  XXII.  A  Part  of  the  Body,  though 
fcirrhous,  may  be  lefs  than  when  in  its  natural 
State.0 

Sect.  XXIII.  Thofe  who  have  fcirrhous 
Tumours  in  the  Breaft,  fhould  be  particularly 
careful  to  avoid  all  violent  Motions  of  the  Arms, 
the  pebtoral  Mufcle,  which  is  feated  in  a  great 
Meafure  under  the  Breaft,  being  by  fuch 
Means  brought  into  ftrong  Adtion,  will  greatly 

irritate 

a  Though  aWoman  fhould  prove  with  Child,  labour- 
ing  under  a  Scirrhus  of  the  Womb,  or  PafTage  to  it,  the 
Delivery  is  always  rendered  difficult,  if  not  impoffible.  For 
Jnftances  of  which,  See  Memoirs  de  V Acad,  des  Sciences^ 
V An  1705.  Hijt.  p.  65,  66.  Medical  EJJays ,  Vol.  iii.  Art. 
XXIX.  p .2^1,  tffc.  Hildan  Obfervat.  Chirurg.  Cent.  i.  Obf. 
LX VII.  p.  52. 

b  A  Man,  who  for  feveral  Years  complained  of  a  con¬ 
tinual  fixed  Pain  under  the  Region  of  the  Liver,  died  of 
the  Iliac  Paffion  ;  when  the  Body  was  opened,  there  was 
found  in  the  Bottom  of  the  Coecum,  a  Scirrhus  already 
exulcerated.  Hildan  Obf erv.  Chirurg.  Cent.i.  Obf.lMl. 
Pag.  4.9..  The  Volvulus  from  a  Scirrhus,  which  prefied 
upon  the  lleon  near  the  Place  where  that  Inteftine  ends, 
and  is  inferred  into  the  Colon.  Van  Swieten  Cojnment .  in 
Aphor.  Boerh.  Tom.  i.  Pag.  859. 

c  In  fciri ho  Tumor  eft  a  valenter  retenta  Materia,  a~ 
liquando  tamen  ilicidere  poteft,  ut  aliqua  Pars  tenuata  fit 
atque  minor,  quam  naturaliter  effe  debet,  et  tamen  dura 
et  fcirrhofa,  e.  g.  fi  fubita  Evacuatione  Vafa  collabuntur, 
et  per  awfcuriv  concrefcunt,  in  quod,  inVifceribus  poft 
gravem  Sanguinis  Profufionem  fieri,  Obfervatione  com- 
pertum  eft.  Platneri  Inftitut.  Chirurg.  S.  225.  Pag.  147. 
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irritate  and  increafe  the  Diforder.  In  the  Lips 
and  Tongue  there  is  great  Danger  that  a  Scir- 
rhus  will  foon  turn  cancerous,  as  there  is  fuch 
a  continual  Flux  of  Humours  upon  thofe  Parts, 
and  they  are  fubjedted  to  almoft  continual  and 
unavoidable  Motions. 

Sect.  XXIV.  We  fliould  be  induced  early 
to  attempt  the  Cure  of  a  Scirrhus ,  though  it 
be  not  very  troublefome,  for  Fear  of  what  may 
happen,  (Sect.  XVIII.)  and  becaufe  the  ne- 
ceffary  Functions  of  the  Gland  it  occupies,  are 
thereby  impeded. 

Sect.  XXV.  The  chirurgical  Intentions  to 
cure  Scirrhujj'es  are,  i y?,  to  foften  and  relax 
the  Veffels,  and  render  the  obftrufting  concre¬ 
ted  Matter  fluid,  and  capable  of  circulating 
through  them,  or  of  being  taken  up  by  the  ab- 
forbent  or  exhaling  Veffels :  In  fuch  Cafe  the 
Tumour  is  faid  to  be  difperfed.  2 dh\  If  the 
Humours  are  too  much  thickened,  and  the  Part 
fo  hardened  as  not  to  yield  to  fuch  Treatment, 
as  propofed,  there  feems  to  be  no  other  Way 
left  to  free  the  Patient  from  their  Complaints, 
but  the  Knife,  or  my  Method. 

Sect.  XXVI.  There  are  Hopes  that  a  Scir¬ 
rhus  maybe  difperfed,  when  it  is  recent,  benign, 
(Sect.  IV.)  external,  properly  leated,  and  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  an  external  Caufe;  when  it  firft 
begins  irom  an  Obftrudtion  in  the  Veffels, which 

convey 
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convey  the  Humours  to  the  Part  affedted,  is  at¬ 
tended  with  few,  or  no  troublefome  Symptoms, 
(Sect.  IV.)  is  indolent,  yet  painful  if  handled, 
or  prefled  upon  ;  when  it  doth  not  yet  adhere 
to  the  neigbouring  Parts,  nor  is  much  hardened, 
but  yeilds  fomewhat  to  Preflure,  in  a  young 
Perfon  of  lax  Habit,  abounding  with  good 
Juices  :*  But  no  fuch  good  Event  is  to  be  ex- 
pedted,  if  the  Diforder  be  of  long  ftanding,  an 
unfavourable  Kind,  from  an  internal  Caufe, 
(Sect.  V.)  and  feizes  upon  People  in  Years,  of 
a  rigid,  cacochymic  Conftitution,  is  inveterate, 
very  hard,  infenfible,  where  the  Symptoms 
(Sect.  II.)  are  violent,  and  the  Obftrudtion  firft 
began  in  the  fecerning  Vefiels,  or  in  the  Folli¬ 
cle  of  a  Gland. 

Sect.  XXVII.  The  Cure  of  Scirrhujfes  fea- 
ted  in  the  internal  Parts  of  the  Body,  as  the 
Liver,  Spleen,  Stomach,  Uterus,  &c .  is  to  be 
effedted  chiefly,  if  not  altogether,  by  internal 
Medicines,  which,  as  the  Exhibition  of  them 
doth  not  belong  to  my  Branch  of  Bufinefs,  I 
fhall  take  Care,  by  not  reciting  or  recommend¬ 
ing  any,  to  avoid  the  Imputation  of  meddling 
with  Matters,  which  I  do  not  pretend  to  under- 
ftand. 

Sect, 

*  I  have  lately  cured  feveral  recent  SchrhuJJeshy  Refo- 
lution  ;  among  others,  Mrs.  Anglis ,  from  Mardin  in  Kent * 

MifsG - n?  from  Norwich. 

Mrs.  Abley ,  from  Rutlandjhire ,  and  others. 


Sect.  XXVIII.  Such  Scirrhujfcs  come  pro¬ 
perly  under  chirurgical  Treatment,  as  are  fea- 
ted  upon  the  external  Parts  of  the  Body,  or 
where  manual  Operations  can  be  performed,  or 
topical  Medicines  applied. 

Sect.  XXIX.  Before  any  Remedy  is  applied 
to  a  Scirrhus ,  we  ought  carefully  to  examine 
whether  there  is  a  Poilibility  of  its  being  difper- 
fed,  which  may  be  judged  of  from  obferving  what 
has  been  already  mentioned  in  the  former  Part 
of  (Sect.  XXVI.)  for  the  utmod  Prudence  is 
necedary,  nor  diould  any  Tiling  be  inconfide- 
rately  attempted,  fince  one  falfe  Step  may  pro¬ 
duce  fuch  bad  Confequences  as  can  never  after¬ 
wards  be  remedied. 

Sect.  XXX.  It  would  be  an  endlefs  Talk 
to  enumerate  the  feveral  external  Applications 
which  have  been  made  Ufe  of  to  diffolve  Scir- 
rhujfes :  I  fhall  content  myfelf  with  mention¬ 
ing  fuch  as  are  recommended  by  the  bed;  Au¬ 
thors,  and  feem  mod  likely  to  anfwer  the  Pur- 
pofe.  Such  are  Mercurials,  gentle  Fridlions, 
Fumes  of  Vinegar,  Plaiders  compofed  of  the 
ferulaceous  Gums,  as  Galbanum,  Ammonia- 
cum,  &c.  Fomentations  of  emollient  and  dif- 
cutient  Herbs,  Cataplafms  of  the  fame,  Ve- 
nice-foap  diffolved  in  Milk,  frefh  Cow’s-dung 
boiled  in  Milk  to  the  Confidence  of  a  Pultice, 

D  warm 
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warm  Sea-fand,  human  Fat:  Van  Swieten a  fays 
nothing  bids  fairer  to  refolve  a  fcirrhous  Part> 
than  to  expofe  it  twice  a  Day  to  the  Steams  of 
warm  Water,  then  to  rub  it  gently,  and  after¬ 
wards  to  apply  an  aromatic  Plaifter,  adding  there¬ 
to  of  the  Gums  Sagapenum,  Galbanum,  Am- 
moniacum  and  the  like ;  Fomentations  likewife 
and  Pultices  prepared  of  fuch  Kinds  of  Ingre¬ 
dients  are  alfo  very  ferviceable*  He  fays,  that 
by  fuch  Methods  being  perfevered  in  for  feme 
Months,  he  has  often  cured  recent  Scirrhuffes 
of  the  Breafts :  He  has  likewife  feen  much  Be¬ 
nefit  accrue  from  Spanith-foap  diffolved  in  Milk 
to  the  Confidence  of  a  thin  Pultice  ibaked  in¬ 
to  a  Spunge  and  applied  to  the  fchirrous  Part,, 
laying  over  it  a  HogVbladder  fmeared  with 
Oyl.  Hil cl  anus  b  gives  us  a  remarkable  In¬ 
fiance  of  a  fcirrhous  Breaft,  which,  after  many 
external  Applications  had  been  uled  to  no  Pur- 
pofe,  was  cured  by  the  Ufe  of  a  Liniment* 
which  among  other  Things  contained  a  large 
Quantity  of  Ammoniacum  diffolved  in  Vine¬ 
gar  of  Squills ;  he  applied  likewife  an  emollk 
ent  Cataplafm  twice  a  Day:  the  Virtues  of 
Quickfilver  and  its  Preparations,  as  aRefolvent* 
both, when  adminiftered  internally,  and  applied 
externally,  are  univerfally  known .  This  famed 
Drug  fhould  be  only  ufed  in  an  incipient  and 
very  favourable  Kind  of  Sdrrbus ,  in  which  it 
is  often  found  to  do  remarkable  Service  but  by 

no 

a  Comment,  in  Aphor.  Boerh.  Tom,  I.  Pag.  864* 

h  Obfervat.  Chirurg.  Centaur,  i.  Pag.  152.. 
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no  Means  let  it  be  applied  to  fuch  as  are  hard  or 
malign  (Sect.V.)  as  it  would  be  liable,  from  its 
fo  much  increafing  the  circulatory  Motion  of 
the  Fluids,  to  convert  it  into  a  Cancer.  Plai¬ 
ner  a  is  of  Opinion  that  Mercury  may  be  of 
Service  in  Schirrufjes ,  which  are  confequent 
upon  a  veneral  Taint,  but  that  it  feldom  does 
good  in  indurated  Breafts  from  any  other  Caufe. 
He  adviles,  when  you  make  Ufe  of  it,  to  give  a 
Cathartic  now  and  then,  left  the  Mercury  fali- 
vates,  which  by  Obfervation  is  found  feldom  to 
remove  Scirrhujfes .  River  ins  b  relates  that  a 
Girl,  twenty  Years  of  Age,  had  a  Scirrkus  of 
the  Size  of  a  Walnut  upon  the  upper  Part  of 
the  Metacarpus,  which  was  difcufied ;  he  ap¬ 
plied  a  Plate  of  Lead  rubbed  over  with  Quick¬ 
silver,  which  being  wore  upon  the  Part  eight 
Days,  the  Tumour  difappeared  and  never  re¬ 
turned.  Gentle  Fridtion  does  moft  good,  and 
is  indeed  excellent,  when  it  is  perceived  that 
the  other  Means  made  Ufe  of  have  in  fome 
Meafure  altered  the  Scirrhus  for  the  better,  and 
the  Flopes  of  a  Cure  by  Refolution  are  well 
grounded  ;  but  it  very  foon  renders  an  unfa¬ 
vourable  Kind  of  Scirrhus ,  cancerous;*  for  it 

D  2  is 

a  Inftitut.  Chirurg.  S.  267.  Pag.  157,  158. 

c  Obfervat.  Communicat.  a  D.  Jacoz.  Obi.  ix.  Pag. 
316. 

*  I  would  earneftly  caution  thofe  who  make  Ufe  of 
b  riclion,  that  it  be  only  in  the  earlieft  Stagesof  a  Scirrhus, 
having  lately  feen  four  Inftances  of  Cancers  in  the  Breafts, 
brought  on  by  an  ignorant  Man’s  violently  rubbing  the 
Scirrbujjisy  pretending  to  cure  them. 
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is  a  general  Rule  in  Practice,  that  when  a  Scir- 
rhus  hath  arrived  to  fuch  a  Pitch  that  there  is  no 
Poffibility  of  its  being  refolved,  Nothing  fhould 
be  adminiftered  internally  which  increafes  the 
Motion  of  the  Blood,  nor  any  Thing  applied 
externally,  which  irritates:  The  Fume  of  Vi¬ 
negar,  upon  Account  of  its  inciding  and  attenu¬ 
ating  Quality,  is  highly  commended  in  fcirrhous 
Indurations,  either  by  itfelf,  or  as  fome  judge  it 
improved  in  Point  of  Efficacy,  if  Flint- Hones  are 
made  quite  hot,  then  thrown  into  Vinegar,  and 
the  Part  which  is  fcirrhous  fo  placed,  as  com- 
modioufly  to  receive  the  Vapours  that  arife. 
Deidier a  greatly  commends  the  Application  of 
warm  Sea-fand  to  diffolve  Scirrkujfes  of  the 
Breads ;  he  fays,  it  gently  rouzes  the  flyggifh 
impacted  Humour,  divides,  attenuates,  and 
difcufles  it,  by  a  copious  Perforation  through 
the  Pores  of  the  Skin  5  this  Perfpiration  is  fo 
great,  that  the  Sand,  however  dry  when  ap¬ 
plied,  foon  grows  wet,  by  abforbing  the  tranf- 
pired  Matter;  therefore  the  moifi:  Sand  is  to  be 
changed,  and  the  drieft  made  warm  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  as  often  as  is  judged  necefTary :  Sea-fand 
is  preferable  to  all  others,  becaufe  it  is  warmer, 
and  contains  more  Salt  than  the  common  Kinds. 
Wifeman  b  imputes  the  Cure  of  a  Lady,  whole 
Legs  were  i welled  and  become  fcirrhous,  not 
only  along  the  Shins,  but  alfo  the  mufculous 
Flefh  on  the  Calves  and  Ancles,  chiefly  to  the 

Parts 

DeTumoribus,  Pag.  127,  128.  b  Chirurgical  Trea-» 
fifes,  Vol.  i.  Hook  i.  Chap,  xix,  Obfer,  i.  p.  155, 
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Parts  being  embrocated  twice  a  Day  with  cla¬ 
rified  human  Fat.  Hoffman ,b  after  mentioning 
the  moft  famous  Applications  made  Ufe  of  for 
diffolving  Scirrhiff'es ,  fays,  that  if  any  Remedy 
can  be  applied  with  Safety  and  Advantage,  the 
moft  proper  is  a  Cataplafm  of  Millet  boiled  in 
Miik,  and  wrapped  up  in  fo  many  Folds  of  Li¬ 
nen  Cloth,  that  the  Part  affedled  may  be  prefer- 
ved  from  any  Humidity ;  by  Means  of  this  do- 
meftic  Remedy,  applied  three  or  four  Times  a 
Day,  when  under  a  Courfe  of  the  Carljbad 
W aters,  he  faw  a  furprifing  Effedt  produced  in 
the  Beginning  of  cancerous  Tumours,  in  two 
unmarried  Girls,  who  had,  to  no  Purpofe  be¬ 
fore,  made  Ufe  of  the  moft  famous  and  beft 
contrived  Medicines.  If  the  Malady  be  recent 
it  may  be  of  Service  to  apply  Cataplafms, 
which  ought  not  to  be  wet ;  of  thefe  perhaps, 
the  moft  proper  is,  that  made  of  fat  Figs  bruif- 
ed  and  roafted  ’till  they  become  of  the  Confid¬ 
ence  of  a  thin  Pultice  or  Pap.c 
c  * 

Sect.  XXXI.  To  everyone  who  confiders 
what  has  been  faid  in  the  foregoing  Sedtion,  it 
will  be  very  evident,  that  the  Cure  of  a  Scir - 
rhus  is  one  of  the  moft  difficult  Things  in  the 
whole  Art  of  Surgery ;  feeing  if  thofe,  who  have 
tried  all  the  moft  famed  Medicines  to  anfwer 
this  Purpofe,  will  be  ingenuous,  they  muft  cer¬ 
tainly  own,  that  their  Succefs  has  been  but  very 

indifferent ; 

b  Opera  Omnia,  Tom.iii.  Pars.  v.  Cap.  vi.  P.  4461 
c  Platneri  Inffit.Chirurg.Cap.  dzScirrho^  6.  267'.  Pag.  157. 
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Indifferent;  for  it  is  to  be  confidered,  that  the  of¬ 
fending  morbid  Matter  of  this  Difeafe,  lies  as  it 
were  out  of  the  Bounds  of  Circulation,  whence  it 
cannot  receive  the  proper  Effedts  of  the  Remedies 
madeUfe  of;  nor  can  Mercury,  the  greateft  of  all 
known  Refolvents,  be  of  much  Service,  fince  non 
agit  nijiagitur.  This  is  in  a  greater  Degree  the 
Cafe  in  thofe  ScirrhuJJes ,  where  the  Caufe  lies 
in  the  Follicle  of  a  Gland,  than  when  the  Vef- 
fels  which  convey  the  Fluid  to  the  Follicle  or 
excretory  Dudt  (Sect.  VII.)  are  only  obftruc- 
ted. 

Sect.  XXXII.  The  Application  of  Medi¬ 
cines  to  refolve  a  Scirrhus  fhould  never  be  long 
perfifted  in,  unlefs  we  obferve  a  proper  Effedt 
from  them,  otherwife,  as  there  are  none  of 
them  which  do  not  ftimulace  more  or  lefs,  it  is 
beft  in  Time  defift,  for  Fear  of  irritating  and 
rendering  the  Part  cancerous. 

Sect.  XXXIII.  JVifeman a  fays,  that  in  treat¬ 
ing  a  Scirrhus ,  you  are  not  to  ufe  Repellents, b 
for  they  increafe  the  Difcrder ;  you  ought  to 
be  cautious  in  the  Ufe  of  Emollients  alone,  for 
thereby  they  are  frequently  exafperated  and  ter¬ 
minate 

«  Chirurgical  Treatife,  Book  i.  Chap.  xix.  p.  153. 

b  See  alfo  Heifter' s  Surgery,  Vol.  i.  Book  iv.  Chap, 
xvii.  P.  228.  where  he  obferves,  that  if  you  apply  repel¬ 
lent,  or  aftfingent  Medicines  to  a  Scirrhus ,  the  Diforder 
increafeth  wonderfully ;  inlomuch  that  one  Month  will 
produce  more  Increafe  of  Pain  and  Tumour,  thanaYear 
without  any  medicinal  Application. 
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minate  in  Cancers.  You  ought  alfo  to  avoid 
the  Ufc  of  the  ftronger  Difeutients,  left  there¬ 
by  you  refolve  the  thin  ferous  Humours,  and 
convert  the  groffer  Part  into  a  more  folid  Sub- 
ftance. 

Sect.  XXXIV.  We  come  now  to  the  fe- 
cond  Method  of  Cure,  mentioned  (Sect. 
XXV.)  Moft  of  the  Writers  in  Surgery  agree, 
that  where  there  is  no  Poffibility  of  difperfing 
zScirrhus ,  the  beft  Method  is  to  extirpate  it, 
and  that  the  fooner  it  is  done  the  better,  as  by 
its  growing  daily  worfe,  and  tending  more  to 
become  cancerous,  it  renders  the  Operation 
more  difficult,  and  the  Probability  of  a  perma¬ 
nent  Cure  lefs. 

Sect.  XXXV.  ScirrkuJJes  are  extirpated 
two  Ways,  viz.  by  Ligature,  or  by  the  Knife; 
the  former  feems  preferable  when  the  Ton- 
Ala  are  affefted,  and  like  wife  in  fome  Places 
where  there  is  not  an  eafy  Accefs  for  the  Hand 
of  the  Operator.3 

Sect. 


a  A  Widow  about  forty  Years  of  Age,  laboured  under 
a  cancerous  Excrefccnce,  iituated  in  the  interior  Part  of 
the  Neck  of  the  Womb,  which  was  removed  by  Liga¬ 
ture.  Stalpart  IVander  TViel ,  Obf.  varior.  Med.  Anat. 
Chirurg.  Centaur,  i.  Obf.  LXXXVII.  Pag.  368.  To 
which  is  annexed,  a  Copper-plate,  fhewing  the  Appear¬ 
ance,  Size,  CL. -of  the  Excrefcence. 

More  Cafes  nearly  fimilar  to  this,  may  be  met  with  in 
Mifcell.  Med.  Phytic.  German.  Dec.  i.  An.  2.  Obi'.  31. 
Pag.  200.  et  Dec.  ii.  An.  2.  Obf.  168.  Pug.  413,  CL. 
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Sect.  XXX.  Before  the  Cure  of  a  Scirrhm 
is  undertaken  by  the  Knife,  it  is  proper  to  be 
convinced  that  the  Surgeon  has  it  in  his  Power 
to  remove  the  Tumour  totally  ;  for  if  the  leaft 
Part  of  it,  or  the  Roots  remain,  it  feldom  fails 
to  degenerate  into  a  Cancer  very  foon :  The 
Tumour  therefore  fhould  not  be  meddled  with 
in  this  Manner,  unlefs  it  be  moveable  in  every 
Dire&ion,  and  quite  free  from  Adhefion,  or 
being  grown  to  any  Part;  Scirrhujfes  too,  which 
lie  upon,  or  adhere  to  large  Vefiels,  Tendons, 
or  Bones,  the  Dread  of  Haemorrhages,  violent 
Convulfions,  carious  Bones,  are  hard,  if  not 
impoffible  to  cure;  great  Weaknefs,  long  Con¬ 
tinuance,  and  Inveteracy  of  the  Difeafe,  abfo- 
lutely  forbid  the  Operation  of  Excifion. 

As  the  Method  of  taking  away  fcirrhous 
Glands,  both  by  Ligature  and  Excifion,  alfo 
of  amputating  fcirrhous  Breafts  are  fo  fully  de- 
fcribed  by  all  the  Syftematical  Writers  in  Sur¬ 
gery ;  alfo  by  Mr.  Sharp ,  both  in  his  excellent 
Treatife  on  the  Operations,  and  his  critical  En¬ 
quiry.  I  refer  thereto,  fuch  as  chufe  to  be  ac¬ 
quainted  with  thofe  Matters,  where  they  will 
alfo  meet  with  the  beft  approved  Methods  of 
treating  the  Wounds  which  remain  after  the 
Operation. 

Having  endeavoured  to  give  the  beft  Ac¬ 
count  I  have  been  able,  of  the  Nature  of  fcir¬ 
rhous 


I 
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rtous  Difeafes,  and  the  Confequences  of  im¬ 
proper  Treatment ;  likewife  the  Opinions  of 
lome  of  the  heft  Authors  concerning  them, 
with  the  general  Methods  of  Cure  3  it  may  be 
expedted,  I  fhould  fay  fomething  in  Support  of 
the  Remedy  which  I  have  fo  happilly  ufed,  in 
great  Numbers  of  thofe  Cafes,  as  well  in  occult, 
as  in  ulcerated  Cancers  *  the  Succefs  of  which 
will  more  fully  appear  even  from  thofe  few 
Cafes  annexed  to  thisTreatife.  And  as  to  fuch 
ScirrhuJJes ,  as  have  come  under  my  Care  in  their 
early  Stages,  while  the  Tumour  was  benign, 
and  not  advanced  to  a  very  large  Size  (tho’  it 
had  refilled  every  Attempt  to  refolve  it)  I  carl 
truly  fay,  I  have  met  with  as  little  Difficulty 
in  accomplifhing  their  Cures,  as  of  any  other 
Diforder  proper  for  chirurgical  Treatment  ; 
many  of  which,  by  this  Means,  have  been  ex¬ 
tirpated  from  the  Breafts,  from  the  Size  of  a 
Walnut,  to  that  of  the  largeft  Orange,  with¬ 
out  cutting,  or  Lofs  of  Blood,  and  with  fo 
little  Pain,  of  Inconvenience  (in  fome  Cafes) 
as  not  to  require  Confinement,  during  the 
Courfe  of  their  Cures. 

» 

Upon  the  Principle  agreed  on  by  all  Authors 
for  recommending  Extirpation  of  fcirrhous  T u- 
mours,  before  they  approach  to  the  Degree  of 
malign  Cancers,  I  may  juftly  prefume,  Cures 
wrought  by  Means  of  my  Remedy,  to  be  pre¬ 
ferable  to  the  Knife,  as  the  Succefs  attending 
that  terrifying  Operation  is  well  known,  to  be 
very  uncertain  and  precarious,  as  well  in  refpeft 

E  to 
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the  Wound's  healing,  as  that  more  dangerous 
Confequence,  a  Cancer  fucceeding,  from  the 
diftempered  Roots,  if  left  behind,  a  Misfortune 
fcarcely  to  be  avoided  even  by  the  moft  fkilful 
Operator  whereas  it  is  reafonable  to  conceive, 
fuch  Events  will  be  averted,  from  the  peculiar 
Operation  of  the  Medicine  in  Queftion,  which 
caufes  the  Scirrkus ,  or  Cancer  with  its  Roots, 
to  feparate,  and  fall  out,  leaving  a  clean,  well- 
digeited  Sore,  that  afterwards  heals  with  as 
little  Trouble  as  any  Sore  whatever:,  a  Cir- 
cumftance  not  to  be  obtained  by  any  other  Ap¬ 
plication,  or  Method  of  Pradtiee,  that  I  have 
ever  feen  or  heard  of. 

At 

*  I  was  defire  J,  a  few  Months  fince,  to  fee  a  Woman 
in  the  Minor iesy  Mrs.  — — •,  who  had  a  Scirrhus  cut  out 
of  her  Breaft,  by  one  of  the  moft  eminent  Surgeons  of  the 
City,  which  was  performed  with  the  utmoft  Care  and 
Dexterity.  Neverthelefs,  from  fome  of  the  Roots  be¬ 
ing  left  behind,  a  cancerous  Fungus  fhot  up  from  the 
Wound,  which  grew  to  the  Size  of  a  Man’s  Head,  and 
had  feveral  large  Holes  in  it,  fufticient  to  put  ones  Fift  in: 
Afterwards,  it  was  attempted  to  be  deftroyed  by  Cauftics, 
adfual  and  potential,  to  no  Purpofe,  the  Ribs  being  carious, 
made  me  not  chufe  to  meddle  with  it.  I  heard,  fhe  died 
foon  afterwards. 

Another  Inftance,  where  the  Scirrhus  appeared  v-ery  fa¬ 
vourable,  was  cut  out  in  an  Hofpita!  in  my  Prefence,  not 
long  ago,  which  turned  out  afterwards  a  moft  inveterate 
Cancer,  and  killed  the  Patient. 

A  Phyfician’s  Lady  had  a  Scirrhus ,  about  the  Size  of  a 
Pigeon’s  Egg,  cut  out  of  her  Breaft  about  12  Months  a- 
go.  She  applied  tome,  very  lately,  for  Cure,  another 
Scirrhus  having  arofe  from  the  T umour  not  being  radically 
extirpated. 
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At  the  fame  Time,  I  do  not  pretend  to  fay, 
that  there  have  not  been  many  perfect  Cures 
of  ScirrhuJJes  performed  by  the  Knife  ;  yet,  if 
Writers  on  this  Subject  be  right,  their  chief  De¬ 
pendence  and  Hopes  of  Succefs  is  wholly  pla¬ 
ced  in  the  radical  Extirpation  of  the  Scirrhus , 
which  can  never  with  equal  Certainty  be  attain¬ 
ed  from  the  Knife. 

Many  terrible  Calamities,  among  thofe  un¬ 
happy  Perfons  afflidted  with  Cancers  in  the 
Breaft,  might  be  prevented,  would  they  apply 
for  proper  Affiftance  in  Time,  before  the  Scir¬ 
rhus ,  or  Lump  hath  grown  too  large  5  for  not- 
withftanding  all  that  can  be  faid  in  Favour  of 
a  Scirrhus  remaining  indolent,  wre  moft  fre¬ 
quently  find,  that  as  foon  as  they  grow  pain¬ 
ful,  and  increafe  in  Size,  they  quickly  affedt  the 
axillary  Glands,  or  the  other  Bread:,  and  often¬ 
times  before,  which  renders  a  Cure  more  difficult 
and  precarious,  and  which  probably  had  been 
prevented  by  a  timely  and  proper  Treatment: 
Nor  can  we  then  be  fure  the  Liver,  or  fome 
other  Parts  of  the  internal  Vifcera  are  free  from 
the  Difeafe.* 

E  2  The 

*  This  was  the  Cafe  of  Mrs.  Snelling ,  who  had  a  Scir¬ 
rhus  in  the  Breaft,  yet  not  advanced  fo  far,  as  to  forbid 
Hopes  from  its  Size  ;  but  the  Liver  being  difeafed,  fhe,  for 
fome  confiderable  Time,  vomited  Bile,  her  Skin  became 
tinged  like  Saffron,  and  fhe  died  in  a  Jaundice. 

Alfo  the  Lady  of  - Theobald ,  Eiq;  had  a  Scirrhus 

in  the  Breaft,  which  fhe  had  imprudently  kept  to  herfelf, 
till  it  was  grown  to  fo  larg;e  a  Size  as  to  extend  over  the 
whole  Breaft,  and  had  likewife  morbid  theGiaftds  under 
the  Arm.  She  alfo,  by  the  Ufe  of  Quack  Medicines,  much 

con- 
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The  too  common  Advice  to  leave  to  Nature 
fuch  Scirrhuffes ,  as  will  not  readily  fubmit  todifc 
cu dent  Applications,  has,  it  is  much  to  be  feared, 
greatly  contributed  to  render  this  Malady  more 
fatal.  This  Advice  proceeds  from  an  Appre- 
henfion  that  the  Tumor  may  be  aggravated  fq 
as  to  become  fooner  cancerous,  when  there 
remains  no  other  Alternative  (by  the  ufual  Me-? 
thods  of  Surgery)  than  Refol vents,  or  the 
Knife;  and  the  latter  being  difficult  to  perfuade 
the  Patient  to,  is  rarely  complied  with  at  the 
proper  Time  it  ought  to  be,  (/.  e .  in  its  early 
State )  whence  fo  many  Cafes  prove  unfuccefs- 
ful.  For  from  the  general  Confequences  of 
leaving  Scirrhujfes  to  Nature  it  will  be  found, 
that  in  twenty  Cafes,  eighteen  will  turn  out 

Cancers, 

contributed  to  her  own  Misfortune,  impaired  her  Condi- 
tution,  infomucb,  as  made  me  fear,  and  refufe  to  meddle 
with  her,  till  at  Length,  by  her  prefling  Intreaties  in  fo 
defperate  a  Cafe,  I  could  not  refufe  attempting  the  Extirpa¬ 
tion  of  the  Scirrhus  from  the  Bread,  which  fhe  went  thro’ 
with  great  Spirits  ;  and  altho’  I  never  gave  her  any  Hopes  of 
Cure,  her  Difordcr  afterwards  appear’d  more  favourable 
than  could  have  been  expected,  till  the  Symptoms  of  a 
icirrhous  Liver  prefented ;  when  it  was  the  Opinion  of  a 
very  eminent  Phydcian,  who  attended  her,  that  it  was 
impoffible  to  fave  her.  The  Liver  growing  remarkabv 
large  and  painful,  the  Cidic  Dudf  comprefTed,  brought 
on  vomiting  of  Bile,  daily;  a  Jaundice  follow’d,  and 
notwithdanding  a  plentiful  Difcharge  of  good  Matter  from 
the  Sore,  it  proved  ineffectual.  Thus  we  may  fee  the 
Danger  of  Delays,  againd  which  no  Art  or  Skill  can  pre¬ 
vail. 

More  Indances  I  have  feen  of  this  Kind,  which  it  might; 
be  Tautology  to  relate. 
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Cancers,  fooner  or  later ;  almoft  every  Cancer, 
in  the  Bread:,  I  have  met  with,  has  verified 
this  Afiertion.  Therefore  it  is  evidently  more 
advifeable  even  to  fuffer  the  Operation  by  the 
Knife  (where  there  is  no  preferable  Method ) 
in  due  Time,  Tuan  to  delay  till  the  Difeafe  has 
accumulated  mere  Malignity,  and  additional 
Danger,  by  communicating  its  noxious-  Hu¬ 
mours  to  Parts  in  a  found  State ;  for  after  a 
Tumor  is  become  a  confirmed  Scirrhus^  we  ge¬ 
nerally  find  all  Endeavours  to  difperfe  it  ufe- 
lels,  and  tending  to  increafe  rather  than  a- 
bate  theDiforder.  And  it  is  a  melancholySen- 
tence  when  Necefiity  obliges  us  to  acquaint  a 
Patient,  ( advanced  to  the  utmofi:  State  of 
Mifery)  That  there  can  be  Nothing  done, 
i.e.  No  Elopes  of  a  Cure  but  in  Death,  as  at  that 
Time,  moftof  thofe  unhappy  Perfons  would  fub- 
mit  to  any  Thing,  upon  the  lead  Profpedt  of  a 

Recovery,  when  it  is  too  late. - Therefore  it 

ought  to  induce  every  Surgeon,  to  recommend 
and  enforce  fuch  Treatment  in  Time,  as  may 
be  moft  likely  to  prevent  thofe  fatal  Misfor¬ 
tunes,  when  the  Symptoms  threaten,  and  not 
leave  them  to  Chance. 

It  may  perhaps  be  thought  that  I  exprefs  my- 
felf  too  generally  on  this  Head ;  but  I  can  fincerely 
declare,  that  the  many  miferable  Inftances  I 
daily  fee,  from  the  abovementioned  Delays,  are 
fhe  Motives  that  urged  me  to  fpeak  freely  on 
this  Particular,  as  I  could  fay  much  more  in 
Proof  of  it,  were  it  poflible  to  avoid  giving 

Offence 

v  V. 
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Offence  to  feme,  who  might  think  themfelves 
pointed  at,whichIwould  always  avoid;  my  De- 
iign  being  to  caution,  not  to  cenfure. 

str  'esw  'tuns'  n&w  nr  w  nr  nr  "iff  nr  nr  nr  nrisr  US' 
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Of  an  Occult  Cancer. 

Section  XXXVII. 

F  the  Integuments  of  a  Scirrhus , 
5i  i  (j]  whether  from  the  Continuance  of  the 
h  ^STfjd  Diforder,  or  other  Caufes  begin  to 
grow  of  a  Carnation,  Red,  Copper,  Leaden, 
Purple,  Livid,  or  blackifh  Colour;  the  Vefiels 
of  the  Tumour  and  its  Neighbourhood  to  be¬ 
come  fwelled,  turgid;  the  Veins  varicous,a  and 
recurvated;  the  Edges  of  the  Swelling  inflam¬ 
ed,  and  there  be  a  Kind  of  ftony  Hardnefs;  a 
fcabrous,  ridged,  unequal  Surface  on  the  Tu¬ 
mour,  and  great  Increafe  of  its  Size  ;  a  trou- 
blefome  Itching  or  Titillation,  facceeded  by 
Heat,  pricking  and  darting  Pains  in  the  Part 
affedted;  thefe  are  Signs  that  the  difealed  Juices 
of  the  Diforder  is  put  in  Motion,  turns  fam¬ 
ous 

a  Varices  are  not  pathognomic  and  inseparable  Signs  of 
a  Cancer,  as  in  many  there  is  no  fuch  Apperance.  Harris 
DiJJertat.  M»td.  et  Chirurg.  DiJJirtat.  X.  Pag.  172.  The 
Veins  in  fome  Cancers  are  not  confpicuous,  but  lie  hid. 
Celf.  de  Medicina)  Lib.  V.  Cap .  xxviii.  Seel.  ii.  Pag. 
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©us,  and  from  the  Contents  of  the  cellular  and 
adipofe  Membranes  being  melted  down,  and 
mixed  with  it,  it  becomes  more  and  more  a- 
crid,  gradually  corroding  the  Veffels,  and 
thofe  in  its  Neighbourhood,  in  which  State  it 
comes  under  the  Denomination  of  an  Occult 
Cancer,  and  may  properly  be  termed  Rich  fo 
long  as  the  Scirrbus  or  Tumour  is  contained 
within  its  proper  lurrounding  Membranes,  and 
has  not  yet  corroded  the  external  Teguments, 
and  formed  a  vifible  Ulcer. 

All  the  Symptoms  mentioned  in  the  fore¬ 
going  Section,  are  perhaps  never  known  to  hap¬ 
pen  in  one  and  the  fame  Cafe  but  varioufly,  to 
different  Perfons,  in  fome  fewer,  in  others 
more,  according  to  the  greater  or  lefs  Violence 
of  the  Diforder  and  other  attending  Circum- 
ftancesj  but  I  judge  a  full  Defcription  neceffary, 
to  enable  others  to  form  a  right  Notion  of  this 
Diforder,  and  not  to  be  deceived  in  a  Matter  of 
fuch  Importance. 

Sect.  XXXVIII.  Occult  Cancers  have  been 
known  to  remain  in  a  quiet  State  for  many 
Years,  without  occalioning  much  Mifchief, 
but  fuch  Inftances  are  very  rare,  and  can  only 
be  met  with  among  fuch  as,  in  other  Refpedb, 
enjoy  a  tolerably  good  Habit  of  Body. 

Sect.  XXXIX.  In  Regard  to  the  Methods 
of  Cure  recommended  by  Authors  upon  this 
Subject,  we  find  different,  and  often  contrary 
Intentions  propofed.  The 
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The  Plumbatap  or  Medicines  prepared  from 
Lead,  in  various  Forms,  are  almoft  univerfally 
recommended  to  be  applied  externally.  A 
Milk-diet  and  a  ftridi  Observance  of  the  Non¬ 
naturals  are  abfolutely  neceffary,  and  Anodynes 
are  to  made  ufe  of,  when  found  requifite,  but 
with  great  Precaution.15 

The  Part  affedted  fhoiild  be  wrapped  up  in 
the  fbfteft  Furs,  as  the  Skin  of  a  Flare’s  Belly; 
other’s  recommend  the  fined:  Chamois  Lea¬ 
ther;  all  Motion  and  Fridtion  are  to  be  careful¬ 
ly  fhunned,  and  the  Part  kept  in  the  moft  un- 
difturbed,  quiet  Manner*  that  can  be  contri¬ 
ved. 

But  as  there  are  fo  very  few  Inftances  to  be 
met  with,  of  Cures  fucceeding  from  the  gene¬ 
ral  Remedies  recommended  in  thefe  Cafes,  it 
is  needlefs  to  enter  into  a  long  Detail  of  them, 
left  I  might  unwarily  lead  thofe,  who  have 
had  but  little  Experience  in  this  Difeafe,  to  an 
unfuccefsful  Dependence  on,  or  prejudicial  Ap¬ 
plication  of  them :  I  have  occasionally  made 
Trials  of  the  greateftPart  of  thofe  that  teem¬ 
ed  to  me  moft  likely  to  arifwer  the  Purpofe, 
and  from  repeated  Trials  have  generally  found 
them  not  only  oppofite,  to  what  might  have 
been  expedted  from  the  Charadlers  given  of 
them  by  Authors,  but  often  prejudicial,  that 
in  all  Probability  others  would  meet  with  the 
fame  Difappointments  and  Lofs  of  Time,  as  I 

have 

a  Galen,  Lib.  IX.  de  Simpl.  Med.  Faeulf. 
h  See  Dr.  Young  %  Treatife  on  Opium,  $e£t.  xxix.  P.  124. 
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have  formerly  done  ;  yet  I  leave  every  one  to 
his  Opinion  in  the  Choice  of  fuch  Medicines 
as  may  be  found  among  the  greater  Part  of 
thofe  Authors,  quoted  in  this  Treatife,  and  o- 
thers  on  the  fame  Subject. 

But  when  the  gentler  Methods  fail,  it  then 
remains  only  that  the  Cancer  be  removed  entirely 
with  its  Roots;  for,  if  the  leaft  Part  of  them 
are  left  behind,  the  Diforder  generally  appears 
again,  and  probably  in  a  worfe  Manner  than  it 
was  before  the  Operation.  Cancers  properly 
feated,  and  under  favourable  Circumflances, 
i.  e .  loofe,  moveable,  &c.  have  been  often  ex¬ 
tirpated  with  the  Knife  fuccefsfully ;  and  Au¬ 
thors  of  the  beft  Note  a  lay  it  down  as  a  prac¬ 
tical  Axiom,  that  every  Cancer  fhould  be  ex¬ 
tirpated,  if  it  can  be  done  with  Safety  to  the 
Patient;  becaufe  this  Diforder  mofl  commonly 
grows  worfe  if  left  to  itfelf,  or  treated  in  any 
Way  but  fuch  as  tends  to  a  total  Removal.  Yet 
every  prudent  Surgeon,  before  he  proceeds  to 
an  Operation,  will  confider  whether  the  Ma¬ 
lady  cannot  be  cured  by  fome  other  Means. 

Van  Swieten  argues, b  that,  after  the  extirpation 
of  a  Cancer,  the  Haemorrhage  fhould  not  be 
immediately  flopped,  but  the  Wound  fuffered 
to  bleed,  in  order  that  the  Veffels,  bordering 
upon  the  cancerous  Part,  which  are  generally 
diftended,  and  fluffed  with  thick,  diilemper- 
ed  Blood,  may  empty  themlelves,  and  dil- 

F  charge 

3  VanSwicten  Comment,  in  Aphor.  Boerh.Tom.  i.  P.  890. 

b  Comment,  in  Aphor.  Boerhaav.  Tom.  i.  Pag.  903. 
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charge  their  ftagnating  Humours,  left  they 
fhould  have  contracted  fome  Malignity,  which 
might,  by  being  afterwards  conveyed  to  other 
Parts  of  the  Body,  there  generate  the  fame 
Kind  of  Diftemper  as  had  been  removed  by 
the  Operation.  Heijler*  {\ ays,  when  a  Breaft 
is  taken  off,  it  may  be  proper  to  let  it  bleed  a 
little  before  it  is  dreffed ;  not  fo  much  to  dis¬ 
charge  the  cancerous,  or  infected  Blood,  as  fome 
imagine,  as  to  prevent  a  future  Haemorrhage 
or  Inflammation, 

It  may  be  afked, whether  there  is  a  Poflibility 
of  effecting  the  Separation  of  a  Cancer  (in  all 
its  Circumftances)  from  the  found  Parts,  with¬ 
out  greatly  irritating,  or  increafing  the  Difor- 
der,  or  endangering  the  Life  of  the  Patient  ? 
To  which  I  can  very  fafely  reply,  that  the  Me¬ 
thod  made  Ufe  of  by  me,  in  the  Treatment 
of  thefe  Diforders,  doth  fully  anfwer  the  Pur- 
pofes  here  mentioned. 

Van  Swieten  b  well  deferves  to  be  read  up¬ 
on  this  Subject.  Helmont c  tells  us  of  a  Man, 
in  the  Dutchy  of  juliers ,  who  cured  all  Sorts 
of  Cancers,  by  fprinkling  an  indolent  and  mild 
Powder  upon  them,  and  afterwards  applying 
an  incarning  Plaifter  3  but  the  Secret  died  with 
him. 

Of 

3  Helper's  Surgery,  Vol.  iJ.  Sect.  iv.  p.  16. 

15  Comment,  in  Aphor.  Boerh.Tom.  i.  P.  884  &  88 5. 

$  In  Capitulo,  de  Ideis  Morbofis,  N.  38.  Pag.  437, 
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Of  an  Ulcerated  Cancer. 


Section  XL. 

HEN  the  Integuments  of  an  occult 
W  Cancer  are  become  very  thin,  and 
iOFjf  begin  to  be  eroded,  the  Colour  of 
the  fubjacent  Cancer,  may  be  feen  through 
them ;  it  often  appears  blue,  and  the  nearer 
it  approaches,  livid ;  when  juft  upon  the  Point 
of  being  exulcerated,  the  dark,  black,  or  cop¬ 
per  Colour  of  the  Cancer  may  be  difcerned, 
through  the  greatly  attenuated  Coverings. 


Sect.  XLI.  If  a  Cancer  be  arrived  to  fuch 
a  Degree  of  Malignity  that  the  fuperjacent 
Teguments  are  eroded,  the  Skin  excoriated, 
and  a  thin,  fliarp  Ichor,  or  Sanies,  is  difcharged 
through  it,  the  Diforder  degenerates  into  a  ma- 
nifeft,  or  exulcerated  Cancer ;  but  this  never 
happens  inftantaneoufly ;  for  the  Integuments 
growing  thinner,  are  divided  by  a  gradual  Ex¬ 
coriation,  and  the  moft  fubtile  Parts  of  the 
Matter  ouzing  out,  forms  a  dulky,  brown-co¬ 
loured  Scurf ;  after  this,  the  Malady  generally 
increafes  with  much  Pain;  the  Veflels  on  the 
Edges  of  the  Cancer,  being  diftended  by  the  ri¬ 
ft  ng  Tumour,  are  broken;  the  Subftance  of 
the  Cancer  by  Degrees  makes  its  Appearance, 
with  an  unequal  Surface,  thrufting  out  Fun- 

F  2  gufles. 
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guiles,  or  eating  an  hollow  Ulcer,  which  dif- 
charges  a  putrid,  bloody,  iharp,  foetid,  cada¬ 
verous,  famous  Matter,  corroding  the  furround¬ 
ing  Parts,  eating  and  confuming  thofe  immedi¬ 
ately  near  it,  the  Ulcer  enlarges  its  Extents, 
the  Roots  ipread,  and  grow  more  turgid,  by 
Means  of  which,  it  becomes  deeper,  and  more 
firmly  fixed,  and  attaches  itfelf  likewife  with 
a  ftronger  Hold  to  the  furrounding  Parts,  the 
Lips  of  it  appearing  tumid,  parched,  and  of- 
fenfive,  nay  dreadful  to  behold,  are  wonder¬ 
fully  diftorted,  incurvated  and  inverted;  become 
varioufly  coloured,  fometimes  pale,  purple, 
deep-red,  livid,  blackifh-green,  afh-coloured  ; 
& c .  and  the  Pain  grows  intolerable,  pricking, 
gnawing,  burning,  and  fo  exceffive,  as  not  to 
allow  a  Moment’s  Reft.  The  unhappy  Suf¬ 
ferers,  from  the  Violence  of  the  Symptoms 
(which  are  more  or  lefs  in  Number  and  Degree 
of  Severity,  according  to  the  Habit  of  Body, 
Continuance  of  the  Diforder,  &c.)  lofe  their 
Appetite,  wafte  away,  are  continually  feverifh, 
their  Senfe  of  Smelling  fails,  are  fubjedt  to 
fainting  Fits,  Convulfions,  Haemorrhages,  &c . 
and  often  with  for  Death,  as  the  only  Releafe 
from  their  inexpreffibly  miferable  Situation. 

Sect.  XLII.  Few  ulcerated  Cancers,  elpe- 
cially  of  the  Breaft,  remain  long,  without  af¬ 
fecting  the  neighbouring  Glands,  and  caufing 
occult  Cancers  in  them;  and  ’tis  more  frequent¬ 
ly  found,  that  they  are  affedted,  even  before 


<  37  ) 

they  arrive  to  this  Degree  of  Malignity,  and 
fometimes  in  the  more  diftant  Parts,  from  the 
difeafed  Juices  being  abforbed  into  theMafs  of 
Blood,  and  contaminating  the  Fluids  with  its 
virulent,  poifonous  Qualities  ;  hence  follows 
the  flow  Fever,  Convul lions,  Wafting,  &c. 
which  at  laft  wears  out  the  wretched  Patient.1 

Sect.  XLIII.  Van  Swietcn ,  fays a  it  feems 
moft  probable,  that  the  Humours,  which  were 
mild  before,  when  brought  to  a  Cancer,  dege¬ 
nerate,  and  acquire  fuch  a  malign  Diipofition, 
at  the  affected  Part ;  for  that  he  has  feen  in  a 
Woman,  otherwife  perfectly  found,  a  moft  vi¬ 
rulent  Sanies  difeharged  from  an  exulcerated 
Cancer,  which  acrid  Matter  could  not  pre-ex- 
ift  in  the  Blood,  but  was  generated  in  the  can¬ 
cerous  Mafs.  I  have  like  wife  obferved  fo  ma¬ 
ny  Inftances  to  ftrengthen  this  Opinion,  that 
might  not  make  it  appear  prefumptuous  to  fup- 
pol'e  the  greater  Part  of  Cancers  are  Local  * 
in  the  Beginning. 

o  o 

Sect. 


2  Comment,  in  Aphor.  Boerhaav.  Tom.  i.  Pag.  885. 

*  About  the  Month  of  July,  1728,  John  Bragg,  Ma¬ 
riner,  then  Steward  of  the  Ship  Nancy ,  Captain  Allcock, 
aged  72  Years,  applied  to  me  for  Cure,  and  related  his 
Cafe  as  follows  :  By  a  Fall  on  board  a  Ship,  he  received  a 
W ound  acrofs  the  Eye-brow,  in  Oftober  1740,  which  foon 
after  healed,  but  in  a  fhort  Time  broke  out  in  a  fmali 
Sore,  which  healed  again  ;  it  broke  out,  and  healed  con¬ 
tinually,  by  Applications  he  received  from  different  Per- 
fons,  till  the  Year  1753,  when  the  Sore  fpread  fo  faff,  as 

to 


\ 
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Sect.  XLIV.  There  are  but  very  fewMe^ 
dicines  which  can  with  Safety  be  applied  to  an 
exulcerated  Cancer;  for  whatever  ftimulates, 
or  irritates,  increafes  the  Mifchief ;  where  the 
Dreflings  are  applied,  we  fhouid  keep  the  Ul¬ 
cer  as  much  as  poffible  from  being  expofed  to 
the  Air,  which  doth  coniiderable  Injury,  if  the 
Part  be  long  kept  bare ;  in  Cafe  of  great  Pain, 
a  thin  Mucilage  of  Quince-Seeds,  made  with 
Plantain  Water,  with  fome  burnt  Lead  mixt, 
will  prove  a  proper  Application. 

% 

to  oblige  him  to  go  into  one  of  the  great  Hofpitals  in  Lon - 
don :  It  bv  this  Time  had  fixed  a  moil  obftinate,  cancerous 

j  J 

Ulcer,  very  near  the  great  Angle  of  the  Left-eye,  which 
became  very  painful,  inflamed,  and  increafed  daily;  he 
continued  in  the  Hofpital  ten  Weeks,  and  was  difcharged 
incurable  :  It  had  then  got  into  the  Eye  itfelf.  He  being 
in  neceflitous  Circumftances,  returned  to  his  Ship,  and 
made  feveral  Voyages  to  in  whichTime,  the  Can¬ 

cer  continued  eating  the  Parts  away,  that,  when  I  firflfaw 
him  I  was  fhocked  at  the  horrid  Spectacle  he  appeared,  his 
Left-eye  being  entirely  eat  out,  the  Orbit  was  quite  bare,, 
as  if  the  Bone  had  been  fcraped,  the  Bone  above  the  Eye¬ 
brow  was  alfo  bare,  the  Cheek-bone  feemed  exfoliating, 
the  Bones  of  the  Nofe  gone,  and  the  Palate  the  fame, 
forming  a  large  open  Paflage  into  the  Mouth,  the  Edges 
of  the  Sore  extended  almofl:  clofe  to  the  other  Eve  ;  and 

J  J 

altho’  in  this  deplorable  Condition,  he  informed  me,  HE 
WAS  IN  ALL  OTHER  RESPECTS  IN  PERFECT  HEALTH, 
and  eat  and  drank  heartily,  and  had  always  been  heal¬ 
thy,  was  a  very  regular  Man  in  regard  to  Drinking, 
which  he  never  loved  ;  he  propofed  going  on  board  when 
the  Ship  failed  again  for  Holland ,  (which  was  foon  after¬ 
wards)  and  defired  I  would  give  him  fomething  proper  to 

drefs 
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J.  P.  Berchchran  published  a  Treatife,  a  few 
Years  ago,  on  the  Cancer ;  in  which  (as  I  have 
been  informed)he  communicates  fome  Remedies 
of  his  own  Invention,  and  affirms,  they  are  fove- 
reign  in  the  Cure  of  this  Uiforder  5  they  con- 
lift  only  of  a  white  and  red  Ointment  ;  the 
firft  made  of  Tar,  Rye-flour,  and  the  greater 
Celandine ;  which,  properly  adminiftered,  ge  ^ 
nerally  procures  a  happy  Suppuration,  and 
feldorn  requires  the  Application  of  the  red 
Ointment,  which  is  made  of  Butter,  frefli  from 
the  Churn,  without  Salt,  of  red  Bole,  Celan¬ 
dine, 

drefs  himfelf  with  ;  I  apply’d  the  Medicine  I  ufe  in  can¬ 
cerous  Cafes,  and  drefTed  him  while  he  flay’d  in  London  ; 
he  made  another  Voyage,  and  returned  again  to  me,  in¬ 
formed  me,  he  received  great  Benefit  and  Comfort,  had 
much  lefs  Pain  than  before,  and  was  in  good  Health  ;  the 
Sore  was  brought  to  a  good  Digeflion,  and  had  made  no 
Progrefs  farther,  though  fome  more  Bone  had  come  a  - 
way.  I  gave  what  farther  Affiflance  I  could  during  about 
a  Month  Stay,  when  he  returned  again  to  the  Ship,  which 
was  laft  October  ;  I  conceived  it  impoflible  I  fhould  fee  him 
any  more;  but  to  my  great  Surprize  he  returned  to  me 
laft  June ,  with  very  little  Alteration  in  his  Cafe.  I  attend¬ 
ed  him  till  he  went  on  board,  and  he  is  now  aboard  if  a- 
live. 

As  this  Cafe  is  remarkable,  I  thought  proper  to  relate 
it  at  Length.  I  fhew’d  him  to  Dr.  Andree ,  Dr.  Vigor ,  and 
feveral  Surgeons.  Mr.  Plunkett  allured  me,  he  once  faw 
a  Man  with  both  Eyes  eat  out,  and  almofl  in  the  fame 
Circumftance.  I  fince  faw  a  Man,  who  is  a  Stone-Mafon, 
who  having  a  Cancer  in  theNole,  had  the  whole  Nofe, 
with  the  Bones  of  the  Nofe,  upper  Jaw,  and  Palate,  all 
deftrov’d,  and  great  Part  of  his  Face  eat  away,  yet  no 
Complaint  in  any  other  Part.  Thefe  Cafes  feemed  en¬ 
tirely  local, 
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dine,  Gentian  Root,  yellow  Wax,  a  Plaifter 

of  Sperma  Cceti,  and  white  Vitriol ;  but  has 
omitted  to  mention  the  particular  Quantity  of 
each  Ingredient,  that  is  neeeffaryP  Pagaulti- 
usd  Etmuller ,  and  after  him,  the  famous  Mr. 
Ray ,  informs  us,  that  the  Leaves  of  the  deadly 
Night-fhade,  or  its  juice,  made  into  an  Oint¬ 
ment,  is  the  only  Specific  in  Cancers,  whether 
occult  or  ulcerated,  being  a  Secret  unknown 
till  difcovered  by  Mr.  Percival  Willoughby .c 
Juncker  affirms,  Bella  donna  has  cured  a  moil:  de¬ 
plorable  Cancer  of  the  Breaftd  Some  magnify 
the  Virtues  of  the  juice  of  the  Bella  donna  ;  o- 
thers  the  Leaves  and  Decoftiqn  of  it,  both  ex¬ 
ternally  and  internally,  in  an  ulcerated  Cancer; 
but  I  have  known  many  Trials  made  without 
any  good  Confequences  refulting  from  the  Ufe 
of  it.®  The  ingenious  Mr.  Gutaker ,  who  has 
published  a  very  impartial  Treatife .  upon  the 
Ufe  of  theSolanum,  and  has  given  it,  in  can¬ 
cerous  Cafes,  with  a- View  to  prove  what  may 
be  expedted  from  it;  plainly  declares/  that  he 
has  no  Reafon  to  beiieve  the  Solanum  to  be 
a  Specific  in  cancerous Difcrders.s  He  thinks  it 
highly  probable,  that  great  Advantages  will  be 

found 

*  Critical  Review  for  Augufty  1757,  Art.  xiii. 

TraClat  de  Ulcer,  Cap.  19. 
c  'Turners  Surgery,  Vol.  i,  F.  89. 

«i  ConfpedR  Chirm  g,  Pag.  314. 
e  Heiflers  Com  pend.  Med.  Pradt.  Cap.  2.  Pag.  260, 
f  Edit.  v.  P.  10. 
g  ibidem,  P.  30. 
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found  from  it,  in  Gates  approaching  to  Can¬ 
cers,  but  is  convinced  a  it  has  no  fpecific  Pro¬ 
perties  for  the  Cure  of  any  particular  Difeafe  ; 
and  though  b  a  temporary  Amendment  may 
fometimes  appear,  from  ufing  it  in  cancerous 
Cafes ;  yet  the  Medicine  has  not  fufficient  Powd¬ 
er  to  render  this  Amendment  lading,*  (See 
alfo  the  Cafe  annexed  of  Mifs  Barrow )  to 
which  mud  be  added,  that,  if  it  be  not  given 
with  Attention  and  Caution,  it  may  aggravate 
the  Symptoms,  which  it  was  defigned  to  re¬ 
lieve  ;  for  a  more  particular  Account  of  the 
Nightfhade  and  its  EfFefts,  I  refer  to  the  Trea¬ 
dle .  JVifeman  c  recommends  the  actual  Cau¬ 
tery,  as  a  fure  Help,  when  a  Cancer  is  fo  li- 
tuated,  that  you  may  hope  to  eradicate  it, 
which  he  diredts  to  be  done,  not  by  applying 
the  Cautery  lightly  upon  the  upper  Part  of 
the  Cancer,  but  by  thrufting  at  the  Root, 
and  carrying  it  away  before  you.  There  is  a 

G  re-* 

a  Ibidem,  p.  32,  fecond  Edit,  of  the  Supplement. 

b  Ibid,  p.  59. 

c  JVifeman  s  Surgery,  Vol.  i.  Chap.  xxi.  p.  175. 

*  Mr.  Samuel  Birch  Merchant  at  Birmingham ,  had  a 
Cancer  on  the  under  Eye-lid,  for  which  he  was  advifed 
to  take  the  Nightfhade  ;  he  began  with  an  Infufion  of  half 
a  Grain,  and  increafed  it  by  Degrees  to  the  Quantity  of 
fix  G  rains,  which  proved  very  troublefomc,  by  frequently 
caufing  great  Thirlt  and  Dimnefs  of  his  Sight ;  notwith- 
ilanding,  as  he  thought  he  received  Benefit,  was  fo  refolutc 
as  to  continue  it  for. fix  Months,  but  in  the  End,  he  found 
no  other  Service,  than  a  temporary  Relief ;  by  the  Appli¬ 
cation  of  my  Medicine,  the  Cancer  was  entirely  healed. 
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remarkable  Cafe  related  by  Rnyfch  a  of  an 
old  Woman,  who  had  a  cancerous  Ulcer  in 
the  Tongue,  which  had  returned  after  repea¬ 
ted  Extirpations,  but  being  again  extirpated, 
and  the  Part  afterwards  burned  with  the  actual 
Cautery,  that  Patient  was  compleatly  cured. 

Yet  even  the  hot  Iron  has  been  found  in- 
fufficlent  to  prevent  the  Diforder  from  return- 
ing,  and  a  Cure  been  effected  by  Means  of  the 
Pu/vis  Angelicas ,  in  a  cancerous  Parulis ,  if  we 
may  credit  RiveriusF 

As  no  firm  Reliance  can  be  had  upon  any 
of  the  Remedies  mentioned  (Sect.  XLIV.) 
and  as  the  adtual  Cautery  is  fo  very  terrible  and 
p>ainfui,  and  cannot  likewife  be  made  Ufe  of 
unlefs  in  fmall  Cancers,  there  feems  to  be  no 
advifeable  Means  left,  to  free  the  poor  Sufferer 
from  this  deplorable  Malady,  but  either  by  the 
Knife,  or  my  Method ;  how  much  the  latter 
is  preferable  to  the  former,  I  leave  to  the  Judg¬ 
ment  of  the  candid  and  impartial  Reader ;  as 
any  Thing  I  can  fay  farther  on  this  Head  would 
be  little  eife  than  a  Repetition  of  what  I  have 
before  advanced. 

Tho’  it  cannot  be  fuppofed,  that  any  Reme¬ 
dy,  we  are  now  acquainted  with,  or  that  may 
be  difcovered  in  fucceeding  Ages,  will  be  effec¬ 
tual,  in  all  Circumftances  of  this  Difeafe  ;  ef- 

pecially 

•  ^  •>  J  ‘  '  ^  •  •  *-  •  '  •  "  J  1  J  v  •* 

a  Obfervat.  in  Surgery,  &  Obferv.  LXXVI.  p.  i8i« 

b  Obfervat.  Communicat.  a  Formlo.  Obferv,  XLV. 

pag.  344. 


(  43  ) 

pecially  in  fuch  as  have  been  of  long  Duration, 
and  in  bad  Habits  of  Body,  accompanied  with 
other  Diforders  which  we  may  expedf  will  lome- 
times  evade  the  mod  falutary  Remedies,  and 
render  all  human  Attempts  unfuccefsful ;  yet 
I  have  been  happy  enough  to  convince,  by 
many  undeniable  Fadts,  that  my  peculiar  Me¬ 
thod  in  this  Branch  hath  fucceeded,  after 
fruitlefs  Attempts  of  fome  of  the  molt  emi¬ 
nent  in  theProfeifion,  and  where  they  had  pro¬ 
nounced  the  Patient  incurable.  This  may  feem 
a  bold  Affertion,  neverthelefs  it  is  not  unjuftifi- 
able,  as  I  am  very  able  to  prove  it  from  a  Num¬ 
ber  of  Inftances,  if  neceffary;  and  it  hath  fome- 
times  happened,  that  defperate  Cafes  have  pre- 
fented,  where  I  could  not  give  the  lead  Hopes 
of  Cure,  or  material  Benefit;  yet  notwithftand- 
ing  fuch  Declaration,  I  have  been  induced,  thro* 
the  preffing  Intreaties  of  the  diftreffed,  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  mitigate  the  Symptoms,  which  may 
have  afforded  fuch  as  are  unacquainted  with  my 
Method  of  Cure,  an  Opportunity  unjuflly  to  mif- 
reprefent  the  real  T ruth  to  myDifadvantage:  *  but 

G  2  it 


*  This  was  the  Cafe  of  a  Lady,  lateWifc  to  a  worthyAI- 
derman  of  the  City  of  London  (whom  on  a  Confultation) 
1  refuted  to  undertake.  Some  Time  afterwards,  ihe 
being  in  great  Mifery,  I  was  importuned  to  endeavour  on¬ 
ly  to  give  her  Eafe  in  her  deplorable  Condition,  which, 
tho’  fortunate  enough  to  effeff  while  (lie  lived,  to  the  Sa¬ 
tisfaction  of  her  Friends,  yet  I  was  not  fo  happy  as  to  ef- 
cape  Mifreprefentation  and  Cenfure  from  my  Brethren  of 
the  Faculty. 

4 


A  no- 


! 
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it  hath  been  out  of  the  Power  or  Nature  of  Things 
to  render  fach  Attempts  fuccefsful :  Indeed  it  is 
too  much  the  Fafhion  in  this  Kingdom,  for  the 
profeffed  Members  of  the  F  acuity,  both  of  Phyfic 
and  Surgery,  to  oppofe  every  Thing  out  of  the 
common  Road  of  Practice,  which  is,  and  will 
be  the  Caufe  of  many  ufeful  Difcoveries  being 
obfcured,  and  never  brought  to  a  general  Ad¬ 
vantage,  where  the  Poffeffor  (either  from  Fear, 
or  other  Circumflanees)  durft  not  venture  the 
Attack  he  is  certain  (for  a  Time)  to  meet  with  : 
But  in  Hopes  of  averting  this  Fate,  and  far¬ 
ther  eftablifhing  the  Character  I  bore  in  my 
Profeffion  as  a  Surgeon,  on  firft  pradliling  with 
Mr.  Plun  ket? s  Medicine,  I  openly  invited,  and 
was  favoured  by  many  of  my  Brethren,  to  be 
Witneffes  to  feveral  cancerous  Cafes  before  I 
undertook  them,  and  after  their  being  cured  ^ 
yet  ocular  Demonstration  proved  too  weak  with 
feme  low  Minds  to  do  Juftice,  and  what  could 
not  be  denied  was  carefully  concealed ;  and  O- 
thers,  of  unqueftionable  Integrity,  from  a  Fear 
of  offending  their  Brethren,  rather  chofe  to  be 
Blent,  than  rifle  their  Difpleafure. 

Of 

Another  Cafe  exactly  circumftanced,  was  fo  unjuftly 
related  to  a  Lady  of  the  firft  Diftincftion,  who  had  a  Can¬ 
cer  in  her  Breaft,  that  had  fhe  not  taken  the  Trouble  her- 
felf,  to  vifit  the  Patient,  Mrs.  Crouder ,  in  Tyburn~Road , 
1  had  not  been  employed  ;  but  the  different  Account  fhe 
received  from  her  own  Mouth,  induced  her  to  come  under 
my  C^ire,  and  afterwards  received  a  perfect  Cure, 

Some  few  more  Inftances  I  could  mention,  but  it  may' 
appear,  as  if  i  defired  more  to  aggravate,  than  forgive  In¬ 
juries. 
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Of  Cancers  in  general. 


Section  XLV* 

H  I S  Diforder  is  called  Cancer ,a  and 
^  T  is  commonly  fuppofed  to  have  deri- 
ve(l  that  Name  from  feme  Similitude 
in  its  Form  to  the  Animal,  a  Crab ;  for  as  that 
Creature  ftretches  out  its  many  Feet  on  each 
Side,  fo  the  Veffels  of  this  Swelling,  being 
turgid,  and  diftended  with  thick,  difeafed  Blood, 
fprout  out,  as  it  were,  from  the  Body  of  the 
T umour.  JEgmeta  b  adds,  that  a  Cancer  molt 
ftubbornly  grafps,  and  adheres  to  the  Parts  af¬ 
fected,  and  thofe  in  it’s  Neighbourhood,  in  the 
fame  Manner,  that  a  Crab  with  it’s  Claws  holds 
fo  firmly  it’s  Prey;  hence  he  deduces  their  great 
Similitude.  Ce/fus  c  differs  from  moft,  if  not 
all  other  medical  Writers,  in  regard  to  the  Sig¬ 
nification  of  the  Word  Cancer ,  by  which  he 
means  a  Gangrene ,  or  Sphacelus ,  and  calls  the 
Diforder  we  are  treating  of  Carcinoma  only. 

Sect.  XL VI.  As  a  Cancer  is,  for  the  moft 
Part,  the  Confequence  of  a  preceding  Scirrhus, 
the  general  Caufes  of  which  are  mentioned 

(Sect. 


1  Galen.  Method.  Med.  ad  Glaucom^  Lib.  ii.  Cap.  12, 
b  Lib.  iv.  Cap.  26.  pag.  66. 
c  Lib.  v.  Cap.  26.  No.  31.  pag.  3C0,  301. 
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(Sect.  XL)  we  refer  our  Readers  thereto  ;  but 
Tdnk  it  neceffary  to  obferve,  in  this  Place*  that 
the  moft  ufual  Caufes,  which  promote  a  Scir- 
rhus ,  from  its  indolent  State,  and  are  the  Means 
of  rendering  it  cancerous,  are  Motion,  irregular 
Menftruation,  improper  Application,  or  long 
Continuance  of  the  Scirrhus ,  by  which,  its  ob- 
ftrufted  Humours  acquire  a  Difpofition  to  melt 
down,  and  become  putrid,  a  Blow,  or  Bruife, 
&c.  In  fhort,  all  Things,  which  determine 
with  greater  Force  the  of  Motion  the  Humours 
to  the  Part,  every  Thing  acrid,  or  that  produ¬ 
ces  Inflammation,  or  Tendency  thereto,  may  by 
exciting  and  ftimulating,  be  reckoned  as  the 
more  immediate  Caufes  of  the  Scirrhus  dege¬ 
nerating  into  a  Cancer . 

Mr.  William  Bechet^  formerly  a  famous  Sur¬ 
geon  in  London ,  thought  Cancers  were  owing 
to  extravafed  Lymph,  and  endeavoured  to  fup- 
port  this  Hypothecs  by  an  Experiment/* 

If,  fays  he,  “  we  exprefs  a  Juice  from  fome 
cc  of  the  cancerous  Mafs,  and  hold  it  in  a 
<c  Spoon  over  the  Fire,  there  immediately 
<c  flies  off  a  fmall  Vapour,  and  the  Remain- 
<c  der  hardens,  not  unlike  the  White  of  an 
“  Egg  boiled,  which  fhews  it  to  have  the  Pro- 
<c  perties  of  the  Lymph/’  Vaugion ,b  and  fome 
others  are  nearly  of  the  fame  Opinion,  as  to  the 
Caufe  of  this  Difeafe. 

Sect, 

a  Bibliothic.  Anat.  Med.  Voi.  ii.  p.  479* 
b  Surgery,  Chap.  xvii.  p.  87. 
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Sect.  XLVII.  It  never  happens  that  a  Scir- 
rhus  inftantlv  becomes  changed  into  a  Cancer  > 
but  goes  through  different  Stages,  and  tho’ 
we  frequently  find  itsProgrefs  very  fpeedy,yet 
it  oftener  requires  feme  Time  before  it  arrives 

j. 

to  its  worft  State  ;  that  of  an  Ulcerated  Cancer . 
Neverthelefs  I  have  met  with  many  Cafes 
which  I  have  declined,  that  have  continued  but 
a  few  Months  from  their  firft  Appearance,  to 
the  total  Deftrudtion  of  the  Patient.* 

Hoff- 

*  A  poor  Woman  was  Tent  to  me  by  Mr.  Farrer ,  a 
Clothworker  in  St.  John’s  Street,  whofe  whole  Breaft  was 
cancerous,  and  as  large  as  a  Child’s  Head,  the  greateft 
Part  of  it  mortified  quite  down  her  Side ;  the  Stench  was 
fo  intolerable,  I  could  not  bear  the  Room  one  Minute. 
She  told  me,  it  appeared  firft  in  a  fmall  Lump,  about  the 
Size  of  a  Filberd,  and  had  increafed  to  that  Condition  in 
about  five  Months. 

Alfo  a  Lady  out  of  the  Country,  Mrs.  S - p  had  firft 

a  fmall  Gland,  about  the  Size  of  a  Nut,  in  her  Breaft, 
which  increafed  daily  fo  very  faft,  and  withfuch  great  Pain, 
that  in  fix  Months  her  Breaft  was  as  large  as  a  Quart  Ba- 
fon,  adhered  to  the  Ribs  with  an  Ulcer ^  that  had  eat  away 
hollow  almoft  to  the  Bones  under  it.  The  Veins  appear¬ 
ed  varicous  all  down  her  Side,  and  knotted  under  the 
Arm,  alfo  extended  to  her  other  Breaft :  She  was  afth- 
matic,  and  in  a  continual  hedfic  Fever. 

A  poor  Woman  was  fent  to  me  by  Mrs.  Townfend,  who 
gave  the  following  Account.  In  February  1758,  fhe  ob- 
ferved  a  fmall  Lump  in  her  Breaft,  about  the  Size  of  a 
Pea,  which  increafed  fo  haftily,  that  in  three  Months, 
her  whole  Breaft  was  become  feirrhous;  it  foon  after  ulce¬ 
rated,  and  entirely  deftroy’d  her  Breaft  to  her  Ribs.  It  had 
alfo  eat  away  the  Glands  under  her  Arm,  leaving  the  Ar¬ 
tery 
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Hoffman  a  boldly  aflerts,  that  Cancers  are 
nothing  elfe  than  hard  fcirrhous  Tumours, 
changing  the  Parts  they  ieize  into  a  putrid, 
corrofive  Mafs,  and  that  every  Cancer ,  was  in 
its  Beginning  a  Scirrbus ;  but,  in  my  Opinion, 
though  a  Cancer  is.  for  the  molt  Part  occalion- 
ed  by  a  Scirrhus ,  irritated  and  inflamed,  &c. 
yet  it  feems  very  evident  from  Obfervation  iii 
many  Cafes,  that  a  Cancer  may  be  generated 
even  in  a  Gland,  without  a  preceding  Scirrhus , 

and 

tery  almoft  bare,  that  I  feared  its  burning  in  my  Prefence. 
I  heard,  about  a  Fortnight  afterward,  the  Artery  built, 
and  (lie  bled  to  Death  in  a  few  Minutes.  It  was  only 
from  February  to  October  following,  from  the  iirft  Appear¬ 
ance  of  the  Diforder  to  her  Death. 

September  4,  1759,  I  was  fent  for  to  a  Lady,  Mrs. 

I - Z?,  in  Lincolns- Inn- Fields,  who  gave  the  following 

Account:  About  feven  Months  before  fhe  felt  a  Pain  in 
her  Breaft ;  foon  after  a  fmall  Lump  appeared  ;  it  increa-* 
fed  very  fall,  with  great  Pain  ;  fire  had  the  Advice  of  the 
moil  eminent  of  the  Faculty,  who  prefcribed  internal  Re¬ 
medies,  and  to  leave  it  to  Nature;  the  Symptoms  threaten¬ 
ing  more  Danger,  I  was  mentioned  to  fee  her,  but  was 
prevented  from  it,  by  fome  fvleans  or  other,  till  the  above 
'Lime,  when  I  found  her  under  moft  unhappy  Circum- 
ftances ;  her  whole  Breaft  being  cancerous,  with  large 
Tubercles,  like  a  Bunch  of  Grapes,  and  the  fame  down 
her  Side,  almoft  to  the  Groin,  the  Breaft  hard,  like  Stone 
fixed  to  the  Ribs,  and  ulcerated  at  the  Bottom  ;  all  which 
was  of  a  fiery  Copper-Colour;  the  Arm-pit  fwelled, 
and  feveral  Glands  in  the  Neck  the  fame;  her  Breath 
fhort,  and  not  a  Moment’s  Eafe,  but  what  Opiates  pro¬ 
cured.  I  then  declined  being  concerned. 

I  have  more  Inftances,  unneceffary  to  relate.  Thefe 
may  be  fufftcicnt  to  ihew  the  Uncertainty  of  the  Progrefs 
of  a  Scirrhus ,  even  where  it  appears  at  firft  trivial. 

a  Opera  Omnia,  Tom.  iii.  Cap.  vi.  pag,  445  Sc  446. 


I 


(  49  ) 

and  it  is  moft  certain,  that  Ulcers ,  refembling 
in  all  Relpedts,  an  exulcerated  Cancer ,  do  hap¬ 
pen  in  Parts  of  the  Body,  where  no  Gland  is 
confpicuous,  as  in  the  nervous  Papillce  of  the 
Tongue,  and  in  the  Lips,  whether  chopped 
from  the  Severity  of  the  Weather,  or  from  a-, 
ny  other  Caufe,  the  thin  Membrane  or  Skin 
which  is  their  outward  Covering,  being  lace¬ 
rated  or  abraded,  a  Cancer  may  be  the  Con- 
fequence.*  The  Glands  Penis  -j-  likewife,  is 

H  fome- 

*  Inftances  of  this  Sort,  I  have  met  with  ;  among 
which,  the  following.  Mr.  Frojly  of  JVincheJier ,  had  a 
very  bad  Cancer  in  his  Under  Lip,  from  the  Skin  being 
erafed  by  a  Tobacco-Pipe  ;  he  was  cured  by  me,  Novem¬ 
ber  laft. 

Mr.  Morfon ,  a  confiderable  Farmer  near  Woodford,  in 
EJfex ,  applied  to  me,  having  a  Cancer  in  his  Under  Lip, 
which  came  originally  by  picking  a  Pimple  ;  it  foon  after 
fpread  and  formed  a  dry,  painful  Ulcer,  furrounded  with  a 
Hardnefs,  and  was  increafing  every  Day.  He  ufed  fuch 
Remedies  as  he  was  advifed  to,  but  without  receiving  any 
Benefit.  It  was  afterwards  propofed  to  him  to  have  it 
cut  out,  which  refuting  to  confent  to,  he  received  a  per¬ 
fect  Cure  by  my  Method  of  Treatment. 

Mr.  "Tanner ,  of  the  King’s  Yard  Deptford ,  had  a  Can¬ 
cer  in  the  Upper  Lip,  which  came  by  a  linall  Cut  from  a 
Razor  in  Shaving;  it  had  eat  away  great  Part  of  the  Lip 
and  Gum,  had  fpread  to  the  Note,  and  had  deftroyed 
Part  of  it;  he  was  alfo  cured  by  me. 

Many  others  I  have  feen  from  trifling  Caufes. 

■f  About  1 8  Months  ago  Mr.  - ,  a  Carpenter, 

applied  to  me,  with  a  cancerous  Excrefcence  on  the  Gians 
Penisy  as  big  as  a  Man’s  Fift,  exactly  formed  like  a  Col- 
lyflower ;  it  had  been  cut  off'  even  with  the  Surface  of 
the  Skin ;  after  which,  it  rofe  up  again  ;  Cauftics  were 
then  applied  to  deffroy  it,  but  no  Purpofe ;  by  the  Advice 
of  feveral  Surgeons  Paliatives  only  was  afterwards  direc¬ 
ted,  and  to  leave  it  to  Nature.  I  had  the  good  Succefs  to 

perform 
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forttetimes  feized  with  this  Diforder.  Hilda - 
mis  a  mentions  a  remarkable  Cafe  of  this  Kind, 
alfo  a  Cancer  from  a  large  Wart  on  the  Back  b 

from 


perform  his  Cure,  by  the  Ufe  of  my  Application;  he  in¬ 
formed  me  it  was  originally  a  fmall  Wart,  which  he  fre¬ 
quently  picked,  till  at  laft  it  grew  very  painful;  and  in- 
Creafing,  rendered  him  almoft  incapable  of  walking  ;  it 
had  been  fome  Years  before  it  became  in  that  State  I 
found  him.  He  affured  me,  it  was  not  from  any  Vene¬ 
real  Diforder. 

Mr.  Plunkett  cured  a  Gentleman  in  the  Strand  of  a 
cancerous  Penis  9  Years. ago;  fome  Gentlemen,  eminent 
in  the  Profeffion,  who  had  attended  him  before,  were  Wit- 
nefles  of  it,  he  has  ever  fince  remained  cured,  and  is  now 
in  perfedf  Health. 

a  A  Smith,  who,  from  his  Childhood,  had  a  Wart  at  the 
Extremity  of  the  Glands  Penis ,  not  exceeding  a  Lentil  in 
Bignefs,  from  which  he  fuffered  but  little  Inconvenience, 
fo  long  as  he  remained  unmarried  ;  but  after  Marriage,  a 
fevere  and  continual  Pain  came  on  ;  fo  that  he  was  forced 
to  abftain  from  any  Commerce  with  his  Wife  for  thirteen 
Years  :  In  Progrefs  of  Time,  this  Wart  degenerated  in¬ 
to  a  moll  dreadful  Cancer ,  and  became  fo  large,  as  to  e- 
q'ual,  in  Size,  the  Head  of  a  new- born  Child  ;  the  whole 
Penis  became  a  flefhy,  unequal,  livid  Mafs,  ulcerated  fo 
deeply  in  feveral  Places,  that  the  Urine  iilued  through  the 
Sore;  there  was  fuch  an  abominable  Stench,  that  his  Do- 
metrics  and  Friends  deferted  him  :  After  many  Remedies 
had  been  tried  in  vain,  and  that  he  was  given  over  for  loft 
by  every  Body,  Hilda?ius  amputated  the  whole  Penis ,  and 
cured  this  unhappy  Man  ;  fo  that  he  became  again  ro¬ 
be  ft,  followed  his  Bufmefs,  and  lived  ten  Years  after  the 
Operation.  Obfer'vat.  Chirurg.  Centaur,  iii.  Obferv. 


L XXX VI II.  pag.  272. 


b  An  adult  Virgin  had,  from  herlnfancy,  a  large  Wart 
upon  her  Bank,  which,  in  Time,  from  the  rubbing  of 
right  Whale- bone  Stays,  was  increafed,  and  become  can- 

cerous^ 
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*  from  cutting  the  Nail  of  the  great  Toe  too 
clofe.aa 

H  2  Sect. 

cerous;  as  it  hung  by  a  fmall  Neck,  the  Surgeon  made  a 
Ligature  upon  it,  and  the  W art,  in  a  fmall  Space  of  Time, 
tell  off,  and  the  Place  where  it  had  adhered  was  touched 
with  the  Lapis  Infernalis ,  but  foon  after  a  large,  malig¬ 
nant  Fungus  grew  up,  and  the  neighbouring  Skin  became 
hard,  and  indurated  ;  and  while  they  were  employed  in 
confidering  how  to  extirpate  this  dreadful  Malady,  the 
Patient  died  of  another  Diftemper.  Van  Swieten  Com¬ 
ment.  in  Aphor.  Boerb.  Tom.  i.  pag.  87 9. 

*  Mrs.  Gold. ,  a  poor  Woman,  living  within  a  few  Miles 
of  London ,  applied  to  me  about  12  Months  ago,  with  a 
large  ca?icerous Fungus  on  the  Back,  between  the  Shoulder- 
blades,  not  unlike  the  Shape  of  an  Ox’s  Kidney,  but 
much  larger,  having  irregular  Bunches  or  Tubercles,  of 
a  purple  Colour,  furrounded  with  varicous  Roots;  one 
of  them  was  as  thick  as  the  larged  Reed,  and  ran  at  lead: 
fix  Inches  fuperficially  down  her  Back,  from  the  Fungus, 
and  there  buried  itfelf:  She  had  had  the  beft  Advice,  but 
withuot  fuccefs ;  my  Medicine  being  applied  to  it,  inafhort 
Time,  caufed  a  Separation  of  all  the  Fungus,  and  its  dif- 
eafed  Roots,  without  her  complaining  of  any  Pain,  and 
the  Wound  was  near  healed  ;  {he  being  poor,  could  not 
afford  to  fupport  a  longer  Stay  in  London ,  but  got  Some¬ 
body  to  drels  her  according  to  my  Direction  in  the  Coun¬ 
try,  fince  which  I  have  not  heard  from  her. 

A  Cafe  fomething  fimilar,  I  was  called  to. - Archi¬ 

bald  Elliot ,  Efq;  at  the  old  South- Sea- Houfe,  after  the  cut¬ 
ting  off  a  Wen  from  his  Back,  near  the  right  Shoulder, 
a  Fungus  grew  up  of  an  enormous  Size,  which  had 
been  reduced,  and  grew  again,  many  different  Times, 
within  the  Space  of  two  Years;  it  was  apprehended  to 
come  originally  by  a  Bruife.  He  informed  me  all  Methods 
had  been  tried  in  vain  to  prevent  the  Growth  of  the  Fun¬ 
gus,  the  adfual  Cautery,  Candies,  the  Knife,  &c.  had 
been  repeated  often  unfuccefsfully.  It  was  twenty  three 
Inches  in  Circumference,  and  about  fix  Inches  high  on 

the 
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Sect.  XLVIIL  Such  Cancers  as  arife  from 

the 

the  Back,  when  I  firft  faw  it,  appearing  of  a  Liver,  or 
Copper  Colour,  knotty,  irregular,  extreamly  full  of 
Blood- Veflels  and  Roots:  This  Gentleman’s  Cafe  had 
been  feen  by  many  eminent  Surgeons  and  Phyficians 
in  London ,  whom  he  had  confulted.  I  was  defired  to 
attempt  reducing  the  Fungus  by  my  Method,  which  I 
was  fo  happy  as  to  accomplifh,  in  a  very  fnort  Time, 
without  much  Pain  or  Inconvenience  to  him ;  and  the 
Whole  was  healed  within  the  Size  of  a  Crown-piece ;  but 
difcharged  a  more  than  ordinary  Quantity  of  Lymph, 
which  could  never  be  traced  from  what  Part  it  came,  there 
being  no  Sinus  difcovered,  on  which  Account  I  defired  a 
Confutation  might  be  had,  to  confider  what  might  be 
farther  done  for  his  Recovery,  when  it  was  thought  ad¬ 
visable  to  leave  it  to  Nature.  He  began  to  look  better, 
ate  and  drank  heartily,  rode  on  Horfe-back,  yet  was  a 
little  indifcreet  in  exceeding  the  Liberties  allowed  him, 
and  uling  too  ft  rang  Exercife,  &c.  Soon  after  the  Fungus 
appeared  again  ;  on  which  another  Confultation  was  had, 
and  it  was  advifed  again  to  leave  it  to  Nature  ;  it  proceeded 
very  fait,  and  he  almoft  of  a  hidden  loft  the  Ufe  of  his 
Hands,  his  Feet  became  numbed,  as  if  feized  with  a  Pal- 
fy ;  I  then  fufpedfed  feme  Diforder  of  the  Spinal  Marrow 
or  the  Branches  from  it,  and  that  the  Bones  of  the  Back 
were  afFedfed.  He  began  to  wafle  apace,  his  Diforder 
increafed,  and  violent  Purgings  came  on,  which  redu¬ 
ced  him  to  a  Skeleton,  before  he  died,  notwithftanding 
he  was  conftantly  attended  by  feveral  eminent  Phyficians, 
but  could  not  be  relieved.  Fie  defired  to  be  opened, 
which  was  done  in  the  Prefence  of  three  eminent  Surge¬ 
ons,  when  there  appeared  a  Caries  of  Part  of  the  three 
lower  Vertebrae  or  Bones  of  the  Neck,  with  a  large  Cyft 
running  from  them  dire 611  y  under  the  right  Scapula  or 
Shoulder-blade,  which  was  likewife  difcoloured ;  thefe 
Symptoms,  it  may  naturally  be  fuppofed,  render’d  his  Cafe 
incurable. 

a  a  A  Surgeon  in  cutting  the  Nail  of  the  great  Toe  of  a 
Country-man,  imprudently  hurt  the  tender,  nervous  Pulp 

placed 
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the  nervous  Papilla ,  whether  of  the  Tongue,* 
Glands  Penis ,  &c.  may  perhaps  not  improper¬ 
ly  be  denominated  fungous  Cancers ,  as  thofe 
Kinds  of  Warts,  which  generally  produce 
them,3  cannot  be  termed  Scirrhujfes ,  nor  fuch 
as  happen  in  Places  covered  with  the  com¬ 
mon  Skin,  as  that  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
Sedtion. 

Sect.  XLIX.  Women  are  more  fubjedt  to 
cancerous  Disorders  than  Men,  efpecially  fuch 
Women  as  are  of  a  ledentary,  melancholic 
Difpofition  of  Mind,  and  meet  with  fuch  Dif- 
afters  in  Life,  as  occafion  much  Trouble  and 
Grief, -j-  though  this  Diforder  may  happen  to 
any  Woman,  and  at  all  Times  of  Life  j  yet 

the 

placed  under  it,  from  whence  arofe  a  Fungus,  fimilar  to 
that  juft  mentioned,  which,  whilft  the  Surgeon  endeavou¬ 
red  to  confume  by  corrofive  Medicines,  was  irritated  to 
fuch  a  Degree,  that  it  became  cancerous,  and  it  was 
found  neceft'ary  to  amputate  the  Part.  Ibidem. 

*  Mrs.  F - r,  a  Lady  in  Bury  St.  had  a  fmall  F un- 

gus  like  a  Wart,  at  the  Tip  of  the  Tongue,  which  gave 
her  great  Pain  quite  down  her  Throat,  that  {he  often 
could  get  no  Reft,  with  a  Hardnefs  accompanying  it,  but 
by  applying  my  Remedy,  fhe  was  eafily  cured;  the  Dif¬ 
order  not  being  of  long  Standing. 

*  See  Hildanus  Obfervat.  Chirurg.  Centaur,  vi.  Obf. 

LXXXI. 

i  Mrs.  Emcrfon ,  upon  the  Death  of  her  Daughter, 
underwent  great  AfHi&ion,  and  perceived  her  Breaft  to 
fwell,  which  foon  after  grew  painful  ;  at  laft  broke  out  in 
a  moft  inveterate  Cancer,  which  confumed  great  Part  of  it 
in  a  fhort  Time.  She  had  always  before  enjoy'd  a  perfect 

■  State 
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the  Obfervations  of  all  the  Medical  Writers, 
and  the  many  Inftances  1  have  remarked,  from 
thofe  that  have  applied  to  me  in  cancerous  Ca¬ 
fes,  evince,  that  it  is  moft  frequent  among  un¬ 
married  Women,  or  if  married,  in  fuch  as  do 
not  bear  Children,  and  where  the  Menfes  are 
irregular,  or  deficient  in  Quantity,  and  at  that 
Period  when  they  begin  to  ceafe,  which  is  ge¬ 
nerally  from  the  forty-fifth  to  the  fiftieth  Y ear 
of  Aged 

Sect.  L.  The  Parts  moft  liable  to  become 
cancerous  in  Women  are  the  Breafts,b  the  U- 

terus. 

State  of  Health.  I  reduced  her  Sore  to  the  Compafs  of  an 
XfFue,  and  (he  is  now  in  perfect  Health  and  Eafe. 

The  Wife  of  a  Mate  of  a  Ship,  (who  was  taken  fome 
Time  ago  by  the  French^  and  put  in  Prifon)  was  thereby 
fo  much  afFedted,  that  her  Breafi:  began  to  fwell,  and  foon 
after  broke  out  in  a  cefperate  Cancer ,  which  had  proceed¬ 
ed  fo  far,  that  I  could  not  undertake  her  Cafe.  She  never 
before  had  any  Complaint  in  her  B'reaft. 

*  4  Of  twenty  Women  affiidred  with  Cancers ,  fifteen 
4  will  be  found  to  be  aged  from  forty- five  to  fifty  Years, 
4  when  Nature  ufually  puts  a  Stop  to  the  menflrual'ltLvaQxi- 
4  tion.  This  Diforder  is  very  brief  in  Nunneries.  Mon- 
4  fieur  du  Chcne  and  I,  in  the  Journey  we  took  with  the 
4  Princes  in  1700,  found  it  fo  in  almoft  all  the  Towns, 

4  through  which  we  pafied ;  the  Patients  being  all  of  them 
4  near  fifty,  or  if  younger,  had  not  their  Terms  regularly/ 
Dionis.  Surg.  Demonjlrat.  v.  Pag.  248.  See  alfo  Galeny 
Lib .  ii.  Art.  Curat,  ad  Gian.  Cap.  xviii,  et  Lib.  xiv.  Method. 
Medendi ,  and  ForcJC s  Obferv.  et  Curat.  Med.  Lib.  xvi. 
Schol.  ad  Obfervat.  xxvi. 

b  Wifemaris  Surgery,  Vol.  1.  Obferv.  1,  2,  3,  &c,  pag. 
165  166.  Fore]}’ s  Obierv.  et  Curat.  Med.  Lib.  xvii. 

Obferv* 
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Ur  us?  the  Glands ,  fituated  about  its  internal 
Neck.b  In  Men  the  Tefticles,  the  Lips,  and  all 
Places  where  the  Glands  are  particularly  prone 
thereto,  though  there  is  no  external,  or  internal 
Part  of  the  Body,  where  a  Cancer  may  not  fix 
itfelf  to. 

Sect.  LI.  Befides  the  moft  ufual  Seats  of  a 
Cancer ,  particularized  in  the  foregoing  Section ; 
this  Diforder  has  been  known  to  feize  upon 
the  hairy  Scalp,0  *  the  internal  Canthus  of  the 

Eye, 

Obferv.  xxvi,  xxvii.  Three  Nuns  had  Cancers  which 
occupied  the  whole  Breafts  to  the  Arm-pits,  Schol.  ad 
Obferv.  xxvi.  Obferv.  Chirurg .  Lib .  iv.  Obferv.  v.  Alfo 
River ius  ObJ.  ALed.  Scultet.  Anna  ?nentare  C birug.  Hei- 
Jiers  Surgery ,  &C. 

For  a  very  good  Account  of  a  Cancer  of  the  W omb, 
&c.  the  Methods  of  Cure,  conl'ult  Ajiruc.  on  the  Difeafes 
of  IVomen ,  Chap.  xix.  Pag.  240.  ForeJ}' s  Obferv.  et  Cu¬ 
rat.  Med.  Lib.  xxviii.  Obfervat.  XLVI  &  XLVII.  Hoff¬ 
man,  Opera.  Omnia ,  Tfom.  ii.  Sett.  ii.  Cap.  x.  Obfervat. 
iii.  Pag.  157.  Corfult.  et  Refpons.  Med.  Centaur,  ii.  Sett. 
iii.  Caf.  xxii. 

b  Hoffman  Opera.  Omnia,  Tom.  ii.  Se<5f.  ii.  Cap.  x. 
Pag.  157.  Two  hard  cancerous  Glands  in  the  Vagina  Uteri , 
which  prefled  upon  the  Neck  of  the  Bladder,  and  fup- 
prefled  the  Urine;  the  Pains,  occaiioned  thereby,  were 
very  much  like  thofe  from  a  Stone  in  the  Bladder,  IVifc - 
man  s  Surgery ,  Vol.  i.  Obfervat.  IX.  P.  168. 

c  *  A  Man,  about  fifty  Years  of  Age,  had  a  cancerous 
‘  Tumour  of  a  mild  Sort,  as  big  as  a  largeWalnut,  be-' 
‘  tween  the  coronal  and  fagital  Suture  ;  it  was  cured  by- 
c  Incifion.5  IVifcman  s  Surgery,  Vol.  i.  Chap .  xxi.  Obferv. 
XIX.  Pag.  185. 

*  A  poor  Man  applied  to  me,  who,  having  received  a 
Cut  from  a  Razor  on  the  hairy  Scalp,  became  difficult  to 

heal ; 
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Eye/  alfo  upon  the  Eyes  themfelves/  Ca- 
runcula  lacbrymalisf  Temples, d  behind  the 

Ear> 

heal ;  he  applied  many  Remedies  from  different  Perfons, 
in  the  Space  of  a  Year  the  Wound  fpread  difcharging  a 
thin  Ichor,  and  was  furrounded  with  callous  Edges,  of  an 
irregular  Form,  fo  very  fore,  he  could  fcarce  bear  his 
Wig  on  ;  he  had  taken  Mercurials  to  no  Purpofe,  a  Sur¬ 
geon  apprehending  it  venereal ;  but,  in  a  fhort  Time,  I 
performed  his  Cure. 

*  c  A  Man,  aged  fixty  Years,  laboured  under  a  can - 
e  cerous  Excrelcence,  which  began  from  the  internal  Can- 
c  thus  of  the  Eye.  It  was,  in  the  Beginning,  of  the  Size 
‘  of  an  Hand-ball,  and  of  a  very  virulent  Nature,  and 
4  afterwards  grew  fo  very  large,  as  entirely  to  hide  the 
i  Eye,’  Forejfs  Obferv.  Chirurg.  Lib .  vii.  Obferv.  xxvii. 

b  For  a  Reprefeutation  of  cancerous  Eyes,  See  Heifer s 
Surgery ,  Table  xviii.  Fig.  xiv.  Lf  xv.  Hildanus  Obferv. 
Chirurg.  Centaur .  i.  Obferv ,  i.  Muys  Dec.  xii.  Objerv.  i. 
and  Job.  a  Meckren .  Obfervat.  Medico.  Chirurg.  P  of  hum. 
Cap.  xvii.  gives  Examples  of  cancerous  Eyes.  The  laft 
quoted  Author,  fays,  4  a  Girl,  otherwife  healthy,  at  the 
c  Age  of  feventeen  Y  ears,  perceived  a  fmall  T ubercle  upon 
4  the  left  Eye,  attended  with  a  flight  Inflammation  with- 
4  out  Pain,  which  continually  increafed  in  Bignefs  and 

*  Malignity,  by  being  put  under  the  Diredlion  of  Quacks 

*  and  old  Women;  fo  that,  inTime,  it  became  a  cancerous 
6  Abfcefs, which  he  extirpated  in  the  Prefence  of  many  Phy- 
‘  ficiansand  Surgeons.’ 

€  c  A  Ship  Carpenter  laboured  under  a  lachrymal  Flux, 

€  which  was  unfeafonably  fuppreffed  by  Means  of  Oil  of 
c  Vitriol,  whence  the  Caruncula  lachrymalis  grew  fo  luxu- 
‘  riant,  as  to  cover  the  Cheek,  and  degenerated  in- 

*  to  a  mofl  frightful  Cancer ,  fo  malignant  as  fcarce  to  bear 
€  being  touched,  with  bleeding  very  much,’  Tulp.  Obferv. 
Med.  Lib.  i.  Cap.  XXIX.  Pag.  58. 

d  c  A  W oman  had,  for  more  than  fifty  Years,  a  hard, 

*  unequal,  occult  Cancer  upon  the  left  Temple,  which 
c  was  not  very  troublefome ;  but  as  it  increafed,  it  began 

*  to  itch,  and  grow  painful ;  after  many  Years,  an  Etnpi- 

*  ric 
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Ear/ - Noftrils/ - Cheek/  *  - ■— 

I  Chin, 


<  ric  applied  Cauflics,  by  which  it  was  fo  irritated,  as 
4  to  become  ulcerated.  As  only  Palliation  could  be  at- 
c  tempted,  the  following  Cerate,  from  it’s  known  good 
c  Effects,  was  applied,  J&.  Ol.  Rofar.  gij.  Cersealb.  gvj. 
c  Plumb,  rufl  a  clot.  Jls.  Ol.  cum  Cera  liquifiat  et  addito 
4  Plumboagitentur  fex  horas  in  Mortario  plumbeo  ut  fiat 
*  Ceratum.’  Tulp.  Obf.  Med .  Lib,  i.  Cap.  xlvii. 

•  Wifemari  s  Surgery,  Vol.  i.  Book  i.  Chap.  xxi.  Obf. 
iv.  p.  166. 

f  Foreft' s  Obferv.  et  Curat.  Med.  Lib.  xiii.  Obferv.  vj. 
Rivtrius  Obferv.  communicat.  a  D.  Jocez .  M.  D.  Obferv. 

*x-  Pag-  334- 

f  6  A  Man,  about  twenty  Years  of  Age,  had  a  Can- 
4  cer  on  his  left  Cheek,  firetching  itfelf  from  that  Side  of 
4  hisNofe,  clofe  under  the  lower  Eye-lid  to  the  external 
4  Canthus ;  it  was  broad  in  its  Bafis,  and  rofe  copped, 
4  like  a  Sugar-Loaf ;  it  gleeted,  and  was  accompanied 
4  with  much  Pain;  he  had  alfo  fome  feirrhous  Glands  un- 
c  der  the  Jaw.’  Wifemari s  Surgery ,  Vol*  i.  Book  i.  Chap. 
xxi.  P.  1 86. 

*  Mrs.  Gofnell ,  from  Kingjlon  in  Surry ,  applied  to  me 
with  a  Cancer ,  that  had  fpread  over  one  half  of  her  Face; 
fhe  informed  me  it  appeared  firfl  by  a  very  fmall,  loofe 
Lump,  no  bigger  than  a  Pea,  on  the  Cheek-Bone,  which, 
by  irritating  Applications,  foon  grew  to  the  Size  of  an 
Hen’s  Ees; ;  then  broke  into  an  Ulcer ,  and  became  a  moft 
inveterate  Cancer ,  having  deflroyed  all  the  Flefh  from  the 
Cheek  to  the  Ear,  and  down  to  her  Neck,  alfo  commu¬ 
nicated  itfelf  to  the  maxillary  and  parotid  Glands;  her 
wdiole  Neck  and  Throat  being  fwelled  to  a  prodigious 
Size,  fhe  was  in  great  Pain  and  Mifery.  I  don’t  expert 
file  can  live  long. 

t  I  was  applied  to  by  Mr.  Spindclow ,  near  Black-Fryars, 
in  a  like  Cafe.  His  Cheek  was  ate  almoft  all  away  to  the 
Ear,  the  Jaw  contracted,  and  fo  fixed,  as  not  to  be  open¬ 
ed,  he  was  obliged  to  take  his  Suftenance  through  a  Cavi- 

•  ;  ■  fy 
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Chin/  *  Gums/  f  Tongue,  J  Breafts  of 

Men, 

ty  where  he  had  loft  his  Teeth ;  the  Origin  of  which,  as 
he  informed  me,  was  from  a  fmall  Tetter  on  the  Cheek, 
which  became  cancerous  by  applying  irritating  Medicines, 
In  the  early  State,  it  was  cut  out  by  an  eminent  Surgeon  ; 
afterwards  it  fpread,  and  grew  more  painful ;  to  which 
Cauftics  and  Cutting  were  often  repeated  unfuccefsfully, 
till  it  became  in  the  Condition  I  found  him,  attended  with 
the  moft  inconceivable  Pain.  I  endeavoured  to  flop  the 
Progrefs,  tho’  without  Hopes  of  Cure,  it  having  been 
many  Years  coming  to  this  defperate  Condition. 

a  t  A  Woman  laboured  under  a  Cancer  (originally  ow? 
c  ing  to  a  venereal  Caufe)  not  only  about  her  Chin  and 

*  Nofe,  but  fpread  itfelf  over  the  whole  Face,  which  was  fo 
c  eroded,  that  fhe  appeared  more  like  a  Monfter,  than  a 

*  human  Creature  ;  fhe  however  lived  a  long  while,  and 

*  at  laft  died  with  intolerable  Pain.’  Forejl .  Ohfervat .  et 
Curat .  Med.  Schol.  ad  Obferv.  xxvi. 

*  I  lately  cured  a  Perfon  who  had  a  Cancer  on  his  Chin, 
v/hich  had  deftroyed  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Flefh,  and 
almoft  laid  the  Bone  bare  ;  he  informed  me,  it  had  been 
fome  Years  ftanding,  and  came  originally  from  a  fmall 
Pimple,  which  he  was  continually  picking. 

b  (A  o7«r£m/jExcrefcence,  thrufting  out  from  the  Gums 

*  of  the  lower  right  Jaw,  cured  by  the  actual  Cautery.’ 
JVifcman  s  Surgery,  Vol.  i.  Book  i.  Chap.  xxi.  Obferv.  xv.  P. 
187.  f  An  ulcerated  Cancer  of  the  Gums  of  the  upper 

*  Jaw,  caufed  by  cracking  the  Stone  of  an  Apricot.’  Ibid. 
Obferv.  xvi.  P.  189,  190,  19 1.  See  alfo  Riverius  Obfervat . 
commun.  a  Formio.  Obferv.  XLV.  Pag.  344. 

+  I  was  applied  to  by  a  poor  Perfon,  about  18  Months 
ago,  whofe  Name  is  Monton,  with  a  cancerous  Excrefcence 
in  the  under  Gum,  that  had  fpread  above  half  Way  thro’ 
the  fame,  and  was  got  into  the  Lip  ;  fhe  had  conftantly  a 
Difcharge  from  it  of  acrid  Matter  in  great  Quantity.  I 
cured  her  in  a  fhort  Time. 

J  In  the  Tongue,  I  have  feen  feveral  mifer able  Cafes, 
within  12  Months  laft,  and  amor  g  others,  the  late  Aid, 

Black- 
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Men, a  *  * - Bladder, b - Liver, c - Ure~ 

I  2  thra 

BlachforTs,  who  had  a  large  Ulcer  running  almod  all 
along  the  Side  of  the  Tongue  to  the  Roots  ;  he  thought 
it  came  by  fretting  againlt  the  Edge  of  a  fharp  Tooth. 
He  complained  of  a  Pain  in  the  Ear,  and  the  neighbouring 
Glands  had  a  condant  Flow  of  Saliva.  I  declined  med¬ 
dling  with  his  Cafe. 

a  See  an  Indance  of  this  from  Bibloc ,  recorded  by  Hei- 
Jler  in  his  Surgery,  Vol.  i.  Book  iv.  Chap.  xvii.  P.  229; 

*  Mr.  Thomas  Maynard  of  Cranbrook  in  Kent ,  apply’d 
to  me  with  an  occult  Cancer  in  his  left  Bread,  occafioned 
by  a  Bruife,  received  ten  Years  before;  a  fmall  Lump 
drd  appeared,  which  by  Degrees  enereafed  to  the  Bignefs 
of  a  Duck  Egg,  of  an  irregular  oval  Figure  ;  it  was  no 
Ways  troublefome  till  February  1758,  when  it  grew  pain¬ 
ful ;  the  VefTels  were  didended,  and  became  varicous, 
difcoloured,  &c.  the  Tumor  was  making  hady  Steps  to 
ulcerate.  He  returned  Home  perfectly  well,  October  28* 
1758.  The  Cancer  feparated,  with  very  drong,  large 
Roots. 

b  c  A  Perfon  was  in  Childhood  cut  for  the  Storie,  after 
c  which  he  never  evacuated  his  Urine  in  the  natural  Way, 
4  but  by  the  Anus,  as  the  Wound  of  the  Bladder  was  ne- 
‘  ver  healed  and  was  open  to  the  Return;  he  remained  in 

*  all  other  Refpe&s  well  till  his  fortieth  Year,  when  he 
1  began  to  complain  of  a  Pain  in  the  Loins,  with  a  con- 
4  tinual  Tenefmus,  and  Itching  in  the  Yard,  &c.  front 
4  an  over  Modedy,  he  continued  ten  Years  in  this  Condi- 
4  tion,  before  he  defired  any  medical  Adidance,  but  at 
4  that  Time  his  Cafe  was  beyond  Recovery.  Upon  o- 
4  pening  his  Body,  a  Cancer  was  found,  which  entirely 
4  iurrounded  the  Padage  (which  was  of  a  Finger’s  Length 
4  and  Breadth)  from  the  Bladder  to  the  draitGut.’  For 
a  more  exadl  Account  of  this  Cafe,  fee  Tulpius  Obferv . 
Med.  Lib.  iv.  Cap.  xxxviii.  Pag.  336.  Alfo  fee  The  Edin¬ 
burg  Medical  Ejfays,  Vol.  i.  P.  276. 

c  4  Two  cancerous  Tumours  at  the  Extremity  of  the 

*  Liver,  each  as.  bin  as  a  Man’s  Fid,  the  Patient  died  drop- 

4  deal 
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thra  of  Women, d  Anus,6^  Legs/f  &c. 
&c. 

The  Roots  of  Cancers  are  thofe  Subftances 
which  fhoot  from  the  Tumour,  adhere  to,  and 
are  interwoven  with  the  neighbouring  Parts. 
Thefe  are  not  equally  numerous  in  every  Cafe,. 
I  have  often  leen  (upon  the  Separation  of  a 

can- 

c  ftcal,  the  whole  Liver  weighed  more  than  20  Pounds/ 
Riverius  Obferv.  Med.  Centaur .  ii.  Obfcrv.  LIII.  Pag.  140, 
141. 

d  Stalpart  Vander  Well.  Obferv.  rarior.  Anatom.  Med. 
Chirurg.  Obfervat.  LXXXVIII.  Pag.  372. 
c  Turner’s  Surgery,  Vol.  i.  Hiflor.  x.  P.  92. 

*  Mrs. - ,  at  Lambeth ,  applied  to  me,  having  & 

Cancer  in  the  Anus,  which  arofe  originally  from  fuppref- 
fing  the  bleeding  Piles  ;  {he  was  in  a  moft  painful  and  mi¬ 
ter  able  Condition  ;  there  was  a  large,  fetid  Ulcer,  with  in- 
curvated,  callous  Edges,  on  the  Verge  of  the  Anus,  which 
entered  theRedlum  feveral  Inches.  It  was  with  the  greatefl 
Difficulty  fhe  went  to  Stool,  and  at  the  fame  Time  aDif- 
charge  of  famous  Matter  iffiied  from  the  Vagina,  that 
gave  Reafcn  to  fufpedf  the  Uterus  was  likewife  cancerous.. 
I  could  only  attempt  Palliation  in  this  Cafe,  fhe  being  a- 
bove  fixty  Years  of  Age. 

f  6 1  never  faw  more  than  one  Woman  who  had  a  Can - 

*  cer  in  the  Leg.5  For  eft  Obferv.  et  Curat.  Med.  SchoL  ad 
Obferv.  xxvi.  Amatus  likewife  obferves,  c  that  he  never 

*  met  with  more  than  one  Cancer  of  the  Legs.’ 

f  I  faw  a  cancerous  Ulcer  in  the  Leg  in  a  poor  Wo¬ 
man,  of  the  Name  of  Wright ,  from  Reading  in  Berkjhire^ 
tvhofe  Circumftances  could  not  afford  her  flaying  in  Lon- 
dm  till  cured.  I  alfo  remember  another  Inffance  of  Mrs. 
Hare  of  Ifington ,  who  had  a  cancerous  Fungus  on  the 
Shin-bone  for  feveral  Years  ;  the  was  under  the  Care  of 
the  late  Mr.  Phillips ,  Surgeon  of  St.  Bartholemew’s  Hofpi- 
tal.  See  alfo  the  Cafe  of  Mr.  Andrews  annexed  to  this 
May. 
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cancerous  Lump  by  my  Application)  Roots 
thicker  than  a  Goofe-quill,  running  deep  in 
the  Flefh,  and  in  others  fmaller,  knotted*  mors 
fibrous,  and  fuperficial ;  thefe  are  not  fo  dif— 
cernable  when  Extirpation  is  performed  by  the 
Knife.  I  have  formerly  attended  the  Ampu^ 
tation  of  many  cancerous  Breads,  yet  never 
conceived  there  were  fuch  Roots,  till  I  faw 
their  Separation,  by  the  Means  of  the  Medicine 
in  Queftion. 

Doctor  Harris  a  juflly  enough  accounts  for 
the  varicous  Veffels  of  Cancers ,  he  fays,  c  that 
c  a  Cancer  has  its  Veins  turgid  and  varicous, 
c  fpread  out  in  different  Parts  of  it,  which  are 

*  caufed  by  thick,  grumous,  melancholic  Blood, 
4  liable  to  ftagnate,  partly  by  its  own  Thick- 
c  nefs,  and  partly  by  its  Motion,  being  inter- 
‘  rupted  by  the  Tumour,  unequally  diftending 
c  itfelf,  and  in  fome  Places  ftraitening  the 
‘  Veins  fo  much,  that  only  the  thinner  and  fe- 
c  rous  Part  of  the  Blood  can  circulate  through 

*  them,  whilft  the  thicken’d  Part  remains  be- 
c  hind,  and  increafing  in  Bulk  and  Quantity, 
‘  dilates  and  enlarges  the  Veins. 

It  is  a  Difpute  amongft  the  Writers  on  this 
Difeafe,  whether  a  Cancer  be  contagious  or  not. 
Heijler b  fays,  he  could  never  obferve  any  Foun¬ 
dation  for  the  Opinion  of  a  Cancer  being  con¬ 
tagious,  though  he  had  been  pretty  converfant 


a  Diflertat.  Med.  ad  Chirurg.  DifTert.  X.  Pag.  163. 
b  Heijiers  Surgery,  Vol.  i.  Book  iv.  Chap.  xvii.  P.  230. 


(  62  ) 

in  thofe  Cafes ;  but  on  the  other  Hand  I’ulpiusf 
Beckett ,b  and  others,  give  fuch  ftrong  Proofs 
to  fupport  their  Opinion,  as  cannot,  I  think, 
be  eafily  refuted,  efpecially  when  it  is  confi- 
dered  to  what  a  Degree  of  Malignity  the  Sa¬ 
nies  of  an  ulcerated  Cancer  may  arife.c 

In 

3  Pulpitis  Obfervat.  Med.  Lib.  iv.  Cap.  viii.  Pag.  293. 

b  4  A  Tradefman  in  Nottingham ,  thinking  to  relieve  his 

4  Wife,  who  had  a  cancerous  Bread,  by  drawing  the  Hu- 
c  mours  thro’  the  Nipple,  in  a  fhort  Time  was  afflicted 
4  with  a  Cancer  on  the  Infide  of  the  upper  Jaw,  which 
4  -encreafing  and  fpreading,  rendered  him  a  mod  frightful 
4  Object,  and  killed  him. 

4  A  poor  Woman  having  an  ulcerated  Cancer  in  her 
4  right  Bread,  differed  two  Children  to  lie  in  the  fame 
4  Bed  with  her  ;  at  length  one  of  them,  a  Girl  about  five 
4  Years  old,  began  to  be  afHidfed  with  a  fmall,  painful 
4  Tumour  in  one  of  her  Breads,  which  increafed  to  near 
4  the  Bignefs  of  an  Hen’s  Egg,  became  livid,  and  entirely 
4  cancerous. 

4  Zaculus  Lucitanus,  mentions  a  poor  Woman  having 
4  an  ulcerated  Cancer  in  her  Bread,  and  lying  with  three 
4  Children,  they  were  afflitded  after  the  fame  Manner,  by 
4  the  Contagion  received  from  the  Woman  ;  two  of  them 
4  died,  but  the  third,  who  was  of  a  drong  Conditution, 

4  had  the  Cancer  cut  away  by  a  Surgeon  and  was  cured.’ 

Sennertus  (who  argues  that  a  Cancer  is  not  contagious) 
is  of  Opinion,  4  that  thefe  Children  did  not  contract  the 
4  Difeafe  by  Contagion,  but  that  it  was  by  hereditary 
4  Succeffion.’  Bibliothic.  Anat.  Med.  See.  Vol .  ii.  P .  481, 
&c. 

c  4  I  have  feen  the  Cloaths  applied  to  an  exulcerated 
4  Cancer ,  and  wet  with  the  Sanies  flowing  from  it,  eat  a- 
4  way  much  in  the  fame  Manner  as  if  they  had  been  mor- 
4  dened  with  Aqua  fortis,  and  I  cannot  without  Dread 
4  remember,having  feen  an  exulcerated  Cancer  of  theBread, 

4  which 
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In  all  cancerous  Cafes,  but  more  efpeclally 
in  fuch  as  have  been  long  ulcerated,  it  may  be 

advifeable 

*  which  confumed  every  Thing  even  to  the  Arm-pits,  till 

*  the  great  VelTels  being  eroded,  a  profufe  Haemorrhage 

*  happened  fuddenly  and  killed  the  Patient.’ 

Van  Swieten  Comment,  in  jlphor.  Boerhaav.  Tom.  i.  Pag . 

886. 

c  I  have  feen  a  Cancer  of  the  Breaft,  which  confumed 

*  every  Thing  as  far  as  the  Groins,  and  to  the  Arm-pits  ; 
c  the  Patient  died  of  an  Haemorrhage  from  the  Ulcers, 
c  the  Matter  of  which,  as  in  the  former  Inftance,  eroded 
c  the  large  V  eflels/ 

Prax .  Med.  Tom.  ii.  Pag.  251. 

*  In  a  Man,  who  laboured  under  a  Cancer  of  the  Lip, 
c  which  he  would  not  fubmit  to  have  extirpated,  I  law 
c  the  whole  Chin  eat  away  before  he  died.’  Ibid.  Pag.  896. 
‘  In  cancerous  Diforders,  there  is  a  peculiar,  and  as  it 

*  were,  poifonous,  corroding  Acrimony/ 

Heijier  Co?npend.  Med.  Pratt.  Cap.  xii.  S.  XXVII.  Pag. 

263* 

c  Mr.  Smith ,  formerly  one  of  the  Surgeons  to  St.  Tho- 

*  mas's  Hofpital,  amputated  the  cancerous  Breaft  of  a 

*  Woman,  and  obferving  a  fmall  Vehicle  in  the  Breaft 

*  that  was  cut  off,  which  was  filled  with  a  pellucid  Li- 
c  quor,  he  very  imprudently,  out  of  Curiofity,  juft  tailed 

*  a  Drop  of  it.  He  was  never  afterwards  free  from  the 
€  difagreeable  Tafte  of  that  acrid  and  poifonous  Liquor, 

*  and  which  fmelled,  perhaps,  worfe  than  any  Thing  that 
i  can  be  conceived ;  he  gradually  languilhed  for  fome 

*  Months  after  this  fatal  Experiment  before  it  quite  killed 
6  him. 

c  The  Wife  of  Dr.  Bellenger  laboured  under  an  exulce- 

*  rated  Cancer ,  of  which  Ihe  died  ;  the  nafty,  deadly  Smell 

*  fo  affetfted  the  Docfor,  that  he  retained  it  perpetually, 
1  from  the  Time  of  his  Wife’s  Death  to  his  own.’ 

Harris's  Differtat.  Med.  et  Chirurg  DiJJert.  x.  Pag. 
J 68.  169.  See  alfo  Foreji  Obferv.  Chirurg .  Lib.  iv.  Ob~ 
ferv.  vi?  Hildanus  Obferv  at.  Chirurg.  Centaur,  iii.  Obferv. 
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advifeable  to  open  Iflues,  or  to  contrive  fome 
artificial  Drain,  previous  to  their  being  totally 
healed,  For  it  is  impoflible  to  predetermine 
what  may  be  the  Confequence  of  too  haftily 
flopping  a  Current  of  Humour,  that  has  been 
accuftomed  to  flow  for  a  Length  of  Time. 

With  relpedt  to  the  proper  Pofition  of  fuch 
Drain,  fome  judgment  is  requifite  :  I  have 
fometimes  left  a  Pea  in  the  very  Part  from 
whence  the  Cancer  has  been  extirpated  ;  and 
this  particularly  in  Perfons  advanced  in  Years. 
Alfo,  where  it  was  doubtful,  whether  the  Jui¬ 
ces  in  general  had  not  participated  of  the 
cancerous  Virus .  —  This  ought  more  carefully 
to  be  confidered  in  feminine  Cafes,  where  the 
Menfes  are  irregular,  have  diminifhed  in  Quan¬ 
tity,  or  are  about  to  leave  the  Patient. 

An  Inftance  has  occurred  to  me,  where 
the  Want  of  fuch  a  Difcharge  in  Time  has 
been  attended  with  troublefome  Effects  to  the 
Patient ;  and  by  opening  a  Drain,  the  Patient 
was  almoft  immediately  relieved  ** 

Indeed, 

LXXXVII.  Pag.  287.  Stalpart  VanderlViel  Obferv.  ra- 
rior.  Cent.  P  of l bum.  Part  i.  Tom.  ii.  Obferv.  xxvi.  Pag* 
273.  JPfifcettan .  Curie f.  Dec.  i.  An.  i.  Obferv.  XCIX.  Pag. 
231.  Gendron  d,cs  Cancers.  Plainer i  Injlitut.  Cbirurg. • 
S.  CCLXV.  Pag.  154.  Dr.  Read's  Works ,  Treat,  ii. 
.Led.  xvii.  P.  171.  Turner’s  Surgery ,  Vol.  i.  Sett.  i.  Hiji. 
m.  P.  94,  95. 

*  Mifs  Clarke ,  a  young  Lady  from  Wilijtnre ,  then  at 
Mr.  Robert’s ,  a  Packer  in  Coleman-fireet  Buildings,  had  a 
ScirrbusPo  large,  as  to  envelope  the  whole  Breaft,  which 
■was.  extirpated,  and  Hie  returned  Home  very  well. — —I 

propofed 
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Indeed,  Reafon  feems  to  confirm  the  Uti¬ 
lity  of  fome  fuch  Evacuation  ;  too  much  Cau** 
tion  cannot  be  taken,  nor  can  the  beft  Medi¬ 
cine  pretend  to  Infallibility. 

Cancers  are  often  feen  attended  by  many 
ill-conditioned  Companions,  with  Complaints 
that  have  apparently  no  Relation  to  them.* 
And  when  thus  unfortunately  complicated, 
the  Cure  will  be  both  more  uncertain  and  dif¬ 
ficult.^ 

Neverthelefs,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  ha¬ 
zard  an  Opinion,  I  fhould  be  inclined  to  be- 
believe,  that  the  major  Part  of  cancerous  Com¬ 
plaints  are  merely  local,  and  fome  Cafes  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  fo  a  confiderable  Time  even  after 
their  Ulceration. 

K  And 

I  propofed  an  Ifiue  ;  but  (be  could  not  by  any  Perfuafions 
be  brought  to  confent  to  it,  finding  herfelf  in  good  Health 
and  Spirits.  About  fix  Weeks  afterwards  the  menftrual 
Difcharge  became  irregular,  and  diminifhed  in  'Quanti¬ 
ty  ;  the  Breaft  began  to  appear  Emphyfematous,  or  puf¬ 
fed  up ;  and  a  total  Ceffation  of  the  Menfes  fucceeded. 
The  Confequence  was  a  manifeft  Proof  of  Water  being 

contained  under  the  Teguments  of  the  Part.— - Upon 

an  Opening  being  made,  there  iffued  fuch  a  Quantity  of 

tranfparent  Hydatidcs  as  almoft  filled  a  Tea-cup. - - 

There  has  been  no  Return  of  the  Menfes  fince  ;  and  it  is 
propofed  to  continue  the  Part  open  till  Nature  recovers 
her  proper  Channel.  She  ufes  moderate  Exercife,  and 
is,  in  other  Refpedfs,  healthy. 

*  Scrophulas,  Allhmas,  Phthifics,  Dropfies,  Hyfte- 
rical  Complaints,  Hedtic  Fevers. 

f  Mrs.  Simpfon ,  Mrs.  Lacy,  Mrs.  Crifpe ,  and  Mrs. 
Godfrey  had  all  of  them  Scirrhujfes ,  accompanied  with 
Water  in  the  Breaft,  when  they  applied  to  me,  and  were 
all  cured. 
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•  And  altho’  Scirrhujfes ,  in  fome  People,  re^ 
quire  different  Degrees  of  Time  before  they 
break  into  Ulcers,  it  is  not  impoffible  but  that 
the  Matter  contained  there  may  acquire  a 
greater  Degree  of  Acrimony,  in  Proportion  to 
it’s  Duration  in  it's  original  Seat ;  and  that  a* 
Part  of  this  acrid  Matter  may  be  re-abforbed 
into  the  Blood,  vitiate  the  Juices  in  general, 
and  contaminate  the  whole  animal  Oeconony. 

The  Symptoms  which  attend  Cancers  that 
have  been  ulcerated  for  any  confiderable 
length  of  Time,  and  which  do  not  fo  fre¬ 
quently  appear  in  fuch  as  are  occult,  feem  to 
countenance  this  Opinion.  Thefe  are  indu¬ 
rated  Glands,  and  unaccountable  Pains  not  only 
in  the  neighbouring,  but  fometimes  in  the 
remoter  Parts :  And  thefe  ftill  vary  according 
to  the  natural  good,,  or  ill  Habit  of  Body,  or 
in  Proportion  to  the  Degree  of  acquired  Caco- 
chymy 

When  there  are  manifeft  Indications  of  a. 
general  Depravation  of  the  Juices,  a  radical 
Cure  cannot  be  expected  merely  from  the 
Knife,  or  any  topical  Applications.  Here  the 
Aid  of  internal  Medicines  become  abfolutely 
neceflary :  And  it  is  with  Pleafure  I  acknow¬ 
ledge  my  having  received  remarkable  Affift- 
ance  from  the  judicious  Directions  given  by 
Phyficians,  with  whom  I  was  jointly  concern¬ 
ed,  in  feveral  Cafes,  where  it  appeared. moft 
probable,  that  our  beft  Endeavours,  feparately 
employed,  would  have  been  ineffectual. 

With 
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With  relpedl  to  the  peculiar  Properties  of 
what  is  commonly  called  the  cancerous  Hu¬ 
mour,  Authors  are  not  agreed,  nor  is  perhaps 
the  Enquiry  very  neceffary.  Theories,  found¬ 
ed  on  mere  Speculation,  are  too  apt  to  mil- 
lead;  whereas,  on  the  contrary,  Experiments, 
if  properly  conduced  and  faithfully  reported, 
cannot  ealily  deceive.  It  is  to  the  latter  that 
Phyfic  is  indebted  for  it’s  moft  beneficial  Im¬ 
provements.  Hence  only  we  are  taught  the 
Effects  of  particular  Medicines,  and  the  rea¬ 
died:,  as  well  as  the  moft  certain  Method  of 
curing  Difeafes.  Our  Englijh  Hippocrates, 
the  judicious  Sydenham ,  has  long  fince  juftly 
obferved,  that  u  It  were  indeed  to  be  wifhed, 
<c  that  the  Sick  might  arrive  at  Health  by  a 
<c  nearer  Way,  if  any  fuch  can  be  found  : 
cc  And  he  may  defervedly  be  called  a  Phyfi- 
<c  cian  that  hath  fuch  a  Medicine  which  is 
<£  able  to  deftroy  the  Species  of  a  Difeafe ; 
<c  and,  no  Doubt,  but  out  of  the  abundant 
€t  Plenitude  with  which  Nature  overflows, 
<c  there  is  fufficient  for  the  Cure  of  all  thofe 
<c  Difeafes  which  affeeft  Mankind,  and  that 
<c  near  at  Hand  in  every  Country.” 

When  I  confider  Mr.  Plunkett' s  Medicine 
as  a  valuable  Acquifition,  the  Succefs  I 
have  met  with  from  the  Ufe  of  it  will,  I 
flatter  myfelf,  be  fufficient  to  vindicate  the 
Suggeftion.  It  is  not  yet  two  Years  fince  I 
became  acquainted  with  it,  from  which  Time 
having  employed  it  in  more  than  an  hundred 

K  2  fchirrous 
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fchirrous  and  cancerous  Cafes,  without  fail- 
ing  in  ten  Inftances,  where  I  gave  Hopes  of 
fucceeding.  To  fpecify  them  all  would  be 
rather  tirefome  than  ufeful.  I  have  therefore 
annexed  Twelve,  at  full  Length,  under  my 
own  Direction,  which  afford  Variety,  from 
their  different  Circumflances  and  Situa¬ 
tions  :  And,  in  order  more  fully  to  evince  as 
well  the  perfect  Curablenefs  of  thefe  Difor- 
ders,  as  the  Excellence  of  this  Method,  are 
fubjoined  to  thefe,  Twelve  other  Cafes,  that 
were  feen  and  pronounced  Cancers  by  emi¬ 
nent  Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty,  formerly 
cured  by  Mr.  Plunkett ,  which  Cures  have  re¬ 
mained  firm,  according  to  the  refpeftive  Dates 


Case 
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w  jjw  WW  jsIlfiL  in? 
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Case  I. 

MRs.  Barry,  at  the  Rt.  Hon.  the  Earl 
of  Charleville  s  in  Dover-Jlreet ,  about 
the  Year  1755,  perceived  a  finall  Gland 
fwelled  in  her  Right  Breaft,  which  at  that 
Time  was  quite  free  from  Pain  :  She  could 
not  recoiled;  receiving  any  Blow  \  but  fuppo- 
fed  it  might  proceed  from  fome  other  un¬ 
known  Caufe.  A  fhort  Time  afterwards,  it 
began  to  give  her  fome  Pain,  at  Times,  and 
to  increafe  in  Size,  gradually,  for  two  Years, 
till  it  became  as  large  as  a  Hen's  Egg,  and 
very  hard,  with  a  knotty  Appearance  in  the 
circumjacent  Veflels.  The  Tumour  then 
turned  to  a  livid  Colour  5  her  Pains,  increa- 
fed  with  the  Swelling,  were  now  more  con- 
ftant,  and  almoft  continual,  darting  and  lan¬ 
cinating  thro’  the  whole  Breaft.  In  1758, 
the  Tumour  began  to  crack  in  a  fmall  Seam, 
and  difcharged  a  thin  ferous  Humour,  which 
encrufted  over  the  Sore,  and  in  a  little  Time 
it  fpread  confiderably.  She  advifed  with  fe- 
yeral  Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty,  in  Town  and 

at 
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at  Bath ,  who  declared  it  a  Cancer ;  but  gave 
no  Hopes  of  Cure.  She  took  fuch  Medicines 
as  were  judged  proper,  but  received  no  Re¬ 
lief.  She  was  then  recommended  to  my  Care  ; 
on  which,  after  fome  little  Preparation  ne- 
celfary,  I  made  an  Application  of  the  Me¬ 
dicine  I  ufe  in  cancerous  Cafes  externally, 
over  the  Bread:,  which,  by  proper  Manage¬ 
ment,  in  a  fhort  Time  brought  on  a  Se¬ 
paration  of  all  the  cancerous  Lump,  with  it  s 
Roots :  The  Sore  afterwards  healed  with  Eafe. 
She  had  an  Iffue  made,  previous  to  the  entire 
clofe  of  the  Sore,  and  was  ordered,  by  her 
Apothecary,  proper  Medicines,  and  a  Diet- 
drink.  Ever  fince,  fhe  has  remained  in  per¬ 
fect  Health,  and  free  from  any  Complaints. 
—  Her  Age,  about  42,  thin,  and  of  a  deli¬ 
cate  Conffitution  ;  the  Breads  fmall,  is  fub- 
je£t  to  nervous  Tremours  on  any  little  Sur- 
prife,  but  naturally  of  an  eafy,  mild  Diipo- 
lition.  Her  Ladyfhip,  the  Countefs  of  Char - 
lev  Me,  who  did  me  the  Honour  to  be  prefent 
at  my  feveral  Dreffings,  kindly  permitted  me 
to  ufe  her  Teftimony  of  this  Cure. 


Case 
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Case  II. 


Lady,  Sifter  to  Mr.  Adder ly,  an  emi- 


XjL  nent  Prodtor  in  Doctors  Commons,  ap¬ 
plied  to  me  for  the  Cure  of  an  ulcerated  Can¬ 
cer  in  her  Right  Bread,  the  Account  of  which 
Ihe  gave  as  follows :  About  four  Years  ago 
(he  difcovered  a  fmall  Lump  in  her  Bread, 
the  Size  of  an  Horfe-bean,  which  was  not 
occafioned  by  any  Blow,  or  Injury  that  die 
could  remember ;  it  remained  unalterable, 
and  without  any  Inconvenience  for  the  Space 
of  more  than  twelve  Months ;  afterwards,  by 
Degrees,  it  grew  larger,  with  very  little  Pain. 
She  took  the  Advice  of  a  Surgeon  of  Eminence, 
who  ufed  Endeavours  to  refolve  it,  but  inef¬ 
fectually  ;  it  increafed  afterwards  very  fad  in 
Size,  and  began  to  pain  her  at  Times,  and 
was  become  as  large  as  a  Hen’s  Egg,  with  a 
dony  Hardnefs,  and  partly  fixed  to  the  pedto- 
ral  Mufcle.  She  was  greatly  alarmed  at  the 
Confequences,  as  a  livid  Difcolouring  over- 
fpread  the  whole  Tumour,  and  foon  after  it 
began  to  ouze  a  thin  Humour,  from  a  fmall 
Excoriation,  which,  in  a  (hortTime,  extend¬ 


ed 
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ed  two  Thirds  over  the  fcirrhous  Part,  and 
was  daily  eating  deeper  into  the  Breaft.  I 
was  then  defired  to  attend  her  at  Mr.  Adder - 
Iy  s.  I  applied  my  Medicine,  by  Means  of 
which,  in  a  fhort  Time,  the  Cancer  perfect¬ 
ly  feparated  from  the  found  Part ;  the  Roots, 
having  perforated  the  fubjacent  Mufcle,  left  a 
deep  Ulcer,  which,  however,  healed  as  fafi 
as  any  common  Sore ;  and  ihe  found  very  lit¬ 
tle  Inconvenience  during  the  whole  Courfe  of 
her  Cure,  being  free  from  Fever,  or  Confine¬ 
ment,  more  than  neceflary  to  avoid  catching 
Cold.  She  has  ever  fince  been  exempt  from 
any  Complaints,  and  remains  in  perfedt 
Health ;  her  Age  about  55,  of  a  thin,  tho’ 
healthy  Conftitution,  and  fedate  Difpofition. 
Mr.  Adderly  requefted  the  Omiffion  of  her 
Name ;  but  is  defirous  of  fatisfying  any  one  of 
the  Truth  of  this  Relation,  if  applied  to. 


Case  III. 


N  the  Beginning  of  January  laft,  1759, 
I  was  defired  to  attend  Mifs  Hitchin,  a 
young  Lady,  21  Years  of  Age,  at  Mr.  At- 
tbawss ,  a  Virginia  Merchant’s,  oppofite  Ger- 

rard’% 
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rard* s  Hall  in  Bajing-lane>  for  a  cancerous 
Diforder  on  her  Nofe.  She  informed  me,  at 
die  Age  of  feven  Years  fhe  was  firft  afflict¬ 
ed  with  an  Opthalmia  in  both  Eyes,  for 
which  fhe  took  Medicines,  and  found  Relief. 
Some  conliderable  Time  afterwards  her  up¬ 
per  Lip  l'welled  confiderably,  her  Nofe  alfo 
inflamed  and  grew  large  toward  the  Point : 
Thefe  Appearances  increafed  as  fhe  advanced 
in  Years.  At  1 1  Years  old  a  Pimple  appeared 
on  the  Extremity  of  the  Nofe,  which  fpread, 
and  grew  very  fore,  breaking  into  a  fmall 
Ulcer,  for  which  fhe  underwent  a  long  Courfe 
of  Phyfick,  &c.  but  found  no  Relief  3  fhe 
then  went  under  a  Perfon  (not  of  the  Facul¬ 
ty)  in  Hopes  of  Affiftance,  but  found  the 
Diforder  gained  upon  her,  the  Sore  fpreading 
farther  over  her  Nofe,  and  a  manifeft  Ulcer 
formed.  She  applied  then  to  a  Surgeon, 
was  drefled,  and  put  under  a  Courfe  of  Al¬ 
teratives  for  three  Months,  drinking  Diet- 
Drinks  at  the  fame  Time  3  at  the  End  of 
which  the  Sore  was  not  better,  tho’  the 
Thicknefs  of  the  Lip  was  decreafed.  She 
then  tried  the  Affiftance  of  another  Surgeon, 
who  attended  her  fome  Time,  and  advifed 
her  drinking  the  Sea-water  at  Margate.  She 

L  went 
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went  thither,  and  continued  drinking  it  for  four 
Months  together ;  fhe  alfo  conformed  to  a  Regi¬ 
men  of  Diet,  and  the  Ufe  of  alterative  Medi¬ 
cines  again.  When  fhe  returned  to  London , 
flie  ftill  found  herfelf  no  better  $  and  the  Ulcer 
continuing  to  fpread,  fine  went  again  to  drink 
Sea-water,  as  before,  and  took  greatVarietyof 
Medicines,  but  ineffectually  5  all  Applications, 
&c.  proved  unfuccefsful,  in  difpofmg  the  Ulcer 
to  heal,  which  difcharged  a  thin,  ichorus, 
fharp  Humour,  corroding  the  Edges  round  it, 
and  had  deftroyed  fome  Part  of  the  Nofe, 
When  becoming  my  Patient,  I  d  relied  her 
with  the  Medicine  I  ufe  in  cancerous  Cafes, 
and  in  about  fix  Weeks  fhe  was  entirely  heal- 
ed.  She  was  ordered  a  few  Medicines,  af¬ 
terwards  had  an  Iflue  made,  and  proper  Di¬ 
rections  to  conduCt  herfelf,  and  has  ever  fince 
been  in  perfeCt  Plealth,  and  free  from  any  Ap¬ 
pearance  of  her  Diforder, 

It  is  by  Permiffion  of  her  Family  I  publifh 
her  Cafe.  N,  B .  This  Cafe  was  properly  of 
that  Specie  of  the  Cancer  called,  Noli  me 
tangere ,  which  likewife  feemed  complicated 
with  the  Scrophula,  and  had  heretofore  pro¬ 
ved  remarkably  obftinate. 

Case 
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Case  IV. 

QCPOBER  1758,  "John  Andrews ,  Elq; 

of  Porton ,  near  Salijbury,  was  pleafed  to 
put  himfelf  under  my  Care,  for  a  cancerous 
Diforder  (known  by  the  Term  Lupus)  in  his 
right  Leg,  a  little  below  the  Knee.  He  gave 
me  the  following  Account. 

The  firft  Appearance  was,  a  fmall  white 
Pimple,  about  the  Size  of  a  Duck-fhot,  which, 
after  a  little  Time,  fplit  in  the  Middle,  and 
formed  a  dry  horny  Cruft,  without  Pain,  yet 
frequent  itching  :  he  fometimes  pricked  it,  to 
allay  that  Senfation,  whence  a  fmall  Sore 
formed,  which  grew  painful,  and  fpread  to 
about  the  Size  of  a  Six-pence  ;  he  found  it 
very  fenfible  when  his  Boot  was  on.  He  then 
applied  to  a  Surgeon  in  that  Country,  April 
the  2d,  1758,  who  d refled  it ;  but  very  foon 
after,  the  Sore  increafed  greatly,  and  fhot  up 
a  granulated  Fungous,  about  the  Size  of  a 
Nutmeg,  riling  above  the  Surface  of  the  Skin; 
Cauftics  were  then  applied  to  reduce  it.  On 
the  29th  of  May  following,  it  was  thought 
to  be  in  a  dangerous  Way,  from  the  violent 

L  2  Pains, 


(  76  ) 

Pains;  and  increafing  Fungous  :  The  Acute- 
nefs  of  the  Pain  he  compared  to  the  Stinging 
ofPIornets,  and  was  forced  to  contrive  w 
quilted  Cufhion,  covered  with  Tin,  like 
what  Children  wear  round  their  Heads  to 
prevent  Bruifes  by  Falls,  in  order  to  prevent 
any  thing  touching  the  Part,  it  being  fo 
exceffively  fore  as  fcarce  to  be  borne.  He 
then  called  in  another  Surgeon,  on  Account 
of  his  Leg  being  greatly  fwelled,  and  a  Mor¬ 
tification  coming  on  near  the  Ancle;  Incifi- 
ons  were  made  on  the  mortifying  Part  to  flop 
the  Progrefs  of  it,  which,  by  proper  Treat¬ 
ment,  tho’  with  Difficulty,  was  effected  - 
The  Fungous  now  appeared  fomewhat  like  a 
fmall  branching  Part  of  a  Collyflower,  in¬ 
creafing,  if  poffible,  in  Pain,  and  covered 
with  crude  acrimonious  Ichor.  Several  Me¬ 
thods  were  tried  by  Cauftics  and  efcarotic 
Medicines  to  deftroy  it,  but  unfuccefsfully  ^ 
the  Fungous  increafed,  and  the  Symptoms 
were  more  violent.  He  then,  by  the  Encou¬ 
ragement  of  a  neighbouring  Clergyman, 
(whom  Mr.  Plunkett  cured  feven  Years  ago 
of  a  Cancer)  was  induced  to  come  to  London 
for  my  Advice.  In  this  State  I  applied  my 
Medicine  to  the  cancerous  Part ;  by  which 

Means 
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Means  the  Cure  was  happily  compleated  in 
lefs  than  two  Months.  The  Cancer  fepara- 
ted,  with  large  Roots  that  ran  fuperficially 
under  the  Skin.  Mr.  Andrews  never  com¬ 
plained  of  any  Pain,  from  the  firft  to  laft  of 
my  Dreffings,  but  thought,  he  refted  eafier 
the  firft  Night  the  Medicine  was  applied,  than 
he  had  done  for  a  long  while  before :  Pie  was 
perfectly  chearful,  and  in  good  Spirits  during 
the  whole  of  my  attending  him,  and  went 
Abroad  frequently.  He  had  an  Ifiue  in  the 
other  Leg.  While  under  Cure,  he  lodged 
at  his  Nephew’s,  Mr.  Andrews  >  a  Woollen- 
draper,  at  the  Blaekmoors  Head  in  Thread- 
needle -Jlreety  oppofite  the  Bank,  who  was 
prefent  at  my  Attendances.  He  remains  in 
perfcdt  Health,  and  rides  on  Horfeback  with¬ 
out  Inconvenience,  tho’  near  70  Years  of 
Age. 


Case  V. 


SArah  Dugdale,  aged  about  20  Years ; 

this  unhappy  Creature  Mr.  Plunkett  ac¬ 
cidentally  law  fitting  in  the  Street  in  a  dejedt- 
ed,  friendlefs  Condition  ;  perceiving  lire  had 
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a  terrible  Cancer  in  the  under  Lip,  which  was 
ulcerated  from  one  End  to  the  other,  and 
grown  fo  large  as  to  over-fpread  almoft  her 
whole  Chin,  and  in  fome  Places  adhered  to 
the  under  Gum  :  Out  of  Companion,  he  di¬ 
rected  her  to  my  Houfe  the  next  Day,  fhe 
informed  me  that  die  had  been  a  Servant ;  but 
llnce  her  Misfortune,  could  get  no  one  to  re¬ 
ceive  her  into  their  Service,  and  was  ftarving 
for  Want.  The  Diforder  came  originally 
from  a  Bite  the  received  in  kiffing  a  Child 
die  looked  after,  and  had  been  five  Years  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  this  miferable  Condition.  It  was 
with  great  Difficulty  fhe  could  receive  Food 
in  her  Mouth  ;  had  applied  to  feveral  Sur¬ 
geons  for  Cure,  unfuccefsfully ;  afterwards 

was  a  Patient  (as  fhe  told  me)  in  St.  - - — 

Hofpital,  under  a  very  eminent  Surgeon,  for 
more  than  twelve  Months ;  had  been  faliva- 
ted  for  it,  and  difcharged  incurable  :  Was  af¬ 
terwards  taken  into  the  fame  Hofpital,  and  re¬ 
mained  fome  Time,  and  difcharged  again,  as 
before.  This  Cafe,  being  a  bad  one  of  the  Kind, 
made  me  defirous  of  convincing  fome  Gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  Faculty  of  the  falutary  Effects 
of  my  Medicine,  in  Cancers :  Accordingly, 
I  was  favoured  with  the  Prefence  of  Dr.  An- 

dree 
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dree  and  Dr.  Hibbins ,  Phyficians  to  the  Lo7ido7i 
Hofpital ;  Dr.  Morton ,  of  the  Royal  Mu  fawn ; 
Mr.  Saffory  in  B  ijhopf gate -fir  eet ,  Mr.  Durant 
in  Fetter-lane ,  Surgeons ;  and  Mr.  Ewin> 
Apothecary,  in  Fore-Jlreet ,  G? at  my  Houfe, 
w  ho,  previous  to  my  making  any  Application, 
examined  the  Cafe,  and  were  of  Opinion,  it 
wras  a  bad  Cancer.  In  their  Prefence  I  laid 
on  the  firft  Dreffing,  and  continued  the  ulual 
Treatment  till  Ihe  was  quite  well,  being  a 
few  Weeks  afterwards,  when  die  waited  on 
the  above  Gentlemen,  who  examined  the  Lip, 
and  were  well  fatisfied  of  the  Cure,  and,  it  is  by 
their  Permiffion,  that  I  have  taken  the  Liberty 
to  infert  their  Names.  She  was  cured  May 
the  17th,  175S,  and  remains  free  from  any 
Complaints,  and  now  lives  in  Service  at  Mrs. 
Smith’s  near  Shoreditch  Church. 


Case  VI. 


JAnuary  the  15th,  1759,  Mrs.  Brownlefs 
(Daughter-in-law  to  Jonathan  Ewer ,  Efq; 
a  JVeJi-India  Merchant)  at  Mrs.  Grammar  % 
in  Charter-houfe  Square ,  applied  to  me  for 
Relief,  having  two  Scirrhujfes  in  her  Right 

Bread. 
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Breaft.  This  Lady  firft  dilcovered  a  final! 
Lump  in  her  Breaft,  a  few  Years  ago,  the 
Caufe  of  which  fhe  could  not  account  for, 
except  from  wearing  tight  Stays  $  this  Swel¬ 
ling  increafing,  with  a  little  Pain,  fhe  was  foon 
afterwards,  induced  to  apply  to  a  Surgeon, 
who  ordered  her,  among  other  Things,  the 
Millipedes ,  and  Bleeding  every  five  Weeks, 
which  fhe  complied  with  ;  but  the  Diforder 
not  growing  better,  fhe  had  Recourfe  to  ano¬ 
ther  Gentleman  of  the  Faculty,  who  gave  her 
Medicines,  for  fome  Time ;  the  Swelling  ftill 
growing  larger,  fhe  difcontinued  him,  and 
advifed  with  another  Surgeon,  who  again 
recommended  the  Millipedes ,  &c.  by  which 
Time  a  fecond  Lump  appeared  in  the 
fame  Breaft,  which  gave  her  Pain,  and 
great  Uneafinefs  of  Mind.  She  then  be¬ 
came  my  Patient ;  I  found  two  Seirrhujfes  in 
one  Breaft,  one  the  Size  of  a  large  Duck-Egg, 
the  other  bigger  than  that  of  a  Pigeon  ;  the 
former  fmooth  on  the  Surface,  the  latter  ir¬ 
regular  :  Thefe  were  fituated  nearly  together, 
though  diftindtly  feparate.  After  fome  Pre¬ 
paration,  I  applied  my  Medicine,  and  conti¬ 
nued  the  Ufe  of  it  till  it  brought  on  a  Separa¬ 
tion  of  both  Scirrhuffes?  the  largeft  of  which 

was 
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was  firmly  rooted,  and  deep  in  the  Breaft 
Since  the  Extirpation  of  them,  the  Sore  heal¬ 
ed  with  little  Trouble.  I  made  an  Iflue, 
and  (lie  was  ordered  Medicines  afterwards, 
by  her  Apothecary,  and  remains  in  perfect 
Health  :  And  by  her  Permifiion  her  Cafe  is 
publifiied.  She  is  about  28  Years  of  Age,  of 
a  tolerable  healthy  Conftitution,  and  eafy 
Difpofition. 
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Case'  VII. 
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APril  the  7th,  1758,  Mrs .Sufanna  Pool, 
at  Mrs.  May  s  in  Mincing-lane ,  Lon¬ 
don  ^  came  for  my  Advice,  having  a  cancerous 
Fungous  on  her  Cheek,  near  her  Left  Eye, 
the  Progrefs  of  which,  file  informed  me,  was 
as  follows.  After  the  Small-pox,  above  fe- 
ven  Years  ago,  a  Pimple  appeared  on  her 
Cheek,  which,  by  picking  and  irritating, 

•  formed  a  little  Sore  >  it  foon  extended  itfelf, 
and  became  very  painful :  She  ufed  Plaifters, 
which  file  thought  made  it  lpread  farther, 
and  the  Pain  much  greater  than  before  1  it 
bled  frequently,  at  times,  and  then  a  Fungous 
fprouted  up,  about  the  Size  of  a  Wallnut,  a- 
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bove  the  Surface  of  the  Skin.  She  then  ap¬ 
plied  to  a  Surgeon,  who  differed  it  out  with 
the  Knife  y  nevertheless  it  would  not  heal,, 
but  rofe  again,  and  was  as  bad  as  before.  She 
went  thro’  a  Courfe  of  Medicines,  without 
any  Relief ;  it  now  extended  nearer  her  Eye*, 
and  was  in  a  very  painful  State.  She  had  it 
cut  out  again  by  another  Gentleman  of  the 
Profeffion )  But  it  did  not  lucceed  better,, 
the  Fungous  grew  again  as  bad  as  before.  She 
had  fome  fcrophulous  Symptoms  likewife  at¬ 
tending,  the  Glands  under  the  Maxilla  being 
indurated.  She  acquainted  me,  lince  its  firft 
Appearance,  fhe  had  fubmitted  to  have  it  cut 
out  feven  different  Times,  and  that  it  had  alia 
been  reduced  as  often  by  Cauffics,  but  never 
healed,  tho’  fhe  always  readily  fubmitted  to, 
fake  fueh  Medicines  as  were  prefcribed  by  di¬ 
vers  Surgeons.  When  fhe  became  my  Patient 
the  Fungous  appeared  of  a  dark  Liver  Colour* 
with  great  Inflammation ,  and  difcharged  a  crude 
ichorous  Sanies.  The  Balis  was  very  fcirrhous. 
She  could  fcarce  bear  its  being  wiped  with  Lint* 
tho’  ever  lo  gently.  I  fhew’d  this  Cale  to  le- 
veral  Gentlemen  of  the  Profeffion.  Upon 
applying  my  Medicine,  die  made  not  the 
leaft  Complaint  of  Pain)  but  affirmed,  dur¬ 
ing. 
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ing  the  whole  Procefs  of  Cure,  it  gave  her 
more  Eafe  than  before,  infomuch  as  to  enable 
her  to  do  her  Bulinefs,  without  a  Day’s  Con¬ 
finement.  The  Fungous  feparated  with  nu¬ 
merous  fibrous  Roots,  after  which,  the  Sore 
healed  as  faft  as  poflible.  She  was  fix  Weeks 
under  my  Care,  and  about  nineteen  Years  of 
Age.  I  made  her  an  Iflue,  and  recommended 
her  to  the  Advice  of  a  Phyftcian,  to  preferibe 
fuch  Medicines  as  fhould  be  judged  proper 
afterwards.  She  has  ever  fince  remained  in 
perfect  Health,  and  free  from  any  Diforder. 
She  requefted  her  Cafe  might  be  added  to  my 
Publication. 

The  fcrophulous  Glands  I  have  fince  extir- 

Case  VIII. 

Rs.  Carter ,  at  Mrs.  Newmans ,  in  Sa- 
lijbury ,  came  to  London  for  Advice, 
being  afflidted  with  a  . Scirrhus  in  her  Left 
Breaft,  which  fhe  thought  might  originally 
proceed  from  a  Blow.  The  Tumour  was  as 
large  as  a  common-fized  Pomgranate  or 
Goofe-Egg.  In  its  early  State  fhe  felt  little 
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or  no  Pain,  but  as  it  enlarged  more  Pain  ac¬ 
companied  it,  being  near  three  Years  increas¬ 
ing  to  this  Size.  It  became  irregular  in  Shape 
and  knotted  in  the  Circumference.  During 
the  Growth  of  it  the  lived  abftemioufly,  and 
had  Advice  from  fome  of  the  neighbouring 
Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty.  She  took  Medi¬ 
cines,  &c.  but  found  no  Decreafe  of  the 
Tumour.  By  the  Recommendation  of  a 
Lady  at  the  fame  Place,  (who  was  cured  by 
me  of  the  like  Diforder,)  fhe  was  induced  to 
become  my  Patient.  I  treated  her  Cafe  in 
the  fame  Manner  with  thofe  before  mention¬ 
ed,  viz.  with  the  Application  of  my  Medi¬ 
cine  $  whence  proceeded  an  entire  Separation 
of  the  Scirrhus ,  which  appeared  interwoven 
with  many  ftrong  Roots,  and  ran  deep  in 
the  Bread: :  Afterwards  the  Sore  healed  in  a 
ihort  Time.  She  never  made  any  Complaints 
of  Pain  from  the  Application,  more  than  (to 
ufe  her  own  Words)  that  it  was  like  the  drawing 
of  a  Blifter,  on  the  firft  Night  of  it’s  Operation ; 
but  that  it  did  not  break  her  Reft,  nor  hin¬ 
der  her  from  going  out  the  next  Day,  and  to 
continue  fo  to  do,  almoft  during  the  whole 
Time  I  attended  her:  Always  remaining  in 
perfect  Health  and  good  Spirits,  and  being  fo 

little 
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little  incommoded  by  the  Dreffings,  it  was 
not  without  fome  Difficulty  that  ffie  was  re¬ 
strained  to  that  Confinement  which  Prudence 
required.  She  returned  Home  perfectly  well, 
in  about  eleven  Weeks,  and  has  continued  ever 
fince  free  from  any  Diforder.  She  is  a  Lady 
turned  of  fifty  Years  of  Age,  of  a  healthy 
Constitution  and  lively  Difpofition  ;  and  while 
under  my  Care  lodged  with  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Noble ,  in  Little  Kirby-Jlreet ,  Hatton - 
Garden .  She  defired  her  Cafe  might  be  pub¬ 
lished  :  The  Particulars  of  which,  Mrs.  No¬ 
ble  will  be  kind  enough  to  atteSt,  if  defired. 


Case  IX. 


MRs.  Mourilian ,  at  Deal  in  Kent,  about 
ten  Years  fince,  by  an  accidental 
Blow,  had  a  Swelling  of  one  of  the  Maxil¬ 
lary  Glands,  about  the  Size  of  a  Filbert, 
which  remained  indolent  for  the  Space  of  fix 
Years,  without  Alteration,  after  which  Time 
it  began  to  enlarge,  and  was  attended  with 
itching,  and  frequent  Shooting  Pains.  The 
Increafe  became  remarkable  almoSt  every 
Week  afterwards,  till  it  was  larger  than  a 

Duck 
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Duck-Egg,  the  Pain  then  intolerable,  info- 
much  that  there  was  fcarce  any  Relpite  Day 
or  Night,  and  fhe  found  Difficulty  to  reft  it  even 
on  a  Pillow.  Her  Diforder  had  brought  on  a 
bad  State  of  Health,  her  Appetite  was  much 
impaired,  and  fhe  was  greatly  emaciated* 
She  had  taken  the  Advice  of  four  of  the 
neighbouring  Surgeons,  at  different  Times, 
who  declined  being  concerned  with  it* 
Under  thefe  Circumftances  ffie  was  recom¬ 
mended,  by  a  Perlbn  (then  lately  cured 
of  a  Cancer  in  that  Country)  to  my  Care* 
On  firft  viewing  her  Cafe,  I  was  very  du¬ 
bious,  and  refufed  to  meddle  with  it,  but 
On  her  earneft  Requeft  at  feveral  different 
Times,  and  declaring  fhe  had  no  Comfort  in 
Life,  thought  it  might  not  be  impoffible  to 
fucceed,  tho’  uncertain  the  Diforder  at  the 
fame  Time  prefaging  fatal  Confequences 
Ipeedily,  if  fomething  was  not  attempted, 
was  the  principal  Motive  that  induced  me 
to  endeavour  her  Relief.  This  Scirrhus 
(or  more  properly  Occult  Cancer j  was  of  a 
dark  Copper  Colour,  full  of  irregular  Knots 
on  the  Surface,  and  hard  as  a  Stone,  extend¬ 
ed  up  above  the  Ear  and  .behind  it,  fo  as  to 
prefs  die  Pinna  or  Wing  over  the  auditory 
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Paflage,  which  render’d  her  deaf  on  that 
Side,  and  had  juft  begun  to  ulcerate.  The 
dread  of  anHaemorrhage  much  difcountenanced 
the  Undertaking,  being  fo  near  the  carotid  Ar¬ 
tery.  The  ftiptic  Quality  of  my  Medicine  in 
iome  Meafure  alleviated  thofe  Fears,  (as  it 
never  happened  that  any  Blood  followed  in 
the  Extirpation  of  Cancers  from  it.)  I  ap¬ 
plied  my  Medicine  to  the  Tumour,  which 
happily  fucceeded  fo  well  as  to  feparate  it  en¬ 
tirely,  without  the  Lofs  of  a  Drop  of  Blood, 
notwithftanding  it  had  Roots  which  ran  a- 
mong  the  Glands  and  the  Ramifications  of 
Blood  VefTels  under  the  Maxilla  ;  afterwards 
the  Sore  quickly  healed,  and  fhe  returned 
Home  well  of  the  original  Complaint.  Her 
Pain  in  the  Part  entirely  was  gone,  yet  (lie 
was  not  perfectly  recovered  in  Health.  I 
have  fince  received  a  Letter  from  her,  inform¬ 
ing  me  that  fhe  gathered  Strength  daily,  and 
is  likely  to  recover  perfectly.  She  was  at¬ 
tended  at  the  Mer-maid  Inn,  in  Carter-lane  * 
Doffors-Commons. 

At  the  Time  fhe  was  under  Cure,  another 
Cafe  of  a  poor  Woman  circumftanced  as  ex¬ 
actly  as  poflible  in  every  Particular,  except  be¬ 
ing  only  fevcn  Years  proceeding,  I  was  ap- 
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plied  to  for,  but  declined  undertaking  it,  till  I 
faw  the  Succefs  of  the  firft:  the  latter  had  be^ 
fore  been  a  Patient  in  feveral  of  the  Hofpitals 
in  Town  unfuccefsfully,  and  was  then  in  the 
mod:  unhappy  and  painful  Situation,  like  the 
before-mentioned  Perfon.  From  the  fuccefsful 
Event  of  the  one,  I  have  fince  been  induced 
to  attempt  the  other,  and  proceeded  fo  far  as  to 
feparate  the  whole  Tumour,  &c.  without 
any  ill  Confequences,  and  there  now  appears 
a  fair  Profped  of  its  being  cured  in  a  fhort 
Time.  It  was  by  the  Recommendation  of  an 
eminent  Surgeon  in  this  City  that  die  applied 

for  my  Affiftance.  - - -  Theie  two  Cales 

being  dangerous  ones  from  their  Circumdan- 
ces,  and  likely  to  fucceed  fo  happily,  made 
me  think  them  worthy  of  Publication. 


Case  X. 

MRs.  Jones,  Wife  to  Mr.  Jones ,  Gro¬ 
cer,  in  St.  Martin  $-lane,  near  Char - 
ing-Crofs ,  applied  to  me  the  Beginning  of 
lad  Summer,  having  an  ulcerated  Cancer  in 
her  Right  Bread.  She  informed  me,  it  origi¬ 
nally  came  by  a  Blow,  which  £he  acidentally 
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received  about  three  Years  before:  Soon  after 
which  there  appeared  two  fmall  Lumps  about 
the  Size  of  Peas*  She  felt  little  or  no  Pain 
from  them  for  the  Space  of  a  Year  after, 
when  the  two  Lumps  adhered  together  and 
became  one.  She  then  began  to  complain 
of  great  Pain.  The  Tumour  being  fituated 
deep  in  her  Bread:  toward  her  Side,  made 
her  apprehenfive  her  whole  Bread:  would  foon 
become  affected.  Perceiving  it  to  increafe 
greatly,  die  had  Recourfe  to  fome  common 
Applications  which  her  Friends  recommen¬ 
ded.  When  the  Tumour  was  arrived  to  the 
Size  of  a  Hen’s  Egg,  it  began  to  draw  the 
Integuments  down,  and  corrugate  them.  The 
Pain  now  grew  more  violent,  the  whole  Tu¬ 
mour  appeared  difcoloured,  and  the  Vef- 
fels  became  knotty.  She  then  took  the  Ad¬ 
vice  of  a  very  eminent  Surgeon,  who  pre- 
fcribed  her  a  Diet-Drink,  made  of  the  Guia- 
cum-Wood,  &c.  which  die  drank  condantly 
for  forty  Days  together,  but  found  no  Benefit. 
Some  Time  after  the  Tumour  cracked  in 
the  Middle,  and  efpecially  in  the  Corruga¬ 
tions  occafioned  by  the  Contraction,  whence 
ouzed  a  thin  Humour,  which  encruded  over 
it.  In  a  little  Time  afterwards  an  LTlcer 
fprmed  in  the  Centre,  as  well  as  in  thofe 
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Corrugations ;  and  thefe  continuing  to  fp ready 
fhe  then  came  under  my  Care.  I  found  an  ob¬ 
long  Ulcer  in  the  Centre,,  which  appeared  as 
if  it  had  been  cut  with  a  Knife,  in  the  Shape 
of  a  Star,  almoft  regular.  There  was  alfo  a  fcir- 
rhous  Hardneis  over  about  one  third  Part  the 
Bread*  I  began  the  Treatment  as  ufualy 
with  the  Medicine  before-mentioned,  which 
brought  on  a  Separation  of  the  whole  Tu~ 
rnour  with  its  Roots.  The  Sore  healed  in  & 
fhort  Time  afterwards.  She  was  very  little 
confined  during  the  Courfe  of  her  Cure,  ‘but 
was  commonly  about  her  Shop,,  and  in  good 
Health  all  the  Time*  I  took  my  Leave  after 
about  two  Months  Attendance,  when  fhe  was 
ordered  proper  Medicines,  but  could  never  be 
prevailed  on  to  have  an  Iflue  made.  She  has 
ever  fince  been  very  well  and  in  good  Spirits,. 
Her  Age  fifty  Years,  naturally  healthy,  thin>, 
and  of  a  fedate  Difpofition  By  her  Permifti- 
on  her  Cafe  is  added;. 


Case  XL 


Miss  Barrow,  Sifter  to  C^atda  Barrow# 
Efq;  Member  of  Parliament  for  the: 
City  of  Glocejler ,  about  five  Years  ago,  being, 
in  a  very  bad  State- of  Health,  perceived  a 

fmall 
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fmaTi  Lump  in  her  Left  Bread:  the  Size  of  an 
Hazel-Nut,  painful  at  Times,  and  particular¬ 
ly  when  touched.  She  fhewed  it  to  a  Surgeon 
in  the  Country,  who  gave  her  Medicines., 
&c.  in  order  to  difperfe  it.  Finding  no  Relief 
for  a  confiderable  Time,  but  on  the  Contrary 
that  the  Diforder  greatly  increafed,  fhe  came 
to  London ,  and  had  the  Advice  of  a  very  c- 
minent  Surgeon,  who  .declared  it  a  Cancer. 
The  Lump  being  grown  very  large  and  ex¬ 
tremely  painful,  he  recommended  to  her  the 
drinking  the  Dog  and  Duck  Water,  which 
fhe  kept  to  near  twTelve  Months,  and  alfo 
took  other  Medicines  at  the  fame  Time. 
She  then  applied  to  a  Phyfician,  who  ordered 
the  Decodtion  of  Sarfaparrilla ,  &c.  this  fire 
continued  fomeTime,  but  found  fhe  frill  grew 
worfe,th  eScirrhus  enlarging,andthePain  grow¬ 
ing  more  acute,  with  a  Difcoloration  of  the 
Integuments,  and  a  confiderable  Dilatation  of 
the  furrounding  Veffels.  Her  Diforder  was 
now  looked  upon  as  very  dangerous.  She 
confulted  another  Phyfician  of  Eminence,  who 
ordered  her  the  Infufion  of  Nightfhade,  which 
fhe  began  by  very  fmall  Dofes,  and  continu¬ 
ed  it  for  a  Month  under  a  careful  Infpedtion. 
She  at  firft  thought  fhe  found  Benefit  front 
that  her  Pains  were  lefs  acute,  and  her 
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Spirits  better ;  but  was  obliged  to  leave  it  off, 
on  Account  of  her  Eyes  being  affedted  by 
the  Medicine :  This  Symptom  appeared  af¬ 
ter  the  third  Time  of  taking  it.  She  then 
was  ordered  other  Medicines,  and  the  Sarfa-* 
parilla-Dnnk  again  for  fome  Time.  The 
Pains  returning,  fhe  was  thought  to  be  incu¬ 
rable,  and  in  the  utmoft  Danger.  The  Scir-* 
rhus  began  to  excoriate  and  difcharge  a  thin 
Ichor,  which  encrufted,  and  fpread  farther 
over  the  Tumour.  The  Bread:  was  almoft 
fixed  to  the  pedtoral  Mufcle,  fo  as  fcarcely  to 
be  moved,  and  the  Ulceration  daily  grew 
deeper. 

In  this  State  fhe  became  my  Patient.  Her 
Diforder  had  reduced  her  to  a  very  weak 
and  low  State  of  Health,  the  Ulcer  was 
then  about  the  Size  of  a  Crown-Piece,  and  co¬ 
vered  with  a  brownifh  Slough ;  the  Tumour 
very  hard,  of  a  livid  Colour,  and  very  pain¬ 
ful.  After  a  little  Preparation  I  applied  my 
Medicine  over  the  Bread:,  and  continued  the 
Treatment  as  ufual.  The  Cancer  foon  fepa- 
rated,  as  is  cufbmary  with  that  Application, 
leaving  a  clean,  well-digefted  Sore,  which 
healed  very  fad:.  When  it  was  reduced^  to 
the  Compafs  of  a  filver  Penny,  I  put  a  Pea  in 
pnd  continued  it  as  an  Iffue,  judging  it  moil 
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-proper  to  continue  a  Drain  there ;  tho’  it  was 
with  Difficulty  (he  could  keep  it  open,  and 
was  frequently  obliged  to  ule  a  corrofive  Pea. 
She  being  naturally  of  a  bad  Habit  of  Body, 
and  always  had  been  affiifted  with  an  ill 
State  of  Health;  being  very  fubjedt  to  hyfteric 
Complaints  on  every  trifling  Occafion.  Glands 
had  been  opened  in  the  Neck  formerly,  for 
which  the  was  a  long  Time  under  Cure.  She 
returned  Home  (to  ‘ Twickenham  in  Middlefex ) 
perfectly  well  of  her  cancerous  Complaint ; 
before  which  her  Phyfician  ordered  proper 
Medicines.  She  is  a  Lady  of  an  extreme 
tender,  delicate  Conftitution,  and  of  a  mild, 
eafy  Difpofition. 

During  mv  Attendance  fhe  was  at  her  Bro¬ 
ther’s,  Charles  Barrow ,  Efq;  in  Howard-Jlreet , 
in  the  Strand .  By  her  generous  Requeft  it 
is  that  this  Cafe  is  publifhed. 

P.  S.  Nove?nber  the  9th  Inft.  I  received  a 
Letter  from  her  informing  me  that  fhe  con¬ 
tinued  in  good  Health. 
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Case  XII. 


THE  Lady  of  Richard  Backwell ,  Efq; 

Member  of  Parliament  for  Northamp - 
fen,  in  Berkley -Jquare,  defired  my  Advice  for  a 
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Scirrhiis  in  her  Right  Breaft.  She  informed  me 
the  Diforder  firft  appeared  with  a  Pain  in  the 
Part,  which  foon  after  was  fucceeded  by  a 
fmall  Lump.  This  increafed  very  faft,  tho’ 
fhe  had  taken  Medicines  in  Hopes  of  Relief* 
She  fhew’d  it  to  a  very  eminent  Surgeon,  who 
at  firft  advifed  the  not  meddling  with  it,  but 
foon  after  recommended  Extirpation  by  the 
Knife,  which  Operation  fhe  could  not  bring 
herfelf  to  a  Refolution  to  comply  with.  By 
the  Satisfaction  fhe  received  of  Mrs.  Barry ,  at 
Lord  Charleville  s,  fhe  was  induced  to  come 
under  my  Care.  I  found  the  Sdrrbus  as  large 
as  a  common-fized  Lemon,  attended  with  fre¬ 
quent  darting  Pains  quite  thro’  the  Breaft,  and 
a  Rednefs  on  the  Integuments,  the  Tumour 
uneven  on  the  Surface,  the  circumjacent  Vef- 
fels  turgid  and  diftended.  After  fome  necef- 
fary  Preparation,  I  applied  my  Medicine  over 
the  Breaft,  which,  by  proper  Management, 
operated  fo  fuccefsfully,  as  to  oceafion  the 
Scirrhus  to  feparate,  with  it’s  difeafed 
Roots.  The  Sore  afterwards  healed  with- 
out  much  Trouble.  In  about  ten  Weeks 
fhe  went  to  her  Country  Seat  perfectly  well 
and  free  from  any  Complaints.  She  had  very 
little  Diforder  or  Confinement  during  my  At¬ 
tendance,  An  Ifiue  was  made,  and  proper 
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Medicines  ordered  by  her  Apothecary.  She 

remains  in  perfedt  Health  ever  fince.  She  is 
a  Lady  about  forty  Years  of  Age,  of  a  healthy 
Conftitution,  and  chearful  Difpofition:  By 
whofe  kind  Favour  and  Requeft  I  have  re- 
cited  her  Cafe. 

P.  S.  During  the  Proceedings  in  the  above 
Cafes,  there  was  not  the  leaft  Lofs  of  Bloody 

from  any  one  of  them. 
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The  following  Twelve  Perfons  were  cured  by  Mr . 
Plunkett,  before  I  was  concerned  with  him 
but  the  Cafes  were  moft  of  them  well  known  to 
the  Gentlemen  of  the  Profeffion ,  who  before  had 
attended ,  and  pronounced  them  Cancers .  They 
were  given  me ,  to  infert ,  by  Mr .  Plunkett,  who 
informed  me  they  now  are ,  or  very  lately  were ,  in. 
■  good  Health ,  having  had  no  Return  of  their  Com¬ 
plaints  fince  he  attended  them . 

I.  /f  RS.  Small ,  at  Sutton ,  near  Abingdon  in 
T  y J.  Berkjhire ,  had  an  ulcerated  Cancer  in 
her  Breaft,  curec^  above  Seven  Years  ago. 

II.  Mrs.  Devine ,  in  Moorfields ,  cured  of  an 
ulcerated  Cancer  in  the  Breaft  above  four  Years; 
has  had  Children  fince. 

III.  John  Herbert ,  Efq-,  at  Wcybridge  in  Surrey , 
afftidted  with  an  ulcerated  Cancer  near  the  Eye  ; 
cured  ten  Years. 

IV.  Mr.  Blair ,  at  Deal  in  Kent,  cured  of  an 
ulcerated  Cancer  near  the  Eye,  nine  Years. 

V.  Capt.  Balfour ,  near  the  Hermitage ,  Wap- 
ping ,  was  cured  of  an  ulcerated  Cancer  in  the 
Lip,  near  thirteen  Years. — This  Cal'e  I  have  feen 
very  lately. 


VI.  Capt.  Pitt,  at  the  Jamaica  Coffee-houfe  in 
Sweeting- alley,  Cornhill ,  cured  of  an  ulcerated 
Cancer  in  his  under  Lip,  five  Years. 

VII.  James  Taylor,  Efq;  at  Dalfton,  near 
Hackney,  had  an  ulcerated  Cancer  on  his  Cheek, 
has  been  cured  above  fourteen  Years. 

VIII.  The  Rev.  Mr.  IVorgan,  near  Newbery, 
in  Berkjhire,  was  cured  of  an  ulcerated  (dancer 
near  the  Eye,  Nofe,  &c.  above  eight  Years. 

IX.  Mrs.  Mayne ,  near  Blew  berry,  in  Berkjhire, 
cured  of  an  ulcerated  Cancer  in  her  Bread:,  above 
five  Years. 

X.  Mr.  Scotman ,  Gentleman  to  the  late  Lord 
Mont  ford ,  fince  keeps  a  SnufF-fhop  in  the  But - 
jcher-row ,  Temple-bar,  cured  of  a  Cancer  in  the 
Nofe,  both  the  in,  and  out-fide,  about  ten  Years. 

XI.  Mr.  Souch ,  in  the  King's  Road,  Chelfea, 
cured  of  an  ulcerated  Cancer,  that  deftroyed 
great  Part  of  his  Nofe,  ten  Years. 

XII.  John  Quallet,  Efq-,  at  Rotherhiihe ,  an 
eminent  Ship-builder,  cured  of  an  ulcerated 
Cancer  on  the  under  Eye-lid,  near  nine  Years, — 
Befides  others  innumerable. 

For  the  Truth  of  which,  the  Perfons  herein 
mentioned  are  referred  to,  for  the  farther  Satif- 
faction  of  thofe  who  defire  it. 
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